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Autobiography

I was BORN at Cette [Séte] on October 30, 1871.

My father, a native of Bastia, was a customs official there.
I have few or no memories of my earliest childhood. But the
pageant of a seaport, things belonging to the sea, the boats
below our windows were food for my eyes in my ecarly
years, after which we see nothing except by effort.

Asal childIlived in imagination. Horror of violent games.
[ began to read fairly early.

I was very impressionable. My sensitivity caused me to
suffer cruelly. Childhood terrors.

In 1878 I was enrolled in the town grammar school
(after attending various small schools).

The location of this school was remarkable. Halfway up
St. Clair “ Mountain” (180 meters in altitude) on which the
town is built, overlooking the port. The playgrounds were
terraces, one above the other, from which the sea and the
comings and goings of ships were in view.

I suffered in leaving all this, in 1884 when we went to
live in Montpellier. There, the playgrounds were like wells.

The classes at Cette were so small that I necessarily stood
high. I was first out of four without much effort. When I
was twelve, [ was seized with a passionate desire to be a sailor.
The visits of the flcet drove me out of my mind. I suffered
from this intensc love as one suffers from love. But my father
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did not look favorably on my imagined vocation, and,
besides, 1 did not understand the first thing about mathe-
matics.

Montpellicr, in 1884.

The lycée had the drcariest possible cffect on me. I felt
lost in the corridors of the third form. No personal relations
with my teachers. The few cfforts I put forth produced
very meagre results. Boredom overwhelmed me. I was a very
mediocre student and remained so to the end of my studies.
To me, the teaching scemed completely uninspired and
repugnant, and in short nothing more than coercion. The
simple and foolish idea of the baccalaureate dominated
everything. The baccalaurcate: a bogey and an expedient.

Little by little I made an “inner life” for myself.

I read a great deal of Hugo and Gautier. We begin with
the picturesque and the romantic.

In the second form, this predilection became more
specific. I fell in love with Architecture, to the point of
setting out to read Viollet-le-Duc. 1 took the notion of
making a résumé of the great dictionary—which I began,
even copying the illustrations, but gave up before finishing
the letter A.

The following year, 1887, my father died and was buried
at Cette in the cemetery which I called “Le Cimeticre
marin” [The Cemetery by the Sea].

I passed the baccalaurcate examinations despite my
professor’s predictions. Passed philosophy also and entered
law school in 1888.

I began the study of law as many others have done,
without having the vaguest notion of what I wanted to do.

I wrote a few poems.
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Our student life was very easy. We passed our time in
conversation, walks, a few classes, after which we held forth
in the beautitul gardens of Montpellier or at a café. All sorts
of odd things began to intcrest me—cven anthropology.
I measured skulls!

But it was only in the following year that litcrature took
deeper hold of me.

In September of '89 I read Huysmans' A Rebours, which
made a tremendous impression on me. It was a manual of
art and the most “advanced” hterature of the time. The
names of Verlaine, Mallarmé, and Villiers appeared there
with quotations from their work.

The literary fever made astonishing progress in me in
those few wecks.

Then in November, when I was barely ecighteen,
I volunteered for military service to profit by the law of 1872
which had just been replaced by the law of 1889. I was
refused the deferment I had hoped for, and joined the 122nd
infantry regiment to begin my year of military service.

A very hard year for a very young and very frail
volunteer. I was of a nervous tempcrament. No muscles.

I do not know how I stood 1t. We were subject to a
mechanical regime in the intensive use of weapons. Boredom
and constant pressure. Nothing to feed the mind. Corporals
were being created, not officers. The initial good will of the
sixty-nine volunteers changed to loathing for the profession.

On Sundays I shut myself up at home, and as a reaction
against the stupidity of the weck I wrote poctry.

That period of my life has affected me deeply. I recall
that, in order to protcct myself against that lethal boredom,
I trained myself during the long marches or during hours of
guard duty to imagine with all my powers other scenes and

]
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landscapes, completely differcnt conditionsmimagmcd SO
precisely that T was able to create for mysclf another life to
mask the deadly reality.

In the month of May 1890, the cclebration of the sixth
centenary of the University (1290-1890), four days of leave.
On the fourth day, by pure chance, I made the acquaintance
of Pierre Louys. A capital event. An encounter at a café.
A correspondence began between us, an intense exchange
of hkings and desires.

Picrre was already deeply involved in the movement.
From him I learned what was going on. He founded a little
review, La Congue, and induced me to send him some poems.

My first poem, “Narcisse patle,” had a success that
astonished me. Unexpectedly, Chantavoine praised it in
the Journal des Débats.

I was then in my second year of law.

My law studies suffered as a result of my preoccupation
with poetry. I met André Gide, who sent me Mallarmé’s
poems, then impossible to find in the provinces.

And I discovered Rimbaud. These two poets had a most
powerful influence on me. Morcover, they made me despair
—onc for his perfection the other for his intensity. I thought
I had seen the limits of the art of expression.

On the other hand, I read a great deal of Poe, in whom
I found a scicntific bent, a taste for precision, rigor, and
rcasoning that joined forces with my old love of Archi-
tecture.

1 felt developing in me a sort of will toward an intellectual
art, premcditated works requiring the presence of all the
facultics of the mind. 1 posed to myself many questions about
acsthetics, and gave great importance to reflections on
Ornament.
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At the same time I became acquainted with Music, that is
I saw operating in me the liaison between music—an art
I knew nothing about beyond simple works and popular
operas—and my own preoccupations.

Beethoven’s Pastoral Symphony and the prelude to
Lohengrin sent me into transports. Wagner's great influence
on me dates from that period.

Those few months of 1891 were for me very full ones.

I changed visibly.

I went to Paris in the month of October. Pierre Louys
took me to see Mallarmé.

I returned home for my third year of law.

All the preceding themes were aggravated.

I could write poetry only with great difficulty. A love
affair finished me.

Finally, having taken my law degree—and just barely—
I went to spend a month in Italy, where I suffered an acute
mental martyrdom. Despair in every direction. Extra-lucid
nights.

And I passed through my inner 18 Brumaire which led
to the advent of “Mr. Teste.*

This meant that I resolved to think with rigor—to not
believe—to consider as null and void everything that could
not be brought to total precision, etc. ...

I began to construct for myself a “ philosophy "—which
was, moreover, the exact contrary of philosophy—and T sct
about looking into the exact sciences.

I went to Paris in November 1892.

I lived in the rue Gay-Lussac, in a student hotel. Mixed
company—professors, forcigners from all countries, prosti-
tutes, etc. ...

* Valery’s English.
7
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I went to Mallarmé’s, to Heredia’s. 1 saw Huysmans
fairly often.

[ attended the Lamoureux concerts.

And I did nothing. Nothing visible. My friends began
not to understand. Even I did not know where I was headed.
No profession, no regular studies, nothing produced, not
cven any projects.

But enormous mental activity. I studied mathematics, but
in a very odd spirit, as a model of acts of the mind. I met
Schwob, who showed mc what erudition could be—until
then I had despised it.

Furthermore I owe an infinite amount to my friends and
acquaintances. I have always learned from conversation.
Ten words are worth ten volumes.

It was at about that time that, greatly bothered by my
totally hidden future and by living without any justification
in the eyes of my family, I agreed to write an article on Leon-
ardo which Mmc Julictte Adam had asked of me at the sug-
gestion of Léon Daudet { Knowing very little about Leonardo,
and in short being surprised by her request, I accepted for
the reasons stated above and I imagined a Leonardo of my
own! In 1894 I went to London, which attracted me.
There I saw Mcredith and various other English writers.
I greatly enjoyed that city, which is so foreign to us.

In 1896, an English friend indirectly found a job for me in
London. The story of this incident is very curious. Without
knowing what I was going to do there, I fell into the hands
of a certain Lionel Décle (from St. Quentin), an adventurer,
explorer, journalist, ctc. ...
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A berth was found for me in the press service of the
Chartered Company, where [ observed the journalistic
tricks of a great enterprise.

I soon returned to France, brought home by a severe case
of flu.

I had written the article on the German methodical
conquest to be printed in England.

At that moment in my life I had not found the politician or
the businessman who could have made a career for me.

I was very much interested in all questions of organiza-
tion and general policy.

It was no doubt an illusion, but I saw the modern world
and the coming changes with intensity and kcen interest.. . .
I saw policy on a no doubt too grandiosc scale of time and
space.

In 1897, no longer able to endure being without employ-
ment and anxious about the future, I was so stupid as to take
the competitive examination for the post of draftsman in
the War Ministry, and I had the misfortune of being
accepted.

Three years of “hard labour ™ in the branch of artillery
equipment. It washard work. The period of the 75-millimeter
cannon, Fashoda, and the Dreyfus affair—cight ministers
in succession. ...

Finally, in 1900, I married.

Mme Mallarmé and her daughter had introduced me to
the Mlles Gobillard, nicces of Berthe Morisot.

I married the younger in May 1900.

A month later, my friend Lebey invited me to become
secretary to his uncle, Edouard Lebey, director of the

Agence Havas.
* Valery’s English.
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I remained with him for twenty-two years. He was an
incurable invalid, afflicted with a progressive paralysis that,
to the end, left his mind unimpaired. I took charge of his
business affairs and the business of the governing board of the
Agency.

My employer was a consummate businessman. He was
always affectionate and exceptionally considerate of me.
But in order to keep me by him . . . he never said the word
that in 19~ would have made me the director of the Agency,
which everyone expected, except me.

From 1900 until 1913 I pursued certain very abstract studies
to which I would like to return. I think that I went rather
deep into various questions that have been little explored.

I owe to these studies, which were not at all meant for
publication, a certain way of thinking that perhaps has its
value.

Studics of attention, dreams and waking, time, number,
language, etc.

From 1909 to 1914 my life depended on the health of my
wife, who happily recovered.

In 1912, Gide and Gallimard kept after me to publish
my carly poetry. I refused categorically. They got together
a manuscript of carly poems taken from reviews and sub-
mitted it to me. I read through those outmoded verses with
a less~than-indulgent cye.

But finally, since T was weary of my abstractions, 1
decided to write some verses as an exercise.

These few lines grew into La Jeune Parque, after four
years of work.

They were beginning to interest me when the war broke
out. I expected to be called up with the last contingent. But

10
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nothing happened, and I did not even stand guard over the
most insignificant railroad culvert.

In 1917 La Jeune Parque was published in a limited edition
of 600 copies, which sold out in three months.

Immediately after, I wrote “Aurore” and ‘“‘Palme”
with great facility.

Soon the poems of Charmes began to take form.

To my great astonishment, I found myself taking on the
figure and rank of a poet.

I tried to put together my ideas about poetry, my general
ideas, and my instinctual feelings about music. It was then
that I was urged to write, and so became a slave to prefaces,
essays, etc. The rest is known. I go into society and pass for
one who likes it. The unexpected has always guided me.
I have never asked anything—pursued anything outside
myself. And I have rarely said no.

I have a rather pronounced inclination for things of the
mind. None for the things of life. I do not like facility. And
I greatly dread the difficult. I owe everything to my friends.
My entry into literature to Pierre Louys, into the Academy
to Hanotaux and a few others, my work to circumstances
and even to publishers.

Etcetera. . ..
P.V.

I
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Gobillard, Paule, 250, 253

God, 13, 119, 124, 127

Goethe, Johann Wolfgang von,
47, 81, 162, 166

Goldberg, 194

Goncourt brothers, 69, 139

Gosse, Sir Edmund, 43, 394-395

Gotterdammerung (Wagner), 132

Gourmont, Rémy de, 158, 191

Grassi, Cardinal de, 12

Grassi, Charles-Joseph de, 76n

Grassi, Gualio de, 62n, 68n, 74n,
761

Grasst, Mme de (Jeanne Lug-
nani), 741
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Greve des Forgerons, La (Ban-
ville), 130

Guerne, M. de, 89

Guignon, Le (Mallarmé), 249

Guilbert, Yvette, 130

Hades, 279, 288

Hamlet (Shakespeare), 119

Han d'Islande (Hugo), 12

Hanotaux, Gabricl, 11, 269

Hardouin, Jean, 333

d’Haussonwille, Comte, 269, 270

“Héléne"” (Valéry), 114 & n

Helmholtz, Hermann von, 38-
19

Henley, Whlliam Ernest, §2-53,
56-58

Henri-Robert, 270

Henry, Mme Hubert, 100

Heredia, José¢é Maria de, 8, 15,
93, 154, 216, 217, 357, 3591;
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201-02, 250 & n, 357, 381
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Hérold, André, 128, 130, 191

Hérold family, 162

Hervicu, Paul, 266, 267

Histoire de la Révolution Fran-

caise (Michelet), 242

history, 291, 294, 316-17

Hugo, George, 49, 396

Hugo, Victor, 4, 47, 48, 671,
162, 163, 215, 328, 335, 357-
58, 405

Huysmans, Joris-Karl, s, 8, 751,
76n, 89, 99, 121, 170, 344;

letter from Valéry, 4o02;
Valéry’s article on, 1g90n,
191-92

L’Idee fixe (Valéry), 384n

idols, 29495

Hlluminations, Les (Rimbaud),
129, 132, 162, 242

India, 143

Indies, 77

Indo-China, 368

Ingres, Dominique, 255-56

Introduction to the Method of
Leonardo da Vinci (Valéry), 8,
49, 171, 172, 243, 344, 346,
367, 396; Note and Digression,
344, 367

Irmion, Abbé, 77n

Italia (battleship), 61-62

Italy, 7, 59, 62, 75-76, 137, 143.
150, 154, 157, 178, 281

Jaloux, Edmond, 255
Jameson Raid, 52
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Japan, 59, 367

Jean-Aubry, G., 53

Jeanbrau, Dr., 250, 251

Jeune Pargue, La (Valéry), 10, 11,
2531, 345, 367, 381

“Jeune Prétre, Le” (Valéry),
363n

Jews, 192, 204

Joan of Arc, 47

Journal des Débats, 6

Journal des Savants, 70

Kant, Immanuel, 70, 103, 125

Katanga, 282

Keyserling, Count Hermann,
332

King Lear (Shakespeare), 132

Kipling, Rudyard, 203

Kitchener, Horatio
Lord, 49

Kolbassine, Eugéne, 100 & n,
142, 147, 155, 173, 178, 181,
217

Herbert,

Lachelier, J., 184n

Ladysmith, 48

Laforgue, Jules, 162

“Lagunes” (Gide), 134n

Lamalou, 221, 223

Lamartine, Alphonse de, 12, 47,
$7. 328
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language, 293, 306-07, 324; see
also words

Laplace, Picrre Simon de, 143,
162

Lapras, 162

La Preste, 250, 251, 252

Larbaud, Valery, 254

La Rochefoucauld (place), 106

La Spezia, 61, 63

Laurens, Paul-Albert, 163n, 190
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Lebanon, 369

Lebey, André, g, 102n, 220n

Lebey, Edouard, 9-10, 102,
220m, 228-29, 230, 234 & n,
373, 377

Leclerc, Charles-Alfred, 2471

Lefévre, Frédénc, 348

Legion of Honor, 376n

Lemerre, Alphonse, 265

Leonardo da Vina, 89, 139, 170,
176 see also Introduction to the
Method of Leonardo da Vinci

Leopold II, 282

literature, 158, 214-15, 227-28,
257-58, 296, 301, 311, 329,
341, 151, 382; see also poetry;
writing

Lobengula, 51

Lohengrin (Wagner), 7, 114, 115,
359 & n

Lombardo-Venetia, 177

Lonato, 176

London, 8, 41-44, 49, 50, 52, 53,
55, 741, 87, 120, 156, 157, 159,
161, 164

Lorrain, Claude, 20

Lows XV, 37

Lows Lambert (Balzac),
161

Lou§s, Pierre (Pierre Lous), 7,
11,83 & n, 84, 85, 87, 89, 111,
120-21, 12§, 126, 128, 130-34,
137, 140, 142, 144, 150, 159~
60, 169, 173, 178, 181, 184,
186, 187, 190, 196, 222, 224,
229n, 237, 247, 254, 344, 359,
364, 393; letter from Valéry,
84; letter to Valéry, 403-404;

125,
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and Meryem, 163, 163-64n;
Valéry meccts, 6, 39-40, 1081
love, 94-95, 11617, 118, 124;
Valéry's love atlairs, 169, 356,
3STH, 402-403, 404
Loyola, St. Ignatius of, 159

“Made in Germany"
Liams), 53, s7-58

Maeterlinck, Maurice, 132

Mallarmé, Genevitve, see Bon-
mot-Mallarmé

Mallarmé, Mme (Manie Ger-
hard), 9, 226

Mallarmé, Stéphane, 89, 93, 122,
1451, 190, 214, 219n, 223, 227,
228, 242, 244, 298, 344, 361-
64, death, 105, 201; funcral,
201, 405; and Gide, 130; and
Henley, 56, s8; letter from
Valéry, 404; letter to Valéry,
404; Louys sends Valéry's
poem to, 403-404; Rimbaud
compared with, 249; and
Valéry’s marriage, 99; Val-
éry’s plans for family after his
death, 202-03; Valéry’s re-
lationship with, 7, 8, 97, 120,
147, 156, 173; writings, §, 6,
13, 1§, 41, 1231, 325-26, 357

Mallet, Robert, 108n, 406

Malta, 172

Malthus, Thomas R., 316

Manet, Edouard, 99 & n, 146n

Manet, Eugéne, 99n

Manton, M. and Mme, 93n,
100n

Margherita, Queen of Italy, 62

Mardrus, 203
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Maurras, Charles, 347

Maxwell, James Clerk, 162

Mazel, Henri, 87, 158
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Meélanges (Valéry), 247

memory, 288-90, 323-24

Mendés, Catulle, 187

Mendiant, Le (Mallarmé), 249

Mercier, Louis, 100

Mercure de France, 184, 189n,
i90n, 191, 194, 197, 223, 228,
244, 386n
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letters to Valéry, 44, 49, 395—
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Merrill, Stuart, 89
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64n

Mesnil, Dr., 245

Mesnil, 236, 238, 246, 252

Mettman family, 225

Mecunicer, 89
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Michelet, Jules, 242

Milan, 176

Milhaud, Gaston, 359n
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74n, 106, 1081

Minkowski, Hermann, 372

Mme Viénus, 69

Mockel, Albert, 131

Moliere, Jean Baptiste Poquelin,
335

Mondor, Henri, 404

Monet, Claude, 146
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“Mon Faust” (Valéry), 374n,
389

Monod, Julien P., 393

Monsieur Teste (Valéry), 7, 100n,
183, 184, 198, 200, 204n, 219,
243, 2435, 295, 306, 308, 344,
367; dedication offered to
Degas, 185; Gide's criticism
of, 186-87

Montesquieu, Charles de Secon-
dat, Baron, 346

Montesquiou-Fezensac, Robert,
Comte de, 89-90

Montpellier, 3~5, 37, 60n, 671,
73, 131, 145, 146, 149, I5I,
159, 191, 204, 225, 250, 251,
252, 283, 354, 355, 389, 404;
University, 6, 38-39, 74n,
1001, 1081, 251

Morand, Paul, 346

Moreno, Marguerite, 191

Morice, Charles, 89

Morisot, Berthe, 9, 99n, 1001,
2191

Morocco, 244, 365, 386

Mounier, Albert, 1751

Muhlfeld, Mme Lucien, 254#,
268, 269

Munich, 131

music, 7, 168, 178,207, 239, 312,
387, conversation as, 223;
literature compared with, 329,
345, Valéry’s admiration of
‘Wagner, 358-59

Musset, Alfred de,
328

Mylius, Mr., 138-39

12, 325,

Nadal, Octave, 61n, 396, 398,
402

Naples, 20, 154

Napoleon, I 47-48, 61
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Nietzsche, Friedrich Wilhelm,
47, 20304
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novels, 302, 307, 3128, 346
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Orsay, 245
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Palavas, gon, 1081, 251
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“Palme™ (Valéry), 11, 345

Paludes (Gide), 168, 170, 172,
226

Paris, 7, 86-87, 93n, 97, 110, 120,
124, 125, 131, 137, 139, 140,
14243, 145, 148, 150, 151,
152, 157, 164, 182, 184, 225,
230, 252, 365, 370, 373, 380,
387, 388; Exposition of 1900,

419

154; Mallarmé’s house, Val-
éry’s residences, 93n, 1001; 1n
World War 11, 389
Parnassians, 362
Parsifal  (Wagner),
163n
Pascal, Blaise, 328, 360, 375, 377
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121, 3s8,

7
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Robins), 43, 44

Péra, 162
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Peyrou, 75, 140, 171

Phalanges, 244
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14, 320-22, 319, 345

Pindar, 117

Plaisance, 225
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Poe, Edgar Allan, 6, 110, 119,
122, 124, 125, 162, 226-27,
249, 257, 326, 357, 362, 363;
Love Letters, 143

Poésies  d’André  Walter, Les
(Gide), 109, 111, 112, 113,
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Poétes d’awjourdhui, Les (Van
Beyer and Léautaud), 2391

poetry, 79, 85-86, 126, 297~98,
324, 329, 349-53, 357-58;
Prévost’s taste in, 270-72;
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10-11, 36-37, 167, 337, 338,
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Proust, Marcel, 290
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Régnier, Henri de, 120, 128,
130, 131, 134, 142, 144, 164,
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Rhodesia, 51, 52

“Rhumbs” (Valéry), 348

Richepin, Jean, 249
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122, 129, 131, 141, 143, 242,
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345
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laine), 129
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Romanticism, 357

Rome, 154, 3184

Rossetti, Dante Gabricl, 159

Rothomago, 175 & n

Rouart, Eugéne, 146 & n, 148,
161, 163, 164, 167, 174, 178—
79, 183, 184, 187; letter from
Valéry, 185

Rouart, Henri, 146n

Rouart-Valéry, Agathe,
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Sappho, 137

Sardinia, 620, 68n
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Satan, 13
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ramis,” Valéry), 380, 387, 388
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67n, 68n, 140, 251, 253, 285—
86, 389; Collége de, Valéry's
address at, 274-86, 406

Shakespeare, William, 335

ships, 22, 25

Siberia, 367

Sieg fried (Wagner), 132
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195

Si le grain ne meurt (Gide), 163n,
256n, 403
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sky, 28, 31, 32
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“Solitude”” (Valéry), 75n
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sun, 28, 31-32

Suppé, Franz von, 41, 394

swimming, 26-27
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Symbalism, 357, 362

Syna, 369

“Syrinx, La” (Valéry), 113n,
139

Taine, Hippolyte Adolphe, 47
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Tel Quel (Valéry), 382n
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finished), 204n
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381, 382n
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Tinan, Jean de, 200
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6on, 68n, 771, 86n, 1001, 2031,
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Venice, 176, 178
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96, 129, 1451, 357
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“Victoire méthodique, Une”
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Valéry), 243
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75-761

Vielé-Grifhin, Francis, 128, 180,
203
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Ville sans aitres, La (Rouart),
146n
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S, 145n, 162, 173, 238
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uel, 4
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Milan, 12, 76 & n

Vogue, 131

Voix intérieures (Hugo), 12

Volta, Alessandro, 280

Voltaire Frangois(Marie Arouet),
346

Voyage d'Urien, Le (Gide), 171
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‘Wagner, Richard, 7, 87, 122,
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words, 299, 300, 301, 303, 304,
321; abstractions, 318; study
of, 220-21

World War I, 1011, 252
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World War II, 388-8¢

writing, 22930, 296, 298, 301-
02, 307-08, 324-25, 329-30,
335-42; of Agathe, 193~04,
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as person, 336; for Le Cen-
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