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Introduction

In their fifth studio album, Resurrection (1996), the Houston-based
hip hop collective Geto Boys closes with dialogue from Larry
Hoover—the founder of one of the most notorious street gangs
in Chicago, the Gangster Disciples. Simply titled “A Visit with
Larry Hoover,” the track begins with Hoover’s voice rising above
the static of the prepaid penitentiary phone call.

Hoover takes a deep dive into what he views as the commodi-
fication of the prison industry. “Big companies own prisons now,”
he complains. “They all got stock in prisons. Mastercard, Smith
Barney. These honkeys so cold out this way.”* For Hoover, the only
hope for disrupting and dismantling this novel form of socioeco-
nomically anchored racial oppression is to mobilize the youth.
“They ain’t worried about me,” he says confidently. “They got me.”
He continues, “But they are worried about the kids. Because the
youth is more feisty now than I was.”

While his emphasis on molding the younger generation is not
so surprising, what is somewhat unexpected is the method by
which Hoover thinks these “feisty” kids should go about changing

1. See “A Visit with Larry Hoover” (00:13).
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2 INTRODUCTION

not only the American carceral system, but also, more impor-
tantly, the entire social structure that supports it. What method
is this?

As a career gangster, Hoover is no stranger to violence. How-
ever, when laying out his vision of the future, he warns against
relying exclusively on the conventional modes of violence that
fueled his criminal activity and helped him grow wealthy and
respected in inner city Chicago. Instead, he ends the call by advo-
cating for the political education of America’s marginalized youth
and suggests that the powers-that-be fear this form oflife far more
than the violent persona that made his organization such a force
in the criminal underworld.

“You know it’s political,” Hoover begins again. “But see the
mayor is scared of me. . . . See, I'm telling these young boys to put
them guns down and pick up that ballot, you know?”

He continues:

You know, you can kill as many niggas as you want as long as
you don’t go to the polls. But if you go to the polls, they gon’
snatch you off the streets, you know? If we don’t do nothin’
about this stuff in a minute, shit, we at the point of no return.

It might come to a surprise that a person with such an extensive
history of violence would denounce it as a means of achieving a
desired political goal. It may strike some as even more surprising
that Hoover, a high school dropout and career criminal in the ille-
gitimate economy, would push for a cooperative political strategy,
like electoral politics, over impulsive coercive action.

Is this a contradiction? How can a “street” guy like Hoover
reconcile a lifetime of socially deviant behavior with a mainstream
political plan of action?

Part of why one might view this move by Hoover as paradoxical
is because the street phenomenon is saturated® with a countless

2. See “A Visit with Larry Hoover” (1:16).
3. See “A Saturated Phenomenon” (Marion, 2007).
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INTRODUCTION 3

number of pejorative conditions. Many people associate the word
“street” with immorality, dysfunction, and political indecency,
inspired by blockbuster films like 7The Godfather (1972) and Paid
in Full (2002) and powerful TV dramas like The Wire (2002). All
these programs depict street life primarily as a domain defined by
illegitimate economic activity—the realm of drug markets, gam-
bling rings, extortion, and murder. Though this portrayal does
capture much of what Hoover’s life was about up until (and maybe
even after) his Geto Boys interview, it fails to provide insight into
the important sense in which his call for political action qualifies
as street activity just as much as sellin’ dope or kickin’ doors.

If we consider the history of social movements, it becomes quite
clear that there’s other connotative elements to “street” life that
are rarely (if ever) depicted in popular culture or acknowledged
in empirical studies. For example, in what sense do organizations
like the Moorish Science Temple (MST), Nation of Islam (NOI),
and the Black Panther Party of Self Defense count as “street?”
All of these organizations called for the kind of political action
Hoover defends, but there’s yet to be a philosophical framework
developed that connects the criminal elements of the street men-
tality to its political features. In other words, we don’t have a way
of reconciling the ways in which Hoover’s criminal persona and
political personality can both play a role in his being “street smart.”
These are not distinct psychological features. They are two sides
of the same coin.

The problem begins at the level of language. With this in mind,
the aim of Chapter 1 is to provide a better understanding of the
political nature that is inherent in the term “street.” Here I want
to show how, when interpreted as a cultural phenomenon, the
street realm should be understood as any kind of marginal dis-
course (communication) that emerges when people feel silenced
by a dominant social structure. As a social arrangement, the
street domain functions as an inherently political form of life. I
demonstrate the political nature of the streets by highlighting the
internal strife within the Black Lives Matter movement. When
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it comes to understanding the political reality of the streets, the
Black Lives Matter case is instructive, given that the mainstream
media presented this movement (and its leaders) as a “grassroots”
campaign, even though, almost from the very beginning, there
were countless critics “on the ground” who viewed it as political
theatre driven by elements of the status quo.

The story of the Black Lives Matter movement explains why
the concept of the street is relevant for political contexts. It
demonstrates how the mainstream media can showcase people
and movements as representing the most marginal boundaries
of a social arrangement (the street domain)—while being firmly
anchored in repressive institutions of power.

Chapter 2 builds on this political interpretation of the street
by presenting insights into a recent (and ongoing) social move-
ment in the United States. The American Descendants of Slavery
(ADoS) movement is a grassroots struggle that emerged in the
early 2010s dedicated to highlighting the specific needs and con-
cerns of Black-presenting people who are descendants of chattel
slavery and other oppressive systems in the U.S. (e.g., Jim Crow,
redlining, etc.). The main thesis of this chapter is what I call the
kinship network view. This framework highlights the ways in which
the cultural diversity of a social group (e.g., “Black people in Amer-
ica”) can be obscured by outsiders with the power to impose labels
(scripts) onto the collection of people in question. The ADoS case
provides insight into the value of an “insider’s perspective” for
understanding diverse human collectives that are tied together
by imposed structural designations. It’s also a prime example of
why “street discourse” is an important element for understanding
the ever-evolving cultural dynamics of political actors in a social
arrangement.

Though street discourse is a group-level phenomenon, it is
individual people who are responsible for breathing life into this
form of social engagement. This aspect of the streets requires me
to introduce (and explain) a feature of the human condition that I
refer to as the street disposition, the subject of Chapter 3. The street
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disposition is a person’s psychological and spiritual capacity to
resist an unjust social arrangement. Manifestations of street cul-
tures don’t just pop up out of thin air. Neither does social change.
Throughout history, courageous individuals are “called” to step
out on faith and challenge authority. Philosopher Jacques Derrida
calls this practice freeplay.

In my reading, Derrida acknowledges two interpretations of
freeplay—what I refer to in this book as freeplay, and freeplay,. A
person with a healthy street disposition always strives for free-
play,. There are two prerequisites for practicing freeplay,. The
person has to be alienated and marginalized. Most importantly,
they must have the desire to draw their critical strategies directly
from other marginal actors rather than any resources the status quo
makes available. Freeplay, helps ensure that a person develops a
form of street knowledge that is imaginative and creative.

The rest of the book is focused on applications of these founda-
tional philosophical concepts introduced in the first three chapters
(e.g., street discourse, kinship networks, and the street disposition).
Chapters 4, 5, 6, and 7 connect these ideas to popular concepts
in social theory and real-world political organizing through the
lens of what is often referred to as the Black Liberation struggle
in America.

For example, in Chapter 4, I argue that the concept of the street
disposition is vital for understanding what social theorists, activ-
ists, and organizers call consciousness raising.

People are often unaware of the injustices that structure their
everyday lives. A single person exercising their street disposition
can help others overcome what Marxists call false consciousness.

On many occasions, artists (e.g., poets, musicians, etc.) are the
people who perform this consciousness raising role, especially in
social movements. This is why much of Chapter 4 is an exploration
of the intimate relationship that exists between the street disposi-
tion and artistic creativity.

Chapter 5 digs deeper into the value street knowledge has for
disrupting and subverting injustice in the political sphere. The
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6 INTRODUCTION

main argument of this chapter is that, if a person has sufficient
street knowledge about a problem space, violence is never nec-
essary for resistance. This thesis is in direct conflict with Frantz
Fanon’s point that “decolonization is always a violent event.” Pre-
sumably, Fanon and his followers extend this doctrine to all forms
of political unfairness. To defend my position, I highlight insights
from experienced leaders of the American Civil Rights movement
and show the effective nature a nonviolent direct action strategy
in the face of a cruel (and unbelievably violent) Jim Crow social
order. For me, nonviolent direct action is a perfect example how
marginal actors can undermine a social order by developing cre-
ative “tools” of resistance that are unimaginable to the repressive
status quo.

Not all repression is political. Some forms of dominance focused
more on dictating the cultural outlook of subordinates, the subject
of Chapter 6. The powers-that-be institute certain mechanisms
of psychological control, often by shaping the metaphysical and
religious aesthetic to which the subjugated group is exposed. Cul-
tural hegemony (as opposed to political repression) is an impor-
tant form of dominance to acknowledge because it diminishes
the potential for a group to secure the sacred (political) value of
self-determination. In this chapter, I describe what this problem
looks like in relation to America’s Black Liberation struggle and
show how grassroots cultural groups like the Moorish Science
Temple (MST), Nation of Islam (NOI), and the Five Percent
Nation of Gods and Earths developed creative strategies (street
discourses) to combat the hegemonic control of the white suprem-
acist social order that dominates American religion, media, and
scholarship. In my reading, the main purpose for the creation of
these organizations was to overcome a cultural problem that I call
white-mindedness.

Chapter 7 is concerned with the ways in which the street dis-
position is used to overcome economic exploitation. This chapter
is also meant to clear up the confusion that I mentioned earlier
about the possibly misleading (structural) relationship that
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obtains between “ghetto poor conditions” and the street domain.
There’s no doubt that experiencing immense economic disadvan-
tage can play a significant role in a person’s developing a critical
attitude toward a sociopolitical system, especially one grounded
on an exploitative economic base. However, we should be careful
about how great an emphasis we place on poor economic con-
ditions for being responsible for a street disposition. We should
also not fall victim to the tendency to conceive of the attitudes
tied to the street disposition as outlooks that we should demon-
ize or discourage. To better illustrate this point, I draw on a set
of concepts that philosopher Tommie Shelby calls “the hustler
and gangster ethic.” Contrary to what other social theorists have
suggested, I argue that, if it is possible to detach these two ethical
expressions from what some Marxists call the “the profit motive,”
people who embody the hustler and gangster ethic have the most
revolutionary potential for a progressive social movement. Much
of my argument is grounded in real-world testimonies of hustlers
like Butch Jones and his clique Young Boys Incorporated (YBI),
who made millions of dollars as teenagers selling heroin in some
of Detroit’s roughest neighborhoods in the early 1970s. I also draw
on the life experiences of Jeff Fort, one of the founders of the
Black P. Stone Nation, a large street gang still operating in many
ghetto communities today.

Can street knowledge be corrupted? That is the topic of Chap-
ter 8. A great deal of this discussion revolves around philosopher
Oldfémi O. Taiwo’s concept of elite capture. My main argument is
that people in power are always looking to incorporate wisdom
from the streets into their political agendas. Once this “redou-
bling” is complete, a ruling element has all the resources it needs to
contain or retaliate against a resistance movement. I use examples
from the Civil Rights movement and other moments in the Black
Liberation struggle to highlight this insight.

In Chapter 9, I attempt a formal analysis of what is often
referred to in popular culture as street credibility. Philosophi-
cally, understanding the nature of street credibility is crucial for
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evaluating what I call lived experience claims. When a speaker
utters a statement of the form “As an X, [therefore] p . ..,” they
seem to be signaling a relationship between their social identity
(X) and the legitimacy of the stated proposition. The qualifier
“As an X” seems to suggest to a listener that, because this person
identifies as an X, their statement can be trusted. We pay special
attention to lived experience claims because we care that people
are authentic representatives of a cultural group or movement.

Finally, I close with a story from my life as a community
organizer in the rural South. The purpose of this narrative is to
show not only that street knowledge is alive and well but also that
it can lay the foundation for a radically new way of doing philoso-
phy: what I call street philosophy.

Note on Method

There may be some who wonder why this book doesn’t engage
with a great deal of recent scholarship in social philosophy arising
from academic research programs like standpoint epistemology
and decolonial studies, and the growing literature emerging from
what some refer to as the “epistemology of resistance.”* To help
these readers gain a better understanding of why I have chosen not
to engage (in a deep sense) with these interesting (but very techni-
cal!) academic debates, I need to describe the scholarly methods
that shape the way this book is structured.

Much of Street Knowledge is grounded in linguistic analysis.
Specifically, this book was written with philosopher Ludwig Witt-
genstein’s use-theory of meaning in mind. “The meaning of a word,”
writes Wittgenstein, “is its use® in a language.”® Wittgenstein’s use-
theory is representative of a broader methodological approach
toward the problems of philosophy known as ordinary language

4. See The Epistemology of Resistance: Gender and Racial Oppression, Epistemic
Injustice, and Resistant Imaginations (Medina, 2012).

5. My italics.

6. See Section 43 of Philosophical Investigations (Wittgenstein, 1953).
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philosophy. Ordinary language philosophers are interested in elu-
cidating the meaning of a word based on how ordinary speakers
of a (natural) language apply it in everyday life. Part of why street
culture has been propagated across TV screens and social scientific
studies is because the public uses this word to talk about (describe)
various kinds of persons, activities, and dispositions.

For example, it’s not uncommon to hear ordinary people talk
about someone being “street” smart or a person having “street”
cred.” We even hear people talk about a piece of clothing being
“street” wear, a criminal organization being a “street” gang, or a
party administering (or receiving) “street” justice. All of these
locutions communicate different “senses”® of the term “street.”
One of the main goals of this book is develop a comprehensive
theoretical framework that helps the reader understand (1) that
the word “street” is what philosophers of language refer to as a
“cluster concept,” a term that can have different meanings in dif-
ferent contexts; (2) how the various connotations associated with
the “street” are compatible' with each other (what Wittgenstein
called family resemblance); and (3) why its negative associations
(such as drugs, crime, etc.) are often privileged over its progressive
connotations, in both popular culture and social science.

In addition to ordinary language philosophy, Street Knowledge
was also written with the history of ideas in mind. Of more an
intellectual orientation than a scholarly discipline, a theorist com-
mitted to the history of ideas is interested in connecting a new
thesis or framework to prominent ideas or systems of thought
that have had a significant impact on the character of (Western)
intellectual thought (e.g., Platonism, Liberalism, Marxism, etc.).
There are two reasons why I approach the subject of street knowl-
edge in this way.

7. Le., street credibility.

8. See “Sense and Reference” (Frege, 1892).
9. See Meanings as Species (Richard, 2019).
10. Not contradictory.
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First, orienting the concept of the street in the history of ideas
helps provide a solid scholarly base that is digestible for a broader
nonphilosophical audience. I wanted to avoid bogging readers
down with technical jargon from niche academic debates. Instead,
by wrestling with some of the most influential ideas of Western
intellectual thought, the book becomes more relevant to social
theorists who lack professional philosophical “training” (e.g., soci-
ologists, criminologists, anthropologists, literary scholars, etc.),
as well those who have no familiarity with academic parlance at
all. Lastly, writing about the streets through the lens of the his-
tory of ideas has pedagogical (teaching) significance. For those
who know little about history of social theory and criticism, this
book has the potential to serve as their first exposure to some of
the “big ideas” of Western culture—ideas that we all (arguably)
work with or use every day.

I'want to close this introduction with a cautionary note. There
are parts of this book that are very technical. I've tried to write in
a style that is sensitive to the general reader. Despite my efforts,
there was no way for me to eliminate every piece of philosophical
jargon. My hope is that I've provided the guidelines for a “language
game”" that will help people understand the psychological, spiri-
tual, and cultural tools required to make a difference in ¢4is world.

11. See Philosophical Investigations (Wittgenstein, 1953).
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structural injustices, and group
solidarity, 41-47

cultural domination, term, 107

cultural hegemony: form of domi-
nance, 6; problem space, 85

cultural identity, Garveyite movement,
107-11

cultural outlook, 6

cultural reading, street, 13

culture: Akbar on identity formation,
109-10; methods for learning
about, 36

culture of criticism, 25

culture of reference, Europe, 54

Currier, Stephen, Big Six and, 68

Daley, Richard, on public housing for
Black population, 145

Davidoff, Sid, Lindsay working with, 175

Dawley, David, on unfairness of ghetto,
131-32

Deacons of Defense, Williams, 104-5

debriefing, term, 170

De Fauw, Robert, Federal Drug
Enforcement Administration, 136

Derrida, Jacques: on authority of
Center, 67-68; Center metaphor,
51, 52nl12, 53, 155, 156; concept of
structure, 50, 51; essay “Structure,
Sign, and Play,” 50; ethnology,
54-56; interpretations of freeplay,
5, 56; on pioneers of hip hop, 83;
poststructuralist framework, 89; on
role of event, 53

Detroit, Jones and Young Boys Incor-
porated (YBI), 134-36

deviance, on cultural interpretation of
street, 13

dialectical materialism, Marx, 37

diaspora, “Moorish nation,” 113

diaspora wars, 42

“digital summing,” Shahid on, 121

discourse, hidden transcript, 29

discovery, term, 65

discursive reality, street culture and, 30

discursive view, consequences of,
20-21

dope game: incarceration risk, 136-37;
Jones on, 135

Drake, St. Clair, as “Father of Black
Studies,” 56

Dream Team, Harvard’s, 57, 57n24, 58

Drew, Timothy, 111. See also Ali, Noble
Drew

DuBois, W.E.B.: “beyond the Veil,”
108; on Black folk in America,
33-35; Black people seen “through
the eyes of the other world,” 109;
“Negro problem,” 114; second
sight capacity, 62-63; The Souls
of Black Folk, 62; on “through
the Veil,” 38

economic exploitation, problem
space, 85

education, white society and Black
people’s identity, 108-9

Eley, Geoff, on bourgeois public, 19

elite capture, concept of, 7, 155

El Rukns: Arabic term, 148; transition,
164

emic/etic distinction, 33, 33n7; cultural
interpretations and, 36; Harris on
etic route, 36

emic problem of publicity, 31-32

emic skepticism, 36-37

Engels, Friedrich: Lukacs and, 72;
notion of kinship relations, 26137

Enlightenment, 54

epistemic tracking, term, 32n4

ethic, hustler and gangster, 130-31

ethnocentrism, 54

ethnology, 54; Derrida’s, 54-56;
European culture, 54

eugenics, 54

European society, public sphere in, 18

evolution, Darwin’s theory, 37

Facebook, 21, 23, 39

false consciousness, 5, 71; Lukacs on,
72-73

family resemblance, Wittgenstein, 9

Fanon, Frantz: on atmosphere of
violence, 97; on decolonization,
6; on decolonization as violent
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phenomenon, 93; on Garvey, 108;
on revolutionary potential, 152

Fard Muhammad, W. D.: “Asiatic”
term, 118n24; Nation of Islam and,
114-18

Farmer, James, “Big Six,” 66, 67

Farrakhan, Louis, Nation of Islam’s
Mosque No. 7, 161

“Father of Black Studies,” Drake as, 56

Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI):
Hoover of, 160-61; infiltration of
organizations, 162; possibility of
surveillance, 162-63

Fellowship of Reconciliation (FOR):
founding of, 96-97; leadership, 98

felon, term, 188-89

felon community, Florida, 184

Felon Voting Rights movement,
Florida, 182

Felski, Ruth, idea of a “counterpublic,” 19

First Amendment, U.S. Constitution,
164

Five Percent, language game, 119, 120

Five Percenters, government investiga-
tion of, 161

Five Percent Nation, 132, 139, 169;
Clarence 13X and, 118-27; ideol-
ogy, 125-26; Shahid and Allah, 122;
street academy in, 126

Five Percent Nation of Gods and
Earths, 6

Florida: Felon Voting Rights move-
ment, 182; legal financial obligations
(LFOs), 187

Florida constitution, Amendment 4 of],
186, 187,188

Florida Rights Restoration Coalition
(FRRC), 184-90

Florida’s criminal justice system:
prison sentence, 187; Trick Daddy
and Kodak Black on, 183-84

Florida Supreme Court, 186, 187

Ford Foundation, 127

Fort, Jeff: Almighty Black P. Stone
Nation, 144-48; biography of
Black P. Stone Nation, 163, 164;
founder of Black P. Stone Nation, 7,
174; Moore on, 164
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Fox News as news source, 181

Fraser, Nancy: on power relations, 22;
on public sphere, 19, 20

Frazier, E. Franklin, Carmichael and, 95

freedom of religion, U.S. Constitu-
tion, 111

Freedom Ride Coordinating Council,
Kennedy (Robert) and, 159

Freedom Riders: principle of nonvio-
lence, 105-6; punishment for sing-
ing freedom songs, 168

Freedom Rides, 157, 158

freeplay: alienation principle, 53-54;
concept of, 53; interpretations of, 5,
56, 64, 78; marginalization princi-
ple, 54-55

freeplay, 5, 56,78

freeplay,, 5, 56, 78

Fricker, Miranda: on credibility econ-
omy, 176; defining social power, 176;
testimonial injustice, 177

Fruit of Islam (FOI), 115

Fry, John, The Woodlawn Organization
(TWO), 147

Gandhi, Mahatma, nonviolence
principle, 102-3

gang, term, 148-49

gangster(s), 129; revolutionary mental-
ity, 131-34; Shelby on, 129, 130-31

Gangster Disciples, Hoover as founder, 1

gangster ethic: loyalty, respect and,
144-52; organizations, 162-63

gang wars, 151-52

Garvey, Marcus: Black Liberation
leader, 84; cultural identity and
self-determination, 107-11; grass-
roots figure, 174; incarceration of,
196; legacy of, 197; social movement
leader, 171; UNIA, 147, 160

Garveyism, cultural aspect of, 111

Garza, Alicia, on “black lives matter,”
21,51, 55,58

Gates, Henry Louis, Jr., Dream Team,
57, 57n24, 58, 59

Geto Boys: interview of Hoover, 1, 3;
Resurrection (album), 1

“ghetto poor,” Anderson on, 14
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“ghetto poor circumstances,” 12; street
culture and, 15

ghetto poor communities, Shelby on,
128-31

Godfather, The (trilogy films), 3, 149

Goodfellas (film), 149-50, 169

Grant, James, on felon voting rights, 186

“grassroots” campaign, Black Lives
Matter as, 4

gravitation, Newton’s laws, 37

Great Migration, Black Americans,
144-45

group membership, 32; theoretical
evaluation, 37; tracking, 32, 32n4

group solidarity, cultural diversity,
structural injustices, and, 41-47

Groveland neighborhood, Chicago, 17

Habermas, Jurgen, on development of
public sphere, 18, 19

Hairston, Eugene “Bull,” Blackstone
Rangers, 146-47

Hall, Stuart: on Black Lives Matter, 21;
on conjuncture, 30

Hamer, Fannie Lou, civil rights move-
ment, 94

Hampton, Fred, “rainbow coalition”
term, 185, 185n25

Harlem, Basquiat as SAMO, 191-92

Harris, Jessie, Carmichael sharing story
of, 166

Harris, Marvin: on anthropological
inquiry, 36; on emic skepticism,
36; on emic theories in anthropol-
ogy, 35

Harvard, 193, 194; African and African
American Studies, 57, 58, 59

hegemony, term, 52

heroin, dope game, 135-36

hidden scripts: development of, 48;
emergence of, 28-29

Higginbotham, Evelyn, scholarship
of, 58

Hill, Marc Lamont: on ADoS move-
ment, 41-42; interview of Carnell
on ADoS, 39

Hinds County jail, 167

Hinton, Johnson, Malcolm X and, 116

hip hop music: artists as spiritual out-
laws, 83-84; characteristics of, 81;
Perry on importance of, 173-74;
Perry’s work on, 80-84; Trick
Daddy’s “I'm a Thug,” 182-83

Holmes, Eugene, Carmichael and, 95

hood classic: Paid in Full (film) as,
140-42; term, 140n41

Hoover, J. Edgar, Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) director,
160-61

Hoover, Larry: advocating for political
education, 2, 3; Geto Boys includ-
ing dialogue of, 1

Howard University, 95

hustle culture, 113

hustler(s), 129; revolutionary mental-
ity, 131-34; Shelby on, 130-31

hustler ethic: kinds of, 139-40; psycho-
logical foundation of, 137

hustling, term, 132

identity power, Fricker on, 176

identity prejudice, Fricker on, 177

ideology, term, 18n13

“I'm a Thug,” Trick Daddy, 182-83

intellectual community, interacting
with cousin Gut, 193-95

intellectual orientation, 9

Isaiah 59:14, 86

Jackson, George: Black Guerilla Family
(BGF) founder, 131; Black Panther
Party and, 163

James, Frank, Malcolm X on, 68

James, Jesse, Malcolm X on, 68

Jim Crow, 4, 6, 39; hidden script, 102;
history of system, 96; legacy of, 81;
peaceful dissent and, 101; power
structure, 98, 165; Rustin on, 99;
Williams fighting, 105

joblessness: assessment of, 133; Shelby
on unemployment and, 132-33;
term, 133

John 37X: as “Abu Shahid,” 120;
Clarence 13X and, 120

Johnson, Bumpy, Lindsay working
with, 175
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Johnson, President, War on Poverty, 147

“John the Baptist” figure, Garvey as, 111

Jones, Butch, Young Boys Incorporated
(YBI) and, 7, 134-39, 140

Judaism: cousin Gut, 193-94; identity
as Black Hebrews, 196-97

Julius Caesar (Shakespeare), 170

justice, Platonic virtue, 66

Kaplan, Mortimer, Voter Education
Project, 159

Kennedy, John F.: administration, 157,
158; assassination of, 116-17; Black
vote and, 160; on civil rights bill, 67

Kennedy, Robert (Bobby), cooperat-
ing with civil rights leaders, 157, 159

Kennedy family, 138

King, Martin Luther, Jr.: assassina-
tion of, 163; “Big Six,” 66, 67; civil
rights movement, 94, 96; grassroots
figure, 174; Hoover’s investigation,
160-61; legacy of, 197; nonviolence
principle, 102-3; social movement
leader, 171

King, Shaun, Rice calling for, 70

kinship: development of, 28; Lévi-
Strauss on, 26-27; nature of, 27;
notion of, 26-27

kinship networks, 5; Black activity,
160; cousins not belonging to same,
194-95; cultural diversity, struc-
tural injustices, and group solidar-
ity, 41-47; definition, 49; hip hop
music and Black, 80-84; insiders,
outsiders, and cultural perspectives,
33-37; social labels, social move-
ments, and, 37-41

kinship network view, 4; on contesta-
tion relations, 25; definition, 49;
notion of kinship, 26-27; problem
of publicity and, 21-30

kinship system, notion of, 27-28

knowledge: forms of, 71; as foundation
of all things, 121-22; rewriting, 56;
term, 56

Kodak Black: felon community in
lyrics, 189; on Florida’s criminal
justice system, 183-84
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Korean War, 115
Ku Klux Klan, 145; organized violence
and, 97

language, term, 74

language game, 10; Five Percent, 119,
120, 123

Laws (Plato), 89; Athenian Stranger
dialogue, 89-90, 91

leadership: art of ruling, 88; Plato and
Aristotle, 88-89

League of Women Voters of Florida, 187

leeching practices, 193, 198

legal financial obligations (LFOs),
importance of, 187, 190

legibility, narrative, 30

legitimacy: conditions, 180; social
identities, marginal authority and,
176-82

Lenin, Vladimir, 171; revolutionary,
94n13

Lévi-Strauss, Claude: on framework of
kinship, 26-27; structural anthro-
pologist, 35

Liberalism, 9

Lindsay, John, working with grassroots
leaders, 126, 175

linguistic analysis, 8

lived experience(s): claims, 8, 171-72;
people, 28; street credibility, 181-
82; tracking the truth of, 180

“Living Mathematics, The,” Five
Percent culture, 120, 122-23

Logan, Rayford, Carmichael and, 95

logic of capitalism, 153

Lukacs, Gyorgy, on false conscious-
ness, 72-73

lumpenproletariat: Marx on, 132; pro-
gressive social change and, 152-54

McGuire, George Alexander (Bishop),
UNIAs, 112

McMillan, David, on underground, 128

Mahoney, Bill, on Freedom Riders, 106

Malcolm X: on grassroots and white
man, 68-69; grassroots figure, 174;
Hoover’s investigation, 161, 162;
importance of skeptical attitude,
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Malcolm X (continued)
69; legacy of, 197; Lindsay working
with, 175; on March on Washington,
104; Organization of Afro-American
Unity (OAAU), 117-18; prison stint
of, 116; Shelby and, 44-47; street
disposition in action, 66-67; suc-
cess as activist, 116-17

Mallory, Tamika D., Rice calling for, 70

Mao Zedong, 171; revolutionary,
94nl13

March on Washington (1963), 66; Big
Six, 66, 68, 69; Malcolm X on, 104

marginal authority, social identities
and legitimacy concerns, 176-82

marginalization, principle of freeplay,
54-55

Marshall, Thurgood, civil rights
movement, 94

Martin, Trayvon, Zimmerman and, 21

Marx, Karl: on exploitation, 130; hus-
tlers and gangsters, 153

Marxism, 9, 37, 72, 94n13

Marxists, profit motive, 7

material conception, “street culture,” 14

“Mathematical Language,” problem
space as, 121

Matthew 10:26, 11

Matthews, Frank, Black Issues in Higher
Education, 58

Meade, Desmond: Being-in-the-Room
Privilege, 189; Florida Rights Resto-
ration Coalition (FRRC), 185, 188;
FRRC, 190; street credibility and,
189,190

Medina, José, on epistemic virtues of
subordinated groups, 63

Merritt, Lee, Rice calling for, 70

meta-lucidity, Medina on subordinated
people, 63

Mississippi, Parchman Penitentiary,
165-66

Money Mitch, hustle, 128

Montgomery Bus Boycott, 98; King
and, 102

Moore, Antonio: founder of ADoS
movement, 39; on racial label
“Black,” 41

Moore, Natalie: Black P. Stone Nation
biography, 174; on Blackstone Rang-
ers, 146-47; on Fort’s Black P. Stone
Nation, 163, 164

Moore, Winston, on Fort, 164

“Moorish Healing Oil,” 113

Moorish Science Temple (MST), 3,
6,132,139, 148; interpretation of
Islam, 164; Noble Drew Ali and,
111-14

moral luck, Williams and Nagel on, 134

Morrison, Toni, Carmichael and, 95

Muhammad, Elijah: Allah contrary
to teachings of, 124-25; Hoover’s
investigation, 161; “inner circle”
of NOI, 119; Nation of Islam and,
114-18

Muhammad Knight, Michael: on Clar-
ence 13X and John 37X, 120; on
frustration of Clarence 13X and Mal-
colm X, 117; on Hoover’s investiga-
tion of civil rights leaders, 160-62,
168; on revolutionary potential of
street gangs, 125

Murray, George, suspension of, 60

NAACP (National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP), 52, 55, 58, 67,105, 184,189

Nagel, Thomas, on moral luck, 134

national embarrassment, 157

Nation of Islam (NOI), 3, 6,132, 139,
148, 169; Black P. Stone Nation and,
164; Fard conceiving of, 115n20;
Farrakhan as leader of Mosque
No. 7, 161; Malcolm’s success as
activist, 116-17; Supreme Wisdom
Lessons, 114-16, 118-20, 122, 126;
W.D. Fard Muhammad and Elijah
Muhammad, 114-18

natural reading, street, 13

“Negro problem”: accessing street
knowledge, 119; DuBois, 114

Negro revolution, Black revolution
and, 66

Negro World (newspaper), 111

Neighborhood Crips, Williams of,
169-70
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New Jack City (film), 142-43

Newton, Huey: on best interest of
Black people, 76-77; on Black
consciousness, 76-77; Black Pan-
thers and, 83, 152-53; on capitalist
exploitation, 75-76; on conscious-
ness raising, 74; grassroots figure,
174; prison experience of, 74-75,
76; on revolutionary suicide, 74-75;
role of street knowledge in art,
77-78; social movement leader, 171

New York City, Community Church, 78

New York Times (newspaper), 135

nonphilosophical audience, 10

nonviolence, method of resistance,
94, 95

nonviolence principle, Freedom Rid-
ers, 105-6

nonviolent direct action, 6

nonviolent resistance: as active form,
104; courage and discipline, 103

nonviolent resolution, case of, 91

Office of Equal Opportunity, 147

ordinary language philosophy, 8-9

Organization of Afro-American Unity
(OAAU), 117-18

organized political resistance, value of,
86-94

orthodoxy, term, 52

Paid in Full (film), 3,140-42

Parchman Penitentiary, 165-66

Pattillo, Mary: on ghetto poor condi-
tions, 130; on social organization
theory, 16-17

Pearl Harbor Day, 137

Perry, Imani, importance of hip hop
music, 80-84, 173-74

philosophy of life, 98

phronesis, practical knowledge, 89

physical anthropology, dominance of,
33,33n7

Pike, Kenneth, terms “emic” and “etic,”
33n6

Plato: Aristotle and, on leader-
ship, 88-89; on art of ruling, 88;
character types, 89; judge idea as
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metaphor of political fate, 91; Laws,
89; Republic, 79; symbolic idea
of family, 91; on top-down social
change, 92-93

Platonism, 9

policeman, redefining term, 76-77

political action, Hoover advocating
for, 2,3

political resistance: consciousness
raising and, 84; problem spaces, 85;
value of organized, 86-94. See also
social movements

political subversion, top-down redou-
bling, 156-68

popular culture, street credibility, 7-8

post-structuralism, label of, 50

Powell, Adam Clayton, Jr., “Big Six,” 66

prison chapel, speech inside, 196-97

prison confinement, Newton, 74-75, 76

prison experience, interacting with
cousin Gut after, 193-95

proactive, term, 140

problem of publicity, kinship network
view and, 21-30

problem of regionality, 22

problem space(s): Black Lives Matter
movement, 24-25; consciousness
raising, 73-74; kinds of, 85

productive activity, concept of, 101

progressive social change, 12; lumpen-
proleteriat and, 152-54

psychology, white culture and Black
identity, 108-9

publicity: emic problem of, 31-32;
Fraser on, 19; literature about, 23;
state-centered view of, 18

public sphere, Habermas on develop-
ment of, 18, 19

racial labeling, theory of race, 37-38

radical pacifism, 97, 98

rainbow coalition, Florida Rights
Restoration Coalition (FRRC), 185,
185n25

Randolph, A. Philip, “Big Six,” 66, 68

redlining, 4

redoubling process, 156. See also street
knowledge
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regionality, problem of, 22

Republic (Plato), 64,79

Republic of New Afrika, 147; Black P.
Stone Nation and, 164

resistance, creative “tools” of, 6

Resurrection (album), Geto Boys, 1

Revolutionary Action Movement
(RAM), goal of, 125

revolutionary mentality, hustlers,
gangsters, and, 131-34

revolutionary resistance: cases of,
91-94; characters of people, 93-94

revolutionary suicide, Newton on,
74-75

revolution spirit, Parchman Peniten-
tiary as last defense against, 165-66

Rice, Samaria, accusation against Black
Lives Matter, 24-25, 70

Rice, Tamir, death of, 24, 50

Roosevelt, Theodore, “big stick” policy
of, 104

Rorty, Richard, on social change, 92n7

Rousseau, Jean Jacques, legislator
idea, 91n5

Rustin, Baynard: act of dissent, 102;
civil rights movement, 94, 96;
Montgomery Bus Boycott, 98;
nonviolent resistance, 97; on public
transportation, 99-101

sabotage, redoubling process, 156

SAMO (“same ole”), Basquiat and, 191-92

San Francisco State College: Black
Studies program, 60-61; Newton
and, 75

satyagraha, agape and, 102-3

“Science, The,” Five Percenters on, 121

Scorsese, Martin, 169

Scott, James: hiddenness of the script,
102; on hidden transcripts, 28-29

second sight, DuBois on, 62-63

Shahid, Abu: creative process, 121-22;
on “digital summing,” 121; John 37X
as, 120

Shakur, Assata, autobiography and
Black Liberation Army, 162

Shakur, Tupac: MTV interview with,
192-93; on use of street, 11

Sheffler, Harold, on cultural
kinship, 35

Shelby, Tommie: on Black solidarity,
43-47; on ghetto poor communi-
ties, 128-31; on hustler and gangster
ethic, 7, 143, 144, 150; on hustlers
and gangsters, 153; Malcolm X and,
44-47; on unemployment and job-
lessness, 132-33

Shepard, Joseph, changing to “Jam
Sharrieff,” 115

60 Minutes (television show), 170

Sloane, Lily, as Ali’s first disciple, 113

Smith, Clarence Edward, later known
as Clarence 13X, 115

Snipes, Wesley, New Jack City (film), 142

snitching, 168; harm of, 168-70

Snowden, Frank, Carmichael and, 95

social change: bottom-up, 92; progres-
sive, 12; top-down, 92, 92n7-8

social Darwinism, 54

social identity: Black experience,
179-80; credibility, 172-73; marginal
authority and legitimacy conditions,
176-82

social labels, kinship networks, and
social movements, 37-41

social life, designing and laboring, 101-2

social movement(s): Being-in-the-
Room Privilege, 189; goal of activ-
ist, 87-88; history of, 3; importance
of street credibility, 182-90; leader
as representative, 171; lived experi-
ence claims, 171-72; mobilization
versus organization, 87; social
labels, kinship networks, and,
37-41; vanguard problem, 171-72

social organization theory, Pattillo
on, 16-17

social power, Fricker defining, 176

social world, metaphor of, 180-81

Socrates, 48; on courage, 64-65;
death-trial of, 65; hip hop artists
and, 83-84

Soledad Brothers (Jackson), 131

Souls of Black Folk, The (DuBois), 33, 62

Southern Christian Leadership Confer-
ence (SCLC), 169; King and, 96, 98
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Soviet propaganda, 158

Soyinka, Wole, on creativity and suf-
fering, 79-80

spirit, element of human soul, 64

spirit of revolution, Parchman Peniten-
tiary as last defense against, 165-66

Spivak, Gayatri, idea of the
“subaltern,” 19

State, top-down redoubling, 156-68

“state-centeredness,” counterpublic
view, 20

status quo: hostile and progressive,
189; term, 52

street: Anderson’s usage of term, 13;
concept of, 10; cultural phenom-
enon, 3-4; mentality, 12; term, 3, 9;
two interpretations of, 12-14

street academies: concept of, 126;
creation of, 126; funding, 127

street code, indoctrination, 17;
Supreme Mathematics and Supreme
Alphabet, 124

street credibility: authenticity, and
bottom-up legitimacy, 173-76; lived
experience, 181-82; popular culture
and, 7-8, 173; social movements ad
importance of, 182-90; term, 175;
YMCA hiring Williams with, 174

street culture, 50; definition, 49;
discursive reality and, 30; “ghetto
poor circumstances” and, 15; mate-
rial and ideological conceptions
of, 14-21; material conception of,
50n5; principles about nature of,
48-49

street discourse, 4, 5; group-level phe-
nomenon, 4-5

street disposition, 4, 5, 49; alienation,
53-54, 62; Anderson on idea of,
49-50; importance of, 154; mar-
ginalization, 54-55; overcoming
economic exploitation, 6-7

“street” gang, 9; destructive feature
of, 151

“street” justice, 9

street knowledge, 198; bottom-up
redoubling, 156, 168-70; injustice
in political sphere, 5-6; nonviolent

INDEX 219

political action and the state,
94-106; redoubling process, 156;
stages of, 84; term for policeman,
76-77; top-down redoubling,
156-68; value of organized political
resistance, 86-94

street philosophy, 8; method, 198-99

“streets,” assumptions about, 11-12

“street smart”, Hoover as, 3

“street” wear, 9

structural injustices, cultural diversity,
and group solidarity, 41-47

structuralist school of thought, terms,
50n7

structure, Derrida on concept of, 50

structures of recognition, social
movement, 181

Student Non-violent Coordinating
Committee (SNCC), 98, 105, 160

“subaltern,” Spivak’s idea of, 19

subordinated people: epistemic virtues
of, 63; meta-lucidity of, 63

Supreme Alphabet, Five Percent
Nation and, 123-24

Supreme Mathematics, Five Percent
culture and, 120, 122-23

Supreme Wisdom Lessons (Fard and
Elijah Muhammad), 114-16, 118-20,
122,126

surveillance, 156

Taiwo, Olafémi O.: “Being-in-the-
Room Privilege,” 176; on elite cap-
ture, 7, 155

Teaching for the Lost Found Nation of
Islam in a Mathematical Way, The
(NOI), as “Problem Book,” 120-21

testimonial injustice, Fricker on, 177

textuality, Warner’s view, 20

theory of “race,” racial labeling and,
37-38

The Woodlawn Organization (TWO),
Fry and Brazier leading, 147

Thoreau, Henry David, concept of civil
disobedience, 96-97

Tishuck, James, on Young Boys Incor-
porated (YBI) recruitment, 136

torture, 156; “wrist breakers,” 167
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Trick Daddy: felon community in
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