© Copyright, Princeton University Press. No part of this book may be
distributed, posted, or reproduced in any form by digital or mechanical
means without prior written permission of the publisher.

CONTENTS

Introduction ix

Note on the Text & Translation xxxvii
The Excellence of Women 3
Acknowledgments 203

Further Reading 205
Notes 209

For general queries, contact info@press.princeton.edu



© Copyright, Princeton University Press. No part of this book may be
distributed, posted, or reproduced in any form by digital or mechanical
means without prior written permission of the publisher.

THE EXCELLENCE OF WOMEN

Regarding the excellence of women, Clea, I do
not hold the same opinion as Thucydides. For
he declares that the best woman is the one who
is least discussed by others, either with criti-
cism or praise, since he thinks that the name of
the good woman—just like her body —ought
to be locked away and out of the public eye.!
To me, Gorgias seems more discerning since he
recommends that the reputation, though not
the physical form, of a woman be well-known
to the masses.? The Romans’ custom, howev-
er, seems to be the best: It bestows appropriate
public praises for women after their death, just

as for men.
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THE EXCELLENCE OF WOMEN

For this reason, too, when our most excel-
lent friend Leontis died, right then I had a long
conversation with you that provided a great
deal of philosophical consolation. And now, as
you wished, I wrote up for you the remainder
of what I was saying about the idea that the
excellence of a man and a woman are one and
the same—though my essay offers a historical
demonstration and has not been composed for
listening pleasure.’ If, however, some delight
also results from the nature of the examples in-
cluded in my convincing argument, my account
does not avoid charm as an accomplice to proof.
My account is not ashamed “to mix together
the Graces with the Muses as a most beautiful
alliance,” as Euripides says, and to make its
credibility hang upon the part of the soul that

particularly loves beauty.*
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THE EXCELLENCE OF WOMEN

Now, if we were claiming that the same art of
painting exists for both men and women and we
were setting out examples of paintings by women
that were of the same caliber as paintings by
Apelles or Zeuxis or Nicomachus, would any-
one object on the grounds that we were aiming
to delight and entertain rather than persuade?® I
don’t think so. But what if we were demonstrat-
ing that poetic skill, or even prophetic exper-
tise, were not one craft for men and another for
women but the same craft for both? If we set the
verses of Sappho alongside those of Anacreon, or
the prophecies of the Sibyl against those of Bacis,
could anyone fairly fault our argument because
it led the listener to believe it while they also felt
joy and delight?® You would not say this either.

Why certainly, it is impossible to thorough-

ly understand the similarity and difference of

For general queries, contact info@press.princeton.edu



© Copyright, Princeton University Press. No part of this book may be
distributed, posted, or reproduced in any form by digital or mechanical
means without prior written permission of the publisher.

IF'YNAIKQON APETAI

katapabelv paiov, i) Blovg Piloig xatl mpaceot
Tpaceig domep Epya peyding téxvngmapatifévrag
apa xai oKkorovvIag, €1 TOV avTOV EXEL YapaKTipa
Kal TOToVv 1] Zeppdpews PeyaroTpaypnoovvn
T Zeodotplog 1 1} TavaxkvAAi§og ovveoig Tj
Sepoviov Tob PaciAémg, 1) T0 Iopkiag ppdvnpa
T@® Bpovutov kal 10 ITehomidov 1@ TipoxAelag,
KATA TNV KUPLWOTATNY KOWOTNTA Kal SUvauLy.
"Eme1dn) diagpopdg yé tivag £tépag, womep xpoLag
1diag, ai apetai dia Tag voelg Aappfdvovot kai
ouvveCopolodvtal Toig UIokeluévolg €Beot xal
Kpdoeol owPATmV Kal Tpo@aic kai Oiaitalg:
AMmG yap avopeiog 6 AytMevg AMmg 6 Alag, kal
@povnots’Odvooémc ovy Opoia tij Néotopog ovde
dikatog woavtwg Kdtwv kat Aynoiiaog, ovde
Eip1jvn @idavdpog wg "AAknotig ovde Kopvnhia
peyahd@pwv wg ‘OAvpmidg. AAAG pn mapa

TOoUTO TTOMAG Kai dlapdpoug motdpuev avopeiag

For general queries, contact info@press.princeton.edu



© Copyright, Princeton University Press. No part of this book may be
distributed, posted, or reproduced in any form by digital or mechanical
means without prior written permission of the publisher.

THE EXCELLENCE OF WOMEN

men’s and women’s excellence in any other way
except by setting lives beside lives and deeds be-
side deeds, just as with the works of any great

craft, and at the same time examining whether

« the lofty ambition of Semiramis has
the same imprint and pattern as that of
Sesostris;’

e Tanaquil’s intelligence is the same as King
Servius’s;®

e Porcia’s resolve is the same as Brutus’s;’

* Pelopidas’s spirit is the same as

Timocleia’s;'"

that is, we should make the examination re-
garding the most important shared features and
properties because the excellences at any rate

take on certain other variations—their own
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colorings, so to speak—on account of our na-
tures, and they become adapted to one’s under-
lying habits, bodily temperament, upbringing,

and lifestyle. For example,

o Achilles is courageous in one way, and
Ajax in another;

e Odysseus’s judgment is not the same as
Nestor’s;

 Cato and Agesilaus are not righteous in
the same manner;'!

« Eirene is not devoted to her husband in
the same way Alcestis is;'2

 Cornelia is not self-confident just as

Olympias is."

But let us not, for this reason, create many dif-
ferent definitions of courage and judgment and

justice, provided that the specific dissimilarities

II
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TROJAN WOMEN

do not exclude any example from its proper
consideration.

Therefore, I will pass over the overly famous
examples and however many I suppose you may
already know and understand since you read
books constantly —except if something worth
hearing has escaped the notice of our prede-
cessors who narrated the commonly published
accounts. Since many deeds worth telling have
been done by women, both individually and
collectively, it’s just as well to begin by telling

briefly the stories of their collective actions.

Trojan Women

Most of the refugees from Troy at the time of
its capture faced a storm, and because of their

inexperience with sailing and their ignorance

13

For general queries, contact info@press.princeton.edu



© Copyright, Princeton University Press. No part of this book may be
distributed, posted, or reproduced in any form by digital or mechanical
means without prior written permission of the publisher.

TPQIAAEX

v TraAiav kai tept 1oV OUpPptv ToTapov 6ppoig
Kal vavAdyolg dvayxaiolg poALg UTTOS paApOVTEG,
QUTOL PEV ETAAVOVTO TTEPL TNV XDPAY PPATTIP®V
dedpevol, taig 8¢ yuvaiiv umintel Aoylopudg, og
1ntioodv ©®puoig €v yij mdong TAdvn g kai vavtiAiag
€l Te Kal KaA®dG pdtTovoty avBpdmolg dpeivewv
¢oti, kai matpida Ol molelv avtovg, dmoAaPeiv
fjv anrohwAékaot pn Svvapévovg. 'Ex 8¢ tovtov
ovp@povioaocal katé@AeEav ta mAola, ULAG
katapapévng d¢ @aot ‘Pounc. Ipdfaocar 6¢
talita 1toig avépaoy dmivtwv Bonbodot mpog
v 0dAattay, kai pofovueval Ty opynVv ai pev
avopdv, ai 6’ oikeiwv avtidapPavopevar kat
KatapAoboat ATap @G, EEeTpavvay @ TPOT® Ti|g
@PAOoPPOooUVNG. ALO Kal YEYOVE Kal TTAPAUEVEL TATG
Popaiov yuvaiy £t viv €8og domtaleoBat peta
TOoU KATAPIAETY TOUG KATA YEVOG TTPOOTKOVTAG
a¥Talg. ZuviSOVTEG Yap MG EOLKE TNV AVAYKNY

ol Tphdeg kal dpa melpwuevol TOV Eyympiov,

14

For general queries, contact info@press.princeton.edu



© Copyright, Princeton University Press. No part of this book may be
distributed, posted, or reproduced in any form by digital or mechanical
means without prior written permission of the publisher.

TROJAN WOMEN

of the sea, they were driven off course to Italy.
Near the Tiber River, they just barely ran under
the shelter of a much-needed safe harbor. While
the men were wandering around the countryside
looking for local guides, the women happened
to reflect that for a people to be happy and suc-
cessful, any kind of settlement on land is better
than every wandering voyage, and that they
should create a new fatherland since they were
unable to recover the one they had lost. Conse-
quently, the women agreed to burn down their
ships, and the one woman who ignited them —so
they say —was named Roma.'* After the women
did this, they ran to meet the men who were
running to the shore to rescue the ships. Fear-
ing their wrath, some women embraced their
husbands, others their family, and they kissed
them insistently and soothed them with this

display of affection. For this reason, it became

Is
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WOMEN OF PHOCIS (I)

and remains even now the custom for Roman
women to greet their kin with kisses. For, as it
seems, the Trojan men, once they understood
the crisis and also had gotten to know the locals,
who welcomed them kindly and generously, ap-
preciated what the women did and settled there
together with the Latins.!

Women of Phocis ()

The deed of the Phocian women hasn’t gained
a famous chronicler, but it is inferior to none
of the deeds of women in its bravery (arete).'®
Ancient decrees and the great rites that the
Phocians conduct still to this day near Hyam-
polis bear witness to it. I have written a point-
by-point account of the fighting in the Life of
Daiphantus, but the story about the women is

as follows.”
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WOMEN OF PHOCIS (I)

The Thessalians waged a relentless war against
the Phocians.'® The Thessalians, for example,
massacred all the rulers and tyrants in the Pho-
cian cities in a single day, and the Phocians beat
to death 250 Thessalian prisoners of war. Then
the Thessalians invaded with their entire army
by way of Locris, having decreed that no adult
man be spared and the women and children be
enslaved. So, Daiphantus, the son of Bathylli-
us, himself in this third term as the chief officer
of the Phocians, persuaded the Phocian men to
meet the Thessalians in battle again and to gather
together the women with their children from
all over Phocis in a single place, pile up a heap
of wood around them, and leave behind guards
with orders to swiftly light the wood and in-
cinerate the bodies if they heard that the men
were being defeated. The rest of the men voted

to approve these measures, but one man stood
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WOMEN OF PHOCIS (I)

up and said that it would be the right thing for
the women to also agree to them, and that if they
did not, the women should be permitted to leave
and not be compelled to comply. When this ac-
count came through to the women, they assem-
bled among themselves and voted to approve the
proposal, and they presented Daiphantus with
a crown for advising the best course of action
for Phocis. They say that even the children as-
sembled on their own and voted in favor of the
same measures.

After these things were settled, the Phocians
attacked and were victorious near the Cleonae
district of Hyampolis. The Greeks called this
vote the “Desperation of the Phocians,” and
even to this day they celebrate the greatest fes-
tival of all—the Elaphebolia for Artemis—in

Hyampolis because of this victory.
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