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PLATO

[17a] I don’t know what impression my accusers
made on you, men of Athens, but I for one got so
carried away that I almost forgot who I am! They
really were that good. And yet almost nothing they
said was true. Out of all the lies they told, though,
one stood out the most—when they warned you
to watch out and not let me fool you [17b] because
I’m some “dangerously clever” speaker. The audac-
ity of that one amazed me, because once I explain
the facts and it emerges that I’'m not even close to
being a dangerously clever speaker, their claim will
look shameless to the core. Unless, of course, that
expression “dangerously clever” just means some-
one who speaks the truth—because if that’s the case,
then I agree: I am an orator, just not in the sense that
they’d define that word.

Anyway, as [ was saying, while they barely said
a word that’s true, I’'m going to tell you the whole
truth. But I certainly won’t do it in some fancy-
dancy speech [17¢] like theirs, gentlemen of Athens,
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all full of artful flourishes and catchy wordplay.
No, you’ll hear me speaking in plain old Greek,
off the cuff, with whatever words come to mind,
because I trust in the justice of what I’m saying. And
honestly, not a one of you should expect anything
else, because at my age it’d be completely absurd
to show up here like some young hotshot with a
pat production.

That’s right, gentlemen of Athens, and in fact,
I have a favor to ask: if you do hear me defending
myself with the same normal words I’'m always using
in the marketplace out near the bankers’ tables—
where many of you have heard me before—or any-
where else, then don’t be surprised or start jeering at
me. [17d] You see, in my seventy years this is the first
time I’ve ever appeared in court, and the language
here feels completely foreign to me.! Now, if I real-
ly were a foreigner, I'm sure you’d bear with me if
I spoke in the dialect or with the tics I grew up with.
[18a] By the same reasoning, then, I ask that you
disregard how I speak here—whether it’s worse or
better than what you’re accustomed to—and focus
on one thing alone: whether what I’'m saying is just
or not. After all, that’s your job as jurors, the same
way it’'s my job as an orator to tell the truth.

Since first things are first, gentlemen of Ath-
ens, it’s only fair that I begin by defending myself
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against my first accusers and their allegations, and
then come to the more recent ones later. [18b] You
see, accusers have been circulating allegations about
me among you for years—many accusers, and long
before this trial. None of their whispers are true, but
I’m actually more afraid of them than I am of Any-
tus and his crew. Oh, he’s certainly dangerous too,
but those earlier accusers frighten me more, gentle-
men, because they got to you with their false ideas
about me when you were still children. They’ve
been spreading stories like this:

“There’s this man named Socrates—a ‘free-
thinker.” He’s a theorist of things beyond the
heavens, an expert in everything beneath the
earth, and he makes the weaker argument into
[18c] the stronger one.”

The ones who have smeared my reputation like
this, gentlemen of Athens, are the truly dangerous
accusers, because people hear them and assume that
anyone who studies such things doesn’t believe in
gods. These accusers are legion, and they’ve been at
it a long time. Worse, they got to you at your most
impressionable —when some of you were still kids
or teenagers—and they basically convicted me in
absentia, with nobody there to defend me. And the
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craziest partis that I can’t even tell you most of their
names [18d], except for a few comic playwrights.?

All who prejudiced you against me with these ma-
licious smears—and then got others to buy into them
once they’d bought into them themselves—have left
me in an impossible bind. There’s no way to sub-
poena or cross-examine any of them here. I'm stuck
fighting shadows—trying to defend myself by cross-
examining accusers that aren’t even here to answer!

So let’s agree—as I've been saying—that my ac-
cusers fall into two groups: those who have accused
me here in court today, and those [18¢] from long
ago, as I've described. And let’s also agree that I must
first defend myself against the earlier group, since
you heard from them before you heard from the
newer crowd—and moreover, you heard them far
more often.

All right then—gentlemen of Athens, a defense
is now in order. [19a] In the brief time we have, I’ll
do my utmost to challenge the biases you’ve accu-
mulated over the years. Nothing would please me
more than to succeed in that—both for your sake
and mine—and, above all, to prevail in my defense.

But I won’t pretend that this is easy. I know full
well the challenge that lies before me, and I’'m under
no illusions about it. I leave the outcome to the god,;
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in the meantime, the law demands a defense—and
defend myself I shall.”

Let us begin with the accusation that ignited all
this prejudice against me [19b]—the same preju-
dice upon which Meletus relies in bringing this case.
What exactly did the gossipmongers say to turn
people against me? As with my accusers present
today, we must “read” (so to speak) their “com-
plaint” too:

“Socrates is guilty—and a troublemaker —of
investigating things beneath the earth and be-
yond the heavens, of making [19¢] the weaker
argument into the stronger one, and of teach-
ing these things to others.”

That’s essentially how it goes, because it’s what
you saw for yourselves in Aristophanes’s Clouds. In
that comedy there’s a “Socrates” swinging around
on some contraption, proclaiming that he’s walking

* Here and elsewhere Socrates refers simply to “the
god,” without specification. The phrase is as odd and
vague in Greek as in English, suggesting anything from
Apollo or Zeus to something closer to “God” or “the
deity” —an ambiguity that appears calculated.

II
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on air and spouting all kinds of nonsense—topics
I don’t have the faintest idea about. And when
I say I have no such knowledge, I mean no offense
to anyone who may genuinely understand those
things. And I hope I never have to face Meletus on
endless charges for rhat!

No, gentlemen, I have nothing to do [19d] with
any of that. And again, I call upon the major-
ity of you to serve as my witnesses. Talk among
yourselves—all of you who have ever heard me in
conversation, and there are many such of you. Go
on, ask each other: has anyone ever heard me dis-
coursing on such subjects—briefly or at length, at
any time? If you do, then you’ll see for yourselves
how entirely baseless this gossip really is.

Socrates pauses to give the jurors time to chat.

As you can see, there’s no truth to any of that.
And the same goes for another rumor you may have
heard —that I teach and charge for it. [19e] That isn’t
true either—though I must admit, if anyone can
teach as skillfully as Gorgias of Leontini, Prodicus
of Ceos, and Hippias of Elis, it really is impressive.
I mean, these men arrive in city after city and per-
suade young people—who could associate with any
citizen they like for free [20a]—to leave their old

I3
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companions and flock to them instead. And they
pay for that privilege. What irony, they even count
themselves fortunate for the chance!®

Speaking of which, I hear there’s another knowl-
edgeable fellow here in town, a man from Paros.
You see, I happened to bump into a man who has
spent more money on “intellectuals” than every-
one else put together.* His name is Callias son of
Hipponicus, and since he has two sons, I asked him
about it. “Callias,” I said,

“If your sons had been born horses or cattle,
we could easily find a trainer—a cowboy or
rancher, someone [20b] who could turn them
into fine, gentlemanly animals. But they’re
people. So what kind of trainer are you plan-
ning to get them? What expert—what ‘men-
tor,” if you will —can develop mental potential,
and shape them into good people and respon-
sible citizens? I’'m sure you’ve thought about
it, seeing that you have the sons. Is there some-
one like that, or not?”’

“There is,” he replied.

“Who?” I asked. “Where’s he from? And
what’s his fee?”

“Evenus of Paros,” he replied, “and he
charges five minas of silver.”®

Is
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“Happy is Evenus,” I thought, if he truly possesses
this [20c] expertise, and he’s selling lessons in it for
such a modest price. I must say I'd be rather full of
myself if [ knew those things, gentlemen of Athens.
But the truth is, I don’t.

Now, one of you might perhaps object:

“Very well, Socrates, what do you do? If you’re
not doing anything unusual, then where did all
these smears come from? Because if you hav-
en’t been doing something other people don’t,
it’s hard to believe all these rumors just came
out of nowhere—unless you’ve been doing
something most people don’t. [20d] So tell us
what it is, and that way we won’t go jumping
to conclusions about you.”

That’s fair—you’ve got a point, and I’ll do my
utmost to set the record straight—so listen closely:
I’ll explain what’s behind this reputation and the
prejudice against me. Now, some of you may sus-
pect I’'m joking, but let me assure you: I’ll be telling
you the whole truth.

You see, men of Athens, the reputation I've
earned comes down to one thing—and one thing
only: this notion of “wisdom.” What kind of wis-
dom? Perhaps it’s simply human wisdom, because it

17
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Aéyovta avolow. ThG yap €uig, i 01 Tig éotv copia
kal ola, udptupa VUV mapé€opat Tov Beov Tov €v
AeAgoic.

Xapepdvta yap iote mov. [21a] oltog €udg te
£taipog v €k véou Kal VU@V @ A 0et £Taipog Te kal
OUVEQPUYE TNV QUYTV TaUTNV Kal pued’ Uudv xatiiAbe.
xai {ote 81 olog v Xaipe@v, G 0podpog ¢’ dtt
oppnoetev. xai 8M mote kal eig AgAgpovg EABmV
étoAunoe tovto pavievoacBai—kal, Omep Aéyw, un
BopuPette, @ avdpec—ijpeto yap o1 &l Tig épod €in
00PATEPOC. AveTley ovv 1) ITuBia pndéva copdTepov
elvat. kai to0tev TépL 0 A8eAOg VUV avtol ovtoot
paptuprioet, Emeldr) Eketvog TETEAEVTIKEV.
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may well be that I’'m wise in that sense. Maybe those
others I spoke of [20e] possess a type of wisdom far
beyond human ken. I’'m just not sure, since I don’t
understand it myself, and anyone who says I do is
lying and damaging my name.

And please, gentlemen of Athens—don’t shout
me down, even if what I say does sound a bit bold.
The story I'm about to tell isn’t my own, but I'm
going to point you to a very reliable source for it.
If there’s any truth to this notion of my supposed
“wisdom”—if it zs wisdom—then I will call upon
the god of Delphi, Apollo, as my witness.

You all knew Chaerephon, I believe—[21a] a
friend of mine since childhood, and a friend to your
own democratic cause. He endured your exile and
shared in your return to power.” You also know
how he was—always getting carried away by some
enthusiasm or another. So, he had the nerve to go off
to Delphi one day —and please, don’t interrupt—
and ask the oracle: “Is anyone wiser than Socrates?”
The priestess answered simply, “No one is wiser.”
Chaerephon is no longer with us, but his brother
here will testify to these events.

Chaerephon’s brother, Chaerecrates, steps forward
to verify Socrates’s statement.
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[21b] oképaocbe 81 @V Eveka Taita Aéyw: uENMw®
yap vpdg 010dacetv 60ev potn Srafoin yéyovev. taita
yap €y dxovoag éveBupovpny obtwoi: “titote Aéyet
0 06, xai ti mote aivittetal; éyw yap 81 olte uéya
olite opkpOv oUvoLda EPauT® coPOS BV* Tl 00V TTOTE
Aéyel AokwV £ug copOTATOV givat; ov yap dfmov
pevdetai ye: o0 yap 0épg adt®.”

Kal TOALV PV ypovov fmépovy Tl mote Aéyel
gnerta poyig mdvu €t (o avtod totadnv TvVa
gtpatépnv. ABov éni tva T@v dokovvtwy coE@V
gtvat, [21¢c] d¢ évtatBa elnep mov éAéyEwv 1O
HavTEIOV Kal AItopavev T@ xpnopd 0Tt “ovtoot éuod
00paTEPOC €0TL, oV O Epg Epnola.” Siaoxomdv
oUv ToiTov—0Ovépatt yap o0dev éopar Aéyew, v
O€ TIG TOV TOATIK®Y TPOG OV €y OKOTAV TOLOVTOHV
T Enabov, @ dvdpeg Abnvaiot, xai dtaheydpevog
avT@—ES0EE poL 0UTOGC O Avip SOKETY Pév eivat coQog
AN\o1G Te TToANOTG AvBp@ToIg Kal pdAtota Eautd, ivat
&’ ob- kdmerta énmelpuny avt® dewcvuvat 6Tt olotto
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[21b] Now, think carefully about why I’'m re-
lating this story, because I’'m about to explain the
origin of the rumors about me. When I first heard
it, see, I couldn’t stop wondering: What on earth
does the god mean? What is this mystery? I mean, 1
certainly don’t feel especially—or even somewhat—
wise. So what could he possibly mean in declaring
me the wisest? He can’t be lying, because that’s not
something gods can do.

For along time, I couldn’t grasp what the oracle
was getting at. Then, quite reluctantly, I resolved to
investigate. I decided the surest way to challenge the
oracle’s enigmatic claim was to visit someone reput-
ed to be wise—because if [21¢] it could be disprov-
en, it would be there. I thought: Now I can say: here
is someone wiser than me, yet the oracle said 1 was.”

So, I went to a certain man—no need to name
him, but he was a politician. And gentlemen, as I
conversed with him, I couldn’t shake the thought
that although many believed him wise—and he be-
lieved it himself —he wasn’t wise in the true sense
at all. T tried to show him that while he thought

* Presumably meaning “... the oracle said 7 was the
wisest,” although the oracle did not quite say that, and
Socrates does not quite say it here either.
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pev givat 0o@ac, [21d] € &’ otl. évtedbev ovv TovTR TE
AT )OOuNY KAl TOAOIG TOV TAPOVIWV* TPOG ERAVTOV
& oUv AV EAoyiléuny 6t

ToUTOU pev 10l AvBp®dmov €y®m coPmdTEPOG
el kvduvevel pev yap pav ovdétepog ovdEV
KaAOV kayabov eidévatl, dAN obTog pév oletai Tt
eidévau ovk eid g, Eyw 8¢, dhomep odv ok 0ida,
ovd¢ olopat €owka YoUv TOUTOU Ye OUIKPE TVt
avT® ToVTE COPMTEPOG €lvatl, OTL & un oida
o0d¢ olopat eidévat.

évtetbfev &’ AN\ov fa t@Vv ékeivou Jokovvtwv
00pwTépwV eivat kai pot Tavtd tadta €50 [21€]
Kai évtatfa kdxeive kai GA0LG TOANOTG ATty Bopnv.

peta tadt odv 8N £eliic fia, aioBavopevog pev
Kai Avmovpevog kat 8ediwg &t ammyBavouny, dpmg
8¢ avaykaiov é86ket elval T0 Tod Beol mepl MAeioTov
noteloBar itéov ovv, oKOTOTVTLTOV Xpnopov Ti Aéyet,
[22a] émi dmavtag Tovg Tt dokolvTag eidévat. xai vi)
OV kUva, @ avdpeg ABnvaiol—oel yap mpog Upag
AN OF Aéyerv—n pny yd Emaddv T tolottov: oi pév
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himself wise, [21d] he wasn’t. Consequently, he and
many others who were present took offense at me.
As I left, I thought:

Well, compared to him, I must be wiser. Nei-
ther of us likely knows anything truly worth-
while, but this guy believes he does, though
he doesn’t. I, on the other hand, don’t believe
I know anything—and that, perbaps, does
make me wiser by that modest measure: I don’t
know what I don’t know, and I don’t believe

that I do.

Next I went to another man—a man reputed
to be wiser than the first—and it felt like the same
story all over again. [21€] He too, along with many
others, took offense and began to hate me.

After that I kept going, moving from one person
to the next. I could see I was making enemies. I
didn’t like it, and it frightened me. Yet I felt I had
no choice; I had to take the god’s word seriously.
I had to keep seeking the meaning of the oracle,
[22a] visiting anyone who seemed likely to know
something. And to be completely candid, I swear—
because I must be truthful with you—that this was
the result: as far as wisdom is concerned, those who
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pdAiota evdoxipotvteg E50EAvV pot dAtyou O€tv 10T
m\eloTou €vdeeic elvat {nrotvTt katd tov Bedv, Aot
8¢ Soxolvteg pavAdtepol émekéotepol eivat avopeg
TPOG TO PPOVIHWG EXELV.

O€t 81 Vpiv v éunv mAdvny émdeifal domep
TOVOUG TIVaG TovoTvTog tva pot kai avéAeyktog 1
pavteia yévorto.

HETA Yap TOUE TTOATIKOUG ja £TTL TOUG TTOMTAG TOUG
Te TOV Tpay®OL®dV kai [22b] Tovg 1V d1Bupdppwv
Kal tovg aAAovg, wg évralifa én’ altopdpw
KataAnypopevog épavtov dpabéotepov éxeivav
vta. avarapfdvmv otv att@dv td moujpata d pot
€00kel pdhota nenpaypatetodal avtoig, SmpdTwy
av avtoug Tl Aéyotev, v dpa Tt kal pavOavoyu wap’
aOT@V. aioyUvopal o0V VUV einely, @ dvdpeg, TaAn i
Opwg 8¢ pntéov. wg €mog yap einelv OAlyov avtdV
anavteg ol mapdvteg av PéATiov Eheyov mepl OV avtol
EMENOUKETAV.
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were the most highly regarded proved to be almost
entirely lacking in it when I questioned them as the
god commanded. Conversely, those regarded as less
wise proved to be far more grounded in reality.

So, I must impress upon you how far I ventured
and the herculean efforts I put into my quest—all
to discover that the oracle’s pronouncement was
utterly irrefutable.”

After interviewing the politicians, see, I turned to
the bards—the tragedians, [22b] choral lyricists, and
so on—hoping I might prove that I’'m less wise than
they are. I studied the works they’d clearly poured
their greatest effort into, and then questioned them
about the meanings behind their texts. I hoped that by
exposing my own ignorance, I might also learn some-
thing from them. And gentlemen, I must admit—it’s
embarrassing, but the truth must be told: virtually
anybody there could have explained the meaning of
those poems better than the bards themselves.

* Up until now, the translation “wise” for sophia
has served well. To understand what follows, however,
modern readers must know that the Greek word refers
not only to deep understanding and moral insight, but
also to skilled know-how in some practical domain, from
writing songs to carving stone. Unfortunately, there is no
single English word that captures both senses.
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Eyvov ovv av kal Tepl T@V TomTOV €V OAly®
tolto, 0Tt 00 cogiq mololev & motoiev, [22¢] dAa
@uoeL i kai évBovoidlovteg domep ot Beopdvelg
Kal ol xpnopwdol- kai yap oUtot Aéyovot pév ToAa
KaikaAd, ioaow 8¢ 008Ev @V Aéyovat. ToloTToV Ti pot
épdvnoav mdbog kai ot tomtal temovOdTeC, KAl Apa
NoBouny avt@v Si1a v oo oiopévav Kail TdAAa
00PWTETOV eivat avBpodnwv & ovk Roav. drfja odv
Kkai évtetfev @ adT® oidpevog eptyeyovévat @ep
KAl TGV TTOALTIK®V.

TENEVTAOV 0DV £TL TOUG YepoTtéyvagna [22d] épavtd
yap ouv)dn 000V EmoTApéve MG ETTOG ETETY, TOUTOUG
0€ Y 1101 6tLeUpr oo TTOMNA KAl KAAA EMLOTAPEVOUG.
Kol ToUToU pév ok éWelobny, AN Nriotavto d éyw
OUK NIUOTAUNY Kai pov Tad Ty co@@TtepoLfoav. AN, @
avdpeg ABnvaiot, Tavtév pot Edoav Exetv apdptnpa
Omep kal ol womtai kai ot dyabol dnpovpyoi—dia 1o
v VY KaA®G é€epydleoBat €kaotog NEiov kai
TN TA PEYIOTA 00QATATOG Elval—Kal adT@V aliitn
N iAnupédewa éxeivnv [22€] v copiav drokpimtey:
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So once again, in dealing with the bards, I learned
a lesson. Their creations do not result from the
application of wisdom or refined technique, [22¢]
but from some raw talent and a kind of divine in-
spiration or possession.® They resemble seers and
soothsayers—uttering many impressive words
without comprehending their own meaning. In
my experience, the bards were in much that same
position. At the same time, I noticed that because
of their poetry, they fancied themselves the wisest
about everything else as well —when, in reality, they
were not. So I moved on again, believing that I was
superior to them in precisely the same respect as I
was to the politicians.

Finally, I went to those who work with their
hands. [22d] I was well aware that I don’t know
much myself, but I was sure I’d find that at least
these people knew many impressive things. And I
wasn’t wrong —they really did know things I didn’t,
and in that regard, they really were wiser than me.
But, men of Athens, I noticed that our craftsmen
shared the same fault as the bards: because each was
so skilled in his one trade, he assumed he was the
wisest about everything else, even really important
issues. And that presumption overshadowed what-
ever wisdom he actually did have.’ [22¢] So I asked
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MOOTE PE ELAUTOV AvePTAV UTIEP TOD Ypnopod mdtepa
Oe€aiunv av oltwg domep Exw Exev, UNTE TL 0OPOG
v Y ékelvov co@iav pijte dpadng v apabiav,
appdtepa @ €xetvot Exovoty Exewv. AeKpVapNy ovv
EHAUTA KAl TG XPNOUED OTL pot AvotteAol MoTtep Exm
Eyew.

¢k Tavtnol O tij¢ é€eTdoemwg, @ Avdpeg ABnvaiol,
[23a] oA al pév dnéyBewal por yeydvaot xai olat
Yohemotatat xai Papvtatal, dote ToAAG StafoAdg
a’ adt®v yeyovéval, dOvopa 8¢ toito Aéyealat,
00@OG¢ elvar: olovtal yap pe ékdotote ol mapdvteg
taita adTtov eivat 0o@ov & av GMov é€eAéyEw. T ¢
Kvduvevel, @ Avdpeg, T@ 6vtL 6 Bedg ooPO¢ eivat, kal
€V 1@ YpNOUG ToUTE ToTTo Aéyewy, OTL 1) dvBpwivn
coqia OAlyov Tvog dcia €otiv xal ovdevdc. kal
paivetat toitov Aéyey 1OV Zwkpdtn, tpookeypiiodat
0¢€ @ £ud ovopatt, éue mapddetypa totovpevog, [23b]
®omep Gv <el> glmot 1t “obtog YudV, G dvbpwmol,
00PAOTATOC 0TIV, O0TIG DOTIEP ZWKPATNG EYVOKEV
Ot o08evog AL €0t Tf) AAnBeia mpog copiav.”

TalT ovv éym pév €Tt kal viv epumdv ntd kal
€peuvd kata Tov eov kal TV AotV Kal EEvwv av
Tva olwpat co@ov elvar Kai Emelday pot ur Sokij, T@
Be® PonbdV évdeikvupal 6t ovk E0TL GOPHE. Kai UTTO
Tavtng g doyoAiag olte Tt T@V Tiig TOAewg mpatal
pot oyoAT) yéyovev d€lov Adyou oUte T@V olkelwv, AW
év mevig pupla eipt dia v 100 B0l Aatpeiav.
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myself, as the oracle would have me, whether I’d
rather be the way I am—not wise by their wisdom,
and not foolish by their folly —or like them: knowl-
edgeable in one field, but presumptuous enough to
think I know it all. And I concluded —for both my-
self and the oracle—that I’'m better off the way I am.

As aresult of this inquiry, men of Athens, [23a]
a great deal of resentment has grown up against
me—resentment of the most bitter and difficult
kind. With it have come many falsehoods, including
this strange label, “wise.” You see, whenever I ask a
question about any topic, bystanders assume I must
already be wise about it. But the truth is, gentlemen,
it’s the god who is truly wise. His oracle probably
means that human wisdom is negligible, if it exists
at all. And apparently, he’s making an example of
me —speaking through my name, and [23b] in effect
declaring: “Humans, the wisest among you is he
who, like Socrates, understands that when it comes
to wisdom, he is nothing.”

So that is why —even now—1I traverse the city,
searching and questioning anyone I have reason to
believe is wise, whether citizen or foreigner, exactly
as the god commands. And when these people ap-
pear unwise to me, I help the god out by showing
them that they aren’t. And because of this mission,
I have no time for important matters, either of state
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[23¢c] mpog S& toUtolg of véolL poL <oi>
énakoAovBoivteg, olg pdAota ooy 0Ty, ol TV
TAOVOLWTATOV, abTépatoL, yaipovoww AKoVOVTEG
¢€etalopévav OV AvBpdTV, Kal avtol ToAAKIG
éue ppotvtal, gita émyelpovoy ANovg é€etalewv:
Kkdmerta oipat eVpiokovot ToAY apBoviav oiopévev
pev eldéval T dvBpodmmv, eidotwv 8¢ OAlya 1} 0vdEv.

¢vtetbev odv of U adt@V £€etalépevor €pol
opyilovtat, [23d] ovy altoig, kal Aéyovawv @¢
Swkpartng Tig €0Tt papotatog kai diapbeipel Tovg
véoug: kal EMEdAV TIg avTovg épwTd OTLTTOL®Y Kai OTt
dddokwv, Exovot pev ovdEV elmtelv AMN dyvooiaoty,
a 8¢ pr ok®ov ATOPETY, TA KATA TAVTWY TOV
PLAoco@ovVTwY pdyepa Tadta Aéyovaoty, 0Tt “Td
petéwpa kai T Vo yiic” kal “Beovg pn vouillew” kai
“TOV 1Tt AGYOV KpelTT® ToLEW.” T yap dAnoT] ofopat
ovk av €0éAotev Aéyerv, 6Tt katddnAot yiyvovral
TpooTolovpevoL pev eidéval, eidoteg 8¢ ovOEé.
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or in my personal affairs. As a result, I live in utter
poverty —entirely by reason of my service to the
god.

[23¢] Add to all this that the young people who
have taken to following me around —those with
the most free time, the sons of the wealthiest—love
listening to people being questioned. They often
imitate me and start questioning others themselves.
And I imagine they find plenty of people who think
they know something, but in reality, know very lit-
tle or nothing at all.

As a result, the people these young men exam-
ine get angry at me, [23d] not themselves, and start
claiming that some man named Socrates is “poi-
soning their minds,” that I’'m “brainwashing the
youth.” When asked what I actually teach or do,
they fall silent, because they have no answer. But
instead of admitting they have no idea, they revert
to the usual accusations leveled at freethinkers: that
I speak about “things in the heavens and beneath
the earth,” that I “don’t believe in the gods,” and
that I “make the weaker argument into the stronger
one.”® T doubt they’d ever admit the truth, because
if they did they’d be exposed for what they really
are: people pretending to know something, when in
fact they know nothing.

( continuedg B
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