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Introduction

WASHINGTON IRVING IS often thought of as America’s first
professional writer—that is, the first to make a living entirely
by his pen, and certainly the first to become internationally
known. In that sense, American literature as a conscious prac-
tice began with him, which is why he was hailed by Harper’s
magazine as “the Patriarch of American Letters” (an ironic title
for alifelong bachelor). His works were read widely in England
and translated into French, Spanish, and German, among other
languages. He kept reinventing himself as a writer over seven
decades, setting a pattern for other American authors to follow.
He began as a humorist and satirist: His first book, A History of
New York, from the Beginning of the World to the End of the Dutch
Dynasty, by Diedrich Knickerbocker, was a hilarious spoof that
gained him fans such as Sir Walter Scott and Lord Byron.
While other American authors urged the necessity of shed-
ding the influence of Europe, Irving, with his veneration for the
past, went in the opposite direction, living abroad for seventeen
years. He embraced England and its cathedrals, rituals, and
ruins in his second book, a collection of personal essays entitled
The Sketch Book of Geoffrey Crayon, which was polished, elegant,
humorous, and sentimental, befitting the taste of the times. It
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2 INTRODUCTION

also contained his two most popular tales, “Rip Van Winkle”
and “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow;” both of which revealed his
interest in folklore and lifelong tension between writing short
stories and writing essays.

After the publication of two more collections of sketches,
Bracebridge Hall and Tales of a Traveller, the form started to feel
played out to him; seeking other challenges, other materials, he
found them in Spain, an exotic, fatalistic, sensuous alternative
to the more materialistic and puritanical United States. He had
the good fortune to be housed in the Alhambra and wrote a
charming evocation of that then-decaying palace.

The considerable research required to produce a quartet of
full-length biographies— Christopher Columbus, Muhammad,
Oliver Goldsmith, and George Washington—allowed Irving to
outgrow both the satiric and sentimental modes of his previous
work and to write as a genuine historian. Returning to the
United States, he went out west and wrote a book about touring
the prairies and another, Astoria, about the abortive attempt to
establish a trading center in Oregon. Finally settling down in the
Hudson Valley, he built Sunnyside, a dream house for his retire-
ment, but was unable to retire because of money problems (bad
investments and needy relatives); thus, Irving gained the dubi-
ous distinction of becoming one of America’s earliest hack writ-
ers. Then again, what writer since then has not been inveigled
into doing a bit of hack writing when the wolf was at the door?

“For fifty years Irving charmed and instructed the American
people, and was the author who held, on the whole, the first
place in their affections,” wrote Charles Dudley Warner.

As he was the first to lift American literature into the popular

respect of Europe, so for a long time he was the chief repre-
sentative of the American name in the world of letters.
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During this period probably no citizen of the Republic, ex-
cept the Father of the Country, had so wide a reputation as
his namesake, Washington Irving. . . . Thirty years ago Irving
was much read by young people, and his clear style helped to
form a good taste and correct literary habits. It is not so
now . .. it has been to some extent the fashion to damn with
faint admiration the pioneer if not the creator of American
literature as the “genial” Irving.

In the nineteenth century, everyone read Irving. Now no one
reads him, beyond his two chestnuts, “Rip Van Winkle” and
“The Legend of Sleepy Hollow,” which are still taught in some
primary schools. Why is he now so neglected?

Edgar Allan Poe, no less a critic than a storywriter, admired
Irving’s long, nimble sentences and was happy to get the older
writer’s praise: “Irving’s name will afford me complete triumph
over little critics.” But he regretfully declined the offer to do a
thorough appraisal of Irving (although “it is a theme upon
which I would very much like to write”), perhaps fearful of criti-
cizing this revered writer: “Irving is much overrated, and a nice
distinction might be drawn between his just and his surrepti-
tious and adventitious reputation—between what is due to the
pioneer solely, and what to the writer.”

In his day, Irving may have been overrated; today he is
underrated.

I question the whole notion that this or that author no longer
“speaks” to us, no longer “matters.” If Irving, with his beautiful,
long, elegant sentences, has come to be considered old-
fashioned, it represents a test case in the changing fashions of
style. What can we learn from that?

I am not trying to promote Irving to the top levels of the
American pantheon. I agree, Irving is a minor writer, not in the
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same league as Hawthorne, Poe, Emerson, Thoreau, Whitman,
or Dickinson. But minor writers have their fascinations; indeed,
they may be one of the glories of literature. Here I simply want
to offer a taste of a writer I enjoy and esteem to those adventur-
ous souls who are willing to take it further.

The big question about Washington Irving remains: Is he
important mainly for historical reasons, for his position as one
of the founders of American literature, or does he still deserve to
be read on the merits of his writing? For me the answer is both.

My own connections to Irving? Like him, I am a native New
Yorker; like him, an essayist and belletrist, who sometimes
strays from that genre; like him, until I gave up the practice
some thirty years ago, but not before having written a collection
entitled Bachelorhood, 1 too was a bachelor; like him, a minor
writer who cannot retire my pen—nor would I choose to. Be-
yond that, is it just a coincidence that I write for the literary
journal Salmagundi, I am a lifelong fan of the New York Knicks,
and I belong to the Knickerbocker Tennis Club? There is no
escaping him. Twenty years ago, I acquired a complete set of
Washington Irving works, some twelve volumes, a thousand
pages each—probably when the university library I taught at
was deaccessioning books that had not been checked out
enough—and they sat on my own bookshelves collecting dust.
When I finally began poking around in them, I discovered a
wonderful new companion.

I am not presenting here an exhaustive chronological biog-
raphy, but rather a more belletristic treatment, surrounding my
subject through a series of essays about key topics—sketches,
you might say, to use Irving’s word.

As for Washington Irving the man, he is a poignant, lonely,
often homeless, insecure, but brave and resilient figure who
haunts me. I am haunted by his courage in knowing what his
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limitations were but still always embarking on new challenges;
by his curious diffidence, tact, and affability in social situations,
his ability to get along with everyone, behind a mask hiding
melancholy; by his satisfying the good taste of his time, only to
see it evolve into an edgier, rawer form; by his persistence, turn-
ing out copy till the very end. His is, to me, the prototype of a
writer’s life, with all its setbacks and triumphs.
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merchant), 41, 101, 195-96, 201-2,
248; daughters of (W. Ls nieces),
195—96, 201, 207-8, 211, 243, 248.
See also P. & E. Irving & Co.

Irving, John Treat (W. Is brother;
judge), 107,196

Irving, Oscar (W. I’s nephew), 195

Irving, Peter (W. Ls brother; author),
8,12-13, 15, 33, 35, 51, 107, 15152,
183-84, 19498, 201. See also P. & E.
Irving & Co.
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Irving, Pierre Munro (W.Ls nephew),
35—-36, 81, 8485, 1012, 161-62, 190,
192, 198-200, 206, 227, 229, 243; The
Life and Letters of Washington Irving,
251-53

Irving, Sarah (W. I’s mother), 6, 8, 16,
34-35, 148,198

Irving, Sarah (W. Is niece), 207-8

Irving, Sarah (W. Is sister; married
name van Wart), 36, 92, 198, 201,
and passim

Irving, Washington: birth of, 6, 26,
250; commercialization of, 247-48;
death of, 226, 242-44, 248-50; early
life of, 6—26; engagement of, and
death of fiancée, 33-34, 38, 55,
78-82, 84, 86, 176; family back-
ground of, 7, 12, 15-16; health issues
of, 91-92, 107, 114, 205, 209-10,
242—43; memorial address
honoring, 248-s1. See also specific
topics and events, e.g., law studies;
War of 1812

Irving, Washington, personal qualities
of, 45, 12, 17, 2122, 85, 152, 250;
affable disposition/generosity of
spirit, 179-80, 200, 250, 254, and
throughout; appearance/physical
descriptions, 73—74, 200, 219—20;
bad head for business, 31, 107, 170,
185, 22728, and passim; commit-
ment/devotion to family, 35, 40,
45-46, 80, 201, and throughout;
defense of the marginalized, 22, 127,
137, 157, and throughout (see also by
description, e.g., Native Americans);
diplomacy/tact, s, 12, 144, 179;
dread of public speaking, 150-51,
203—4; gift for friendship, 74, 154,
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Irving, Washington, personal qualities
of (continued)
257-58, and throughout; avoidance
of notoriety, 97, 151; outlook on life
and human nature, 209, 219, 229,
254; social popularity of, 89, 91, 144,
184-85, 204, 219—20, 257-58, and
throughout. See also specific topics,
e.g., humor; patriotism

Irving, Washington, writing of, 1-2, 56,
242, 260; beguiling prose/charm of,
66, 121-22, 231, 253-54; detractors/
criticism of; 3, 69, 71—72, 83, 18081,
255, 259, and passim; fans among
fellow writers, 36, 89—90, 110, 146—47,
2034, 257; formal qualities of, 224;
and generosity to fellow writers,
190-93, 249, and passimy; literary gift/
genius of, 65-66, 218, 242-43, 250,
253-55, 259; modest self-assessment
of, 5761, 204-3; painters’ influence
on, and vice versa, 66-68; popularity
of, 1-3, 13, 67—68, 71, 105-6, 144, 180,
204-5, 25658, 260—61; protagonists
characteristic of, 130; as setting
civilized standard, 152—53; skills of,
119, 166; style of, 1, 3, 15253, 219, 231,
25457, 260 (see also belletrism);
substance of, 254; technique of,
93—94; template for, 219; tone of, 44,
67, 224; and working habits, 84, 110;
and writer’s temperament, 42, 59—60;
and the writing life, 259—60. See also
specific titles and genres

Irving, William (W. Ls father), 7, 27,
34, 37,148,175, 235

Irving, William (W. Ls brother; writer
and statesman), 8,12—13, 40, 60,
107, 148-49. See also sons Irving,

Oscar and Irving, Pierre Munro
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Irving family business. See P. & E.
Irving & Co.

Irvington, NY, 194, 196

Isabella IT (nineteenth-century Spain),
202—11 passim

Isabella of Castille (fifteenth-century
Spain), 112, 114, 127, 136, 191-92

Islam, 127, 130, 142; Life of Mahomet,
212-17. See also Moors

“Italian Banditti, The,” 97-98

Italy, 11-12, 44, 53, 63-65, 98, 138

Ivanhoe (Scott), 40

Jackson, Andrew, 141, 18384

James, Henry, 47, 54, 74, 88, 95

Jefferson, Thomas, 22-23, 242, 256

Jeffrey, Francis, 36, 258

Jeunesse de Richelieu, La (play), 87

John Bull, 146

Johnson, Samuel, 32, 53, 75, 22123,
225; the Idler, 13

Jones, Brian Jay, 73

journals, 104-8

Judaism, 40, 127, 13031, 141-42, 214

Kean, Edmund, 88

Keats, John, 84

Kemble, Fanny, 257

Kemble, Gouveneur, 13, 185

Kennan, George E,, 207

Kidd, Captain, 98

Kieft, William, 1920, 22—23

Knickerbocker (magazine), 22729

Knickerbocker, Diedrich (persona), 4,
15—25, 76, 144, 187, 203, 253, 258;
missing person ads for, 15; persona
of, 15, 150—51; as Sketch Book
narrator, 48, 50; as Tales of a
Traveller narrator, 98—99. See also
History of New York, from the
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Lamb, Charles, 15, 51, 69, 71-72, 75, 83, 88

landscape, 44, 63-67, 135,197, 199

languages: learned/spoken by Irving,
106; translations of Irving’s works, 1

Las Casas, Bartolomé de, 109, 117-18, 120

law studies, 9, 3738, 64, 79-80

Lee, (General) Charles, 239

“Legend of Sleepy Hollow, The,” 23,
17, 46—48, 50, 54, 67, 95, 140, 173,
194, 228, 247-48

legends, 17, 38, 104, 140, 212, 215, 229;
local, 24, 53—-54, 68, 234, 253. See also
folklore

Legends of the Conquest of Granada,
170

Lesage, Alain-René (and Gil Blas), 133

Leslie, Charles R., 65

Letters of Jonathan Oldstyle, Gent., 10,
15, 76

Lewis and Clark expeditions, 166

Life and Voyages of Columbus, The, 2,
109—20, 126, 136—37, 159, 163, 165—66,
170, 186, 188, 218-19, 233, 259;
reception of, 111-12, 126-27

Life of George Washington, 201-2, 211,
231-46; reception of, 242-43

Life of Mahomet, 212-17, 233

Life of Oliver Goldsmith, 2, 188, 21826,
233,259

“lighter literature,” 254

Lincoln, Abraham, 244

literature, career in, 101—2; and
nineteenth-century literary life, 97;

and the writer’s life, 1, 5, 259-60
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“Little Britain,” 46

Little Nell (Dickens), 173, 203

Liverpool, England, 34-36, 41,
84,91

Lizzie (Irving’s nanny), 6

“London Antiques,” 46

London Quarterly Review, 128

loneliness, 35, 41, 60, 84, 253

Longfellow, Henry Wadsworth, 53,
110-11, 257, 259

“Lynch’s law,” 157

Madison, Dolley, 34, 258

Madison, James, 34

Mahomet: Life of Mahomet, 21217,
233; Mahomet and His Successors,
216

Mahon, Lord (Philip Henry
Stanhope), 65-66

Mandeville, John, 113

Manhattan, 6-7, 23, 29, 98—99, 197-98.
See also History of New York, A;
New York City

Marble Faun, The (Hawthorne), 148

marginalized groups, sympathy for/
defense of, 22, 127, 137, 157, and
throughout. See also by description,
e.g, Native Americans

marriage, 56, 76—77, 253; representa-
tions of, 77, 173, 177, 225

Marshall, (Chief Justice) John, 232

masculinity, 158, 235; and role models,
38-39, 235

masks. See personae

Mather, Cotton, 51

May, Karl, 182

McFarland, Philip, 162, 190, 199—200,
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McKenzie, Donald, 167
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melancholy, 5, 83-86; “Pleasures of
Melancholy,” 96; as staple of
Romanticism, 84

Melville, Herman, 29, 259—61

memoir/memoir writing, 36, 42, 160,
171, 178, 209, 231

memory, 18, 209, 228, 251. See also “Rip
Van Winkle”

Mexico, 190-93

Miller, Perry, 21

missing-person ads, 15

Mitchill, Samuel Latham, 15

Mohammed. See Mahomet

“Money Diggers, The: Found Among
the Papers of the Late Diedrich
Knickerbocker,” 98—99

Montaigne, Michel de, 42, 101

Monthly Review, 221

Moore, Thomas, 69, 146, 257-58

Moors, 112, 127-32, 13437, 139, 142,
160, 188-89, 212, 216, 229; Irving’s
affection/sympathy for, 131-32, 137

Morse, Samuel F. B., 173

“Mountjoy,” 228

Muhammad. See Mahomet

Muley Abul Hasan, 130

Murillo, Bartolomé Esteban, 65

Murray, John, 57, 60, 127-28, 14546,
180, 249, 257

muse, 221

Muslims. See Islam

mutability of literature, 55-56

myth/mythologies, 18-19, 53, 74, 124,
181-82, 234; romantic, surrounding

Irving, 81

Napoleon I, 38, 23233
Napoleon III (Louis Napoleon),

199—200
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Native Americans, 21, 156—57, 164—68,
237-38; Irving’s insights into,
166-68, and passim. See also
indigenous peoples

nature: appreciation of, 229-30, and
throughout. See also landscape;
Romanticism; Sunnyside; specific
works, e.g., Alhambra, The; Sketch
Book; Tour on the Prairies

Navarrete, Martin Fernandez de, 109,
120

New Amsterdam, 16—20

Newton, Gilbert Stuart, 65

New York City, 6-32, 98-99, 150;
Central Park, 197; as “Gotham,” 13;
Wall Street, 7, 26—27, 29—31; William
Street, 7, 26—30. See also History of
New York, from the Beginning of the
World to the End of the Dutch
Dynasty, A

New-York Historical Society, 23,
248-50

nieces of Sunnyside, 195-96, 201,
207-8, 211, 243, 248

“nine Worthies,” 13

nonfiction writing, 92, 129

Nookamis (Tla-0-qui-aht chief), 164

North American Review, 160

nostalgia, 229. See also past, the

notoriety, 97, 151

novel, the, 58, 101; and Irving’s
novelistic skill, 119

Ocampo, Sebastidn de, 122

Ojeda, Alonso de, 121-23

Oldstyle, Jonathan (persona), 10, 15,
76

Olmsted, Frederick Law, 197

opera, 12, 87, 91, 104, 107, 170, 206
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Oregon, 2, 161, 164, 169, 210

Osage, the (tribe), 15657

outsider, the. See bachelorhood;
stranger, the

Oxford, University of, 144

painters/paintings, 63-68, 104,
223-24; Hudson River School of,
68, 230; influence on Irving, and
vice versa, 66-68; Irving’s
friendships with, 63—64; Spanish,
65,138

Paris, France, 12, 27, 44, 74, 87,
94,1067, 134, 144, 179-80, 195,

228

past, fascination with/veneration for,
1, 10, 13, 16-17, 26, 36, 43—45, 135, 139,
187, 189, 229, and throughout. See
also antiquarianism; history; ruins

patriarchs/patriarchy, 16-17, 49-s0, 77,
112, 235; and father figures, 38-39,
235; Irving as “Patriarch of
American Letters,” 1; Irving called
“father of American literature,” 235

patriotism, 44, 113, 149-50, 154, 249

Paulding, James Kirke, 8, 13-14, 141,
232

Pawnee, the (tribe), 156

Payne, John Howard, 87—90

Peel, Sir Robert, 257

P. & E. Irving & Co. (family business),
34-36; bankruptcy, 35, 38, 40, 59, 61,
80; and W. Is stay in Liverpool,
34-36, 41,84, 91

Pérez de Hita, Ginés, 136

periodic essays, 15. See also Letters of
Jonathan Oldstyle; Salmagundi
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personae, 10, 13, 15, 38, 69, 72, 75, 98,
127-29, 15051, 159, 228; and the
unreliable narrator, 129, 228. See also
Agapida, Fray Antonio; Crayon,
Geoffrey; Knickerbocker, Diedrich;
Oldstyle, Jonathan

personal essays, 1, 15, 43, 70, 75, 12425,
159, 251

“Philip of Pokanoket,” 173

Philipse, Mary, 238—39

Philosophy of Composition (Poe), 177

picaresque, the, 133

picturesque, the, 23, 37, 44, 76, 104,
206. See also landscape;
Romanticism

pirates, 12, 96, 98-99

Pizarro, Francisco, 124

plays and playwriting, 87-90, 106,
224-26

“Pleasures of Melancholy,” 96

Poe, Edgar Allan, 3-4, 45, 53, 88,166,
177-78, 258—61

Poets’ Corner in Westminster Abbey,
55-56

political satire. See Knickerbocker,
Diedrich

politics, 11, 22, 38, 49, 60, 179, 183-86,
242, 244. See also Federalist Party

Ponce de Ledn, Juan, 124

poor, sympathy for, 22. See also
common folk; marginalized groups

Pope, Alexander, 53, 260

postmodernism avant la lettre, 53

Praz, Mario, 177

Prescott, William H., 136, 178, 233,
242-43, 257; and The Conquest of
Mexico, 190-93

Preston, (Senator) William Campbell,
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public speaking, 15051, 2034
Puritanism, 2, 22, 50-51, 53, 137, 185

Quarterly Review, 128

quietude, 34, 50, 75, 184, 196,
208

Quixote, Don, 90, 133

Rabelais, Frangois, 19

Ramsay, David, 233

Randolph, John (of Roanoke), 257

rationalism, 53, 94, 216

Realism, 140, 159

religion, 7-8, 36-37, 127, 138, 175, 213,
217. See also specific religions, e.g,,
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Republican Party, 179, 242

republican principles, 44-4s, 70, 185,
235

research, 109, 120-22, 166

Revolutionary War. See American
Revolution

Reynolds, Sir Joshua, 223-24

Rich, Obadiah, 109, 257

“Rip Van Winkle,” 1-3, 11, 17-18, 46-50,
54, 77, 140—41, 150, 194, 248, 258;
frame of, 48

Romanticism, 17, 36, 53, 64, 84, 140,
199; consumptive maiden as trope
of, 177; and imagination, 134;
melancholy as staple of, 84

Royal Society of Literature, 144

ruins, 1, 17, 36, 43, 92, 104, 134-35,
189

“Rural Funerals,” 46, 55, 173

“Rural Life in England,” 46, 199

Russell, Lord John, 257
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Salmagundi, 4,13-14, 33,172, 250

Saratoga Springs, NY, 17, 145, 154

satire, 1-2, 13, 38, 74, 93, 95, 127—29, 220,
261. See also History of New York, A;
Knickerbocker, Diedrich;
Salmagundi; Sketch Book, The

Schiller, Friedrich, 108

Scotland: and Irving’s Scottish
heritage, 7, 15. See also Scott, Sir
Walter; Wilkie, David

Scott, Sir Walter, 1, 25, 36—40, 260;
Cooper and, 181; as fan of Irving’s
writing, 36; Ivanhoe, 40; popularity
of, 36; Waverley, 38, 40; Irving’s
friendship with, 36-40, 53-34,
59—62, 84,146, 160, 257; as Irving’s
role model, 38-39, 235

secularism, 22, 94

Sei Shonagon, 42

sentimental writing, 1-2, 55, 17278,
258-59

sexuality, 74. See also bachelorhood

Shakespeare, William, 38-39, 46

Shelley, Mary, 89-90. 257

Shelley, Percy Bysshe, 89

She Stoops to Conquer, o, The Mistakes
of a Night (Goldsmith), 22426

short story, the, 1-2, 99-101, 258-59;
American, §4; supernatural, 150.
See also Alhambra, The; Chronicle
of the Conquest of Granada, A;
Sketch Book, The; Tales of a
Traveller

Sioux, the (tribe), 167

sketch, as literary form, 63; Irving’s
preference for, 99-101, 228. See also
Crayon, Geoffrey

Sketch Book of Geoffrey Crayon, Gent.,
The, 1-3, 15, 33, 36, 42—58, 60-63,
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67-69, 71, 83-84, 86, 88—90, 105,
118-19, 172—73, 199, 236, 250, 256—59;
as Irving’s key work, 42; Knicker-
bocker as narrator, 48, 50; reception
of, 42, 58, 60, 69; “The Author’s
Account of Himself,” 43. See also
“Legend of Sleepy Hollow, The”;
“Rip Van Winkle”

slavery, 115-17, 122, 129, 16667,
244-45; and abolitionism,
244-245

Sleepy Hollow, NY, 50, 154. See also
“Legend of Sleepy Hollow, The”

Smith, Sydney, 25

social connections, 257—58, and
throughout

Sojourners. See McFarland, Philip

Solis y Rivadeneyra, Antonio de,
191

solitude, 34, 56, 59, 79-80, 158, 186, 210,
225

Sontag, Susan, 188, 224

Spain, 2, 81, 84,108-42, 194, 202-11,
257; Irving as U.S. Minister to,
202-11; Irving’s fascination with,
135-39; and Spanish literature,
138-39; and Spanish painters/
paintings, 65, 138. See also
Alhambra, The; Granada; Mexico;
Moors

Spanish Inquisition, 130, 214

Sparks, Jared, 231-32, 243

Spectator (Addison/Steele), 13, 69, 71,
257

spectator/ﬂaneur, 29, 43—44, 74, 228;
the bachelor spectator, 74-75

Spiritualist movement, 94-95

statues, 29, 116, 196, 246

steamship company, 107
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Steele, Richard, 13, 15, 69, 75. See also
Spectator

Sterne, Laurence, 19

Stevenson, Robert Louis, 53-54,
140

“St. Mark’s Eve,” 81

Stock Exchange, New York, 30-31

storytelling/Irving as consummate
storyteller, s0-53, 112, 192-93, 242,
260

stranger/outsider, the, 12,16-17, 72, 84,
112, 210, 218; the spectator/flaneur,
29, 43—44, 74-75, 228

Stuyvesant, Peter, 23, 48, 67-68

“Sunday in London, A,” 46

Sunnyside, 2, 38, 50, 68, 74, 194—202,
208, 211, 22629, 241, 243—44,
247-48; nieces of, 195-96, 201,
207-8, 211, 243, 248

supernatural short story genre, 140

superstition, 38, 48, 115; and bewitch-
ment, 8, 50-51, 53—-54

Swift, Jonathan, 19

Switzerland, 209

Sydney, Sir Philip, 56

Tales of a Traveller, 2, 91-103, 220;
Buckthorne section of, 95-97, 220;
Knickerbocker’s appearance in,
98-99; literary genres in, 93;
reception of; 99, 105, 107

Tales of the Alhambra. See Alhambra,
The

Talma, Frangois-Joseph, 87

Tarrytown, NY, 50, 154, 194, 227.

See also Sunnyside

taste, and its changing history, 13, 148,
178, 253, 257, 260—61

Thackeray, William, 54, 199
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theater, 7-8, 11-13, 38, 68, 81, 106, 206,
258; plays and playwriting, 87-90,
106, 224—26; theatrical criticism, 11,
13, 96-97. See also opera

Thoreau, Henry David, 4, 137-38, 186

Thorn, Jonathan (Captain), 164

Ticknor, George, 136

“Time of Unexampled Prosperity, A:
The Great Mississippi Bubble,” 228

Tonish (character), 156

Tonquin (ship), 164, 168

Tour on the Prairies, A, 42—43, 154—60,
254, 259; reception of, 160

translations of Irving’s works, 1

travel writing, 42, 251. See also
Alhambra, The; Astoria; Sketch
Book, The; Tales of a Traveller; Tour
on the Prairies, A

treasure, buried, 98-99, 137, 140

Trollope, Anthony, 54

Trollope, Fanny, 45

Tushepaw nation, 167

Twain, Mark, 181, 253, 255, 26061

Tyler, John, 202

Unamuno, Miguel de, 137

University of Oxford, 144

unreliable narrator, 129, 228. See also
Knickerbocker, Diedrich; satire

Van Brunt, Brom (Brom Bones), 52, 95

Van Buren, Martin, 145, 184

Vanderlyn, John, 73

Van Tassel, Katrina, 51-52, 67, 247

Van Tassel family, 195

van Wart, Sarah (Irving) ,36,92,198, 201

Van Winkle, Rip, 18, 67, 90, 141, 144,
196, 258. See also “Rip Van Winkle”

Vargara (or Vergara), Juan de, 122
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Vaux, Calvert, 197

Veldsquez, Diego, 65

veneration, 1,173, 246

Verplanck, Gulian C., 24, 249

Vicar of Wakefield, The (Goldsmith),
220-23

Victorian era, 152, 173

vignettes, 42, 93

“Voyage, The,” 84

Voyages and Discoveries of Companions
of Columbus, The, 120-25, 170

Wagenknecht, Edward, 259

Wakefield, 220-23

Wall Street, 7, 26—27, 29-31

Wall Street (movie), 31

Warner, Charles Dudley, 2-3, 73,
253-54

Warner, Michael, 75-76, 94

War of 1812, 35, 44, 165, 169

Washington, George, 6, 29, 49—50;
Irving as named for, 6, 231; Life of
George Washington, 201-2, 211,
231—46; as role model, 235, 244

Washington, John Augustine, 239

Washington, Lawrence, 236-37

Washington, Martha, 232-33, 239

“Washington Allston,” 6365

Waverley (Scott), 38, 40

Webber, Wolfert, 98—99

Weber, Carl Maria von, 87, 170

Webster, Daniel, 202, 206

Weems, Mason L. (“Parson Weems”),
232-34, 256

Weil, Dr. Gustav, 212

West, William Edward, 65

Western series of books. See Astoria;
Captain Bonneville; Tour on the
Prairies, A
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“Wife, The,” 77,173, 177

Wilde, Oscar, 88,173

wilderness, 95, 156, 160, 163, 165—66,
185-86, 236-37

William IV, 145

Williams, Stanley T., 23, 172, 17779,
25455, 259

William Street, NYC, 7, 2630

Willkie, David, 65-66

Wilson, Edmund, 74

Wilson, Woodrow, 243

witches: and bewitchment, 8, 5031,
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Wolfert’s Roost, 194—95, 227

“Wolfert Webber,” 98—99

women, 201; and the consumptive
maiden trope, 177; as correspon-
dents, 207; and feminine beauty,
51, 77-79, 106, 222; warm
friendships with, 74; idealization
of, 81-82; and representations of
marriage, 77, 173, 177, 225. See also
by name

‘Woodworth, Marc, 257

writer’s life, 1, 5, 259-60
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Young, Charles Mayne, 88
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