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Introduction

“[there] were more than a hundred and [they] are now only 
forty; the ones who do not know how to work and let their bread be 
stolen and are slapped from the morning to the evening; the Ger-
mans call them ‘zwei linke Hande’ (two left hands), and even Polish 
Jews despise them as they do not speak Yiddish.” This is how Primo 
Levi describes how Italian Jews were seen in the camp, with a hint 
of amazement that there were Jews in Italy at all—Jews, what’s 
more, who didn’t speak the language of the Jews.1

Indeed, there are few Italian Jews. Few in Auschwitz in 1944 
but also few in the centuries preceding the Shoah. Today, there are 
23,000 Italian Jews enrolled in a Community,2 less than one-tenth 
of 1 percent of the population. It is difficult to establish the actual 
number of Italian Jews in ancient and medieval times, but to give 
an idea of its order of magnitude compared with the rest of the 
European diaspora, it is estimated that there were 120,000 Italian 
Jews in the fifteenth century, up from about 50,000 at the begin-
ning of the fourteenth century. In the fourteenth century, before 
the expulsion, there are believed to have been 20,000 Jews in south-
ern France and 100,000 total in France, and 100,000 in the Holy 
Roman Empire, which was down to 80,000 at the end of the fif-
teenth century. In Spain—the figures are excessive and not based 
on reliable sources—the number of Jews before the expulsion of 
1492 has been estimated at 250,000. At that time, the Jewish Com-
munities of Eastern Europe were just beginning to be established: 
30,000 individuals in Poland and 20,000 in Hungary at the end 
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of the fifteenth century.3 From the seventeenth century onward, 
the ascendancy of the Jews in Poland and in the rest of Eastern 
Europe, in terms of numbers, social identity, and cultural expres-
sion, together with their massive extermination in the Holocaust, 
has overshadowed the existence of an Italian Judaism. The roots 
of this Jewish Community can be traced back to ancient times. It 
was, in the first millennium, the privileged community of origin for 
much of the Western diaspora. Over the centuries, this term, “dias-
pora,” has taken on very different meanings, but I will use it here in 
its original meaning of “dispersion of the Jews,” however motivated 
and whether or not effected by the use of force, starting from the 
second century BCE.

The role of the Italian Jewish world in the first millennium as 
the cradle of the Western diaspora has never taken on the legend-
ary aura in Jewish memory that is reserved for the expulsion of the 
Jews from Spain in 1492, the gherush, which soon became mythi-
cal, sharing as it does the same date, the ninth of the month Av, as 
the destruction of the Temple of Jerusalem in 70 CE.4 Thus, while 
much history has been written in recent decades about the Ital-
ian Jewish world—about its extraordinary culture, and about its 
ghettos—little has been remembered, or is known, outside of aca-
demia. That amazement of which Primo Levi speaks regarding the 
very existence of Italian Jews persists outside of Italy. To a certain 
extent it signals the Italian Jewish world’s specificity, its having a 
history that in some way is unusual.

This book recounts that history: the first two thousand years—
actually a little more—of the Jews in Italy told from a bird’s-eye 
view, across time and place. It is a history of the Jews, not of Juda-
ism.5 In this book, the reader will find the history of Judaism 
only in its relation to the history of the Jews: that is, in so far as it 
touches on the Jewish presence and experience in Italy, its motiva-
tions, its juridical status, its culture, and the world in which it is 
immersed. And since, I believe, it is impossible to think of a his-
tory of Italy without the Jews, this is also a history of Italy, an Italy 
distinguished by the existence of the Jewish minority in its bosom. 
This is a history that brings to light the specificities of the Ital-
ian Jewish experience, its differences with respect to the histories 
of the other Jews in Western Europe, as well as the similarities, 
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relationships, and analogies with those other histories. The focus 
here is Italy within Western Europe. A book that examined the 
whole of Europe—encompassing Central and Eastern Europe, from 
Poland to Russia—would be another enterprise, not the history you 
will read here.

But while this book is centered on the Jewish experience in only 
one country, the long duration and unusual continuity of the Jewish 
presence in Italy means that readers of this book will be contend-
ing with a vast amount of information: individual and collective 
actors and events, as well as political, theological, and philosophical 
movements, and so on. To help them digest that information and to 
flesh out the larger themes that interweave throughout the history 
of the Jews in Italy, each of the eleven chapters ends with a section 
that focuses on the experience of an individual, place, document, or 
movement that in one way or another can be seen as emblematic of 
the Italian Jewish experience in each particular period of our evolv-
ing story. The hope is that these emblematic individual experiences 
will also facilitate a deeper appreciation for the distinctive features 
of the Italian diaspora relative to its counterparts in other areas of 
Europe.

When did this history of the Jews in Italy begin to be “different”? 
It was not so in the very first centuries of the diaspora, before the 
war between Rome and Judea, when nothing differentiated the 
Jews who settled in Rome from the Jewish merchants of various 
origins who settled on the Mediterranean coasts. Despite the 
bloody war that brought thousands of Jewish slaves to Rome, it was 
not so even in imperial times, when the Jews residing in Rome were 
cives romani (Roman citizens). The history of Italian Jews began 
to be different, however, when the empire became Christian and 
the norms that put the Jews in a state of inferiority were accom-
panied by the violently anti-Jewish propaganda of the Fathers of 
the Church. It began to be different when the popes, from Rome, 
enshrined the legitimacy of the Jewish presence in Italy even while 
decreeing the inferiority of Judaism to Christianity. Furthermore, 
the specific character of Italian Jewish history was evident, chiefly 
though not exclusively, in geographical areas where ancient Roman 
law and the influence of the Church were strongest. In no other part 
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of the Jewish Diaspora has the Jewish presence been so accepted 
and sanctioned as in Italy under papal rule or influence. Jews were 
the only religious minority allowed in the Christian world, pending 
their final conversion. For this reason, the Jewish presence in Italy 
has been symbolically strong, having taken on an importance far 
exceeding its size and composition.

The history of the Jews in Italy is also rather well documented, 
even if the beacon illuminating it leaves large areas of shadow, cen-
turies in which we know little about the life of the Jews and their 
culture as well as the world around them. Indeed, historical docu-
mentation offers us a precise picture of the Jewish presence in Italy 
in the centuries prior to the destruction of the Temple, when Jew-
ish merchants and slaves already constituted a considerable popu-
lation in Rome. We also know a great deal, from the large number 
of sources, written or archeological, about the Jewish presence in 
the city of Rome, the center of the empire, and later of Christian
ity and the seat of the papacy. The Jewish presence in the Eternal 
City is distinguished by a continuity unknown to the rest of the 
Italian and European Jewish world, and much greater than that 
of the other Romans, so much so that the Jews claim to be the 
only inhabitants of the city who can boast a centuries-old unin-
terrupted ancestry. The Jewish presence is also well documented 
on the coasts of southern Italy, thanks to the development of its 
great cultural flowering between the sixth and ninth centuries, 
the earliest in Europe. The evidence we have of this Jewish pres-
ence is ample and precise, allowing us to trace it back to ancient 
times. This is not something we can do, by contrast, in England, 
where Jews were not present before the eleventh century, nor even 
in Spain and Provence, where a Jewish presence dates back to the 
first centuries of our era but where documentation is very scarce 
for those early centuries.

This is not to say that Italian Jewish history is entirely different 
from the history of the Jews of other countries. There have been 
very few moments in its history when the Italian Jewish world was 
closed to other Jewish experiences. For the most part, the opposite 
was true, from contact with Babylon in the first millennium, to con-
tact in the Middle Ages with Jews on the other side of the Mediter-
ranean, to contact with Venice and the other Italian cities of the 
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Sephardic and Portuguese diaspora, to the relationship of Italian 
Jews with the European culture of Haskalah. There are countless 
relationships and similarities that accompany and compete with 
the differences. This is true—to a lesser extent, of course—in Rome 
and its area of influence, and to a much greater extent in cities with 
a Sephardic presence such as Livorno, a real center of the transna-
tional network of Italian Jews.

Yet, despite the important and enduring relationships between 
the Italian Jewish world and the Jewish world beyond the Alps and 
on the two coasts of the Mediterranean, Italian Jewish history is 
considered here as having its own substantial specificity. Its dis-
tinctiveness depends largely, though not entirely, on its relationship 
with the Church, which always guaranteed the presence of the Jews 
in its bosom, preventing their generalized expulsion, unlike almost 
all the rest of Europe, for strictly theological reasons. At least since 
the end of the Middle Ages, the Church was interested in pushing 
the Jews to the baptismal font, rather than getting rid of them. The 
Church, unlike the developing monarchical states, England, France, 
and later Spain, decided to maintain and even safeguard the pres-
ence of the Jews, while always subordinating and controlling them 
and ever mindful of their theological “inferiority.” In fact, true that 
the relationship with the Christian world was a unifying element of 
at least a part of the Jewish world during these centuries, the same 
was not true for the relationship with the institutional Church, as 
distinct from the relationship between Jews and Christians and 
even between Jews and local clergy.

From a still broader perspective, this book highlights the close 
relationship between Italian Jews and the surrounding Ital-
ian Christian world, of which the Jews adopted many important 
elements starting in the very first centuries of the Jewish presence, 
from the language to ways of dressing, from cohabitation in neigh-
borhoods and streets common to non-Jews to social and cultural 
interactions and exchanges. The Italian Jews’ relationship with the 
majoritarian Christian world did not exclude Jewish influence on 
that world and its culture, and that relationship, in different ways, 
crosses the centuries, at times closer, at times tenuous, but never 
erased even by the existence of the walls of the ghettos. Italian 
Jews speak Italian and often share, in addition to the language, 
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non-Jewish Italian culture. Between the thirteenth and fourteenth 
centuries, the Jews even made a not insignificant contribution to 
the birth of vernacular literature. Relations, at least up to the age 
of the ghettos but also beyond, were close, characterized by a sort 
of mutual knowledge that did not eliminate mistrust, of course, on 
both the Christian and Jewish sides, but nevertheless kept it under 
control. This is not to say that the coexistence was all rosy: there 
were many periods in which it broke down, as in southern Italy in 
the first millennium, when Apulia, Calabria, Basilicata, and part 
of Campania were under Byzantine domination or later under the 
Angevins. But it is a fact that Italian Jews were and remain diffi-
cult to distinguish from the Christians among whom they lived, so 
much so that in 1215, to do so the Church had to introduce the use 
of the distinctive sign, borrowing it from medieval Islam. The Jews’ 
relationship with the Church is also closely linked to the institution 
of ghettos, another distinctive Italian feature, involving the night-
time enclosure of Jews in confined spaces and their radical separa-
tion from the homes of Christians. Except for the Venice ghetto, 
created in 1516 and very much a case apart, this closure was pro-
moted by the Church and was carried out not only as a separation 
but above all as a way of pressuring Jews to convert.

It must also be emphasized that the Italian Jewish world is 
also quite specific in the continuity of its religious practice. Ital-
ian Jews have never chosen the path of radical transformation nor, 
conversely, total conservation. They embraced neither the Jewish 
Reform movement of the nineteenth century nor modern forms 
of ultra-Orthodox Judaism. To what extent was this choice of a 
middle road associated with Italian Jews’ habitual reshaping of 
their culture, with their continuous relationship with the outside 
world, and in particular with the Church? The fact remains that 
Italian Judaism speaks and has always spoken the language of the 
cultural majority, absorbing the majority culture and in turn influ-
encing it profoundly, constantly measuring itself against the out-
side, expressing curiosity about this majority culture, adjusting to 
it, and resisting it.

“How Jewish is Jewish history?” Almost two decades ago, the 
Israeli scholar Moshe Rosman posed this question about a book 
of essays edited by his fellow historian David Biale. Rosman 
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interrogates, in particular, Biale’s decision to entitle his book Cul-
tures of the Jews rather than The Culture of the Jews. Opting for 
the latter, singular option would have signaled an emphasis on the 
internal ties of the Jewish world, rather than on its connections 
with the various external worlds.6 Such questions remain a matter 
of much debate among historians of Jews today. There is an emerg-
ing tendency to highlight, with regard to Italian Jews, not what 
is anomalous or specific about their history but their connections 
with the rest of the Jewish world, the Jews both of the Mediter-
ranean and of the Germanic region, as well of Israel.7 The roots of 
these connections are tradition and religion, or, instead, the eco-
nomic and cultural ties between the different communities. In my 
view, however, this perspective can only supplement and deepen, 
not replace, an approach that focuses on the specificity of Italian 
Jews as a very small minority, strongly conditioned by their direct 
relationship with the Church and their centuries-old integration 
with the external society, with which they share language, culture, 
expertise, and sometimes, as in the movement for Italian unifica-
tion (the Risorgimento), ideals and political platforms. The history 
of the Jews in Italy is a history that has been influenced over time 
more by their relations with the non-Jewish Italian world than by 
those, however longstanding and significant, with the rest of the 
Jewish world. The history of the Jews in Italy can rightly be defined 
as “an Italian history,” so much so that it can be argued that, with-
out the presence of this Jewish world within it, Italian history itself 
would have been profoundly different.



[ 315 ]

Page numbers in italics refer to figures.

INDEX

Abrabanel, Benvenida, as relapsed  
heretic, 121

Abrabanel, Isaac, on preeminence of  
Jewish tradition, 84

Abrabanel, Judah (known as Leone 
Ebreo), on preeminence of Jewish 
tradition, 84

Abulafia, Abraham, Kabbalah founder, 
75–76

Accademia dei Lincei, 205, 212
Accademia degli Incogniti (Academy of 

the Unknowns), 144
Achille Lauro (ship), hijacking of, 261
Acqua passata (Sarfatti), 215
Action Française, anti-Semitism of, 195
Action Party, 239, 241
Acts of the Apostles, New Testament, 20
Aelia Capitolina, as name for new city, 14
age of mercantilism, 72
Age of Reformation, 73
Agrippa of Nettesheim, magic and  

science, 81
Agrippa I, words addressed to emperor 

Caligula, 10
Aiello, Barbara, founding synagogue in 

Calabria, 258
Ai margini del razzismo (Interlandi), 200
Alatri, Samuele, Roman Community 

member, 167
Albertario, Davide (Father), Catholic 

press, 184
Albertine Statute of 1848, 199
Alemanno, Yohanan, on Kabbalah, 76
Alexander the Great, Kingdom of Judah 

and Kingdom of Egypt, 9
Alexander VI Borgia (Pope): popular 

opinion on, 103; on Spanish exiles in 
Rome, 97

Alfonso I, on protection of Jews, 56

Alianello, Raffaele, list of targets for Nazi 
massacre, 220

aliyah bet, organization of illegal emigra-
tion, 243

Alliance Israélite, 185
Almansi, Dante, Union of Israelite  

Communities, 240
Almirante, Giorgio, La Difesa della Razza, 

201
Ambrose (bishop of Milan), opposing 

Theodosius, 23
Anatoli, Jacob, on Averroes’s  

commentary, 50
Andrew of Rinn, cult of Simon and, 65, 70
anti-Judaism, 18; from, to anti-Semitism, 

63–67; religious hostility, 244–45
antinomianism, transgression of Jewish 

Law, 153
Antiquities of the Jews, The (Josephus), 

27, 29
anti-Semitic laws, 206
anti-Semitism, 18; Christian, 245–46; 

defamations of Jewish ritual murder, 
63; growth in Italy, 170; metamorpho-
sis of stereotype, 63–67; nineteenth 
century, 183–86; presence in Italian 
society, 260–61

Antonicelli, Franco, printing Levi’s book, 
254

Apocalypse, 84
Appian and Manetho, Alexandrian 

 historians, 19, 27
Arab countries, Jews from, 251–52
Aranda, Pedro de (bishop of Calahorra), 

arrest of, 102
Arazi, Yehuda, Ada Sereni and, 265
Arch of Titus, 13; fall of Jerusalem, 13
Arianism, 22
Ari nohem (Modena), 75



[ 316 ] index

Aristobulus II, civil war, 10
Aristotle, Averroes’s commentary on, 50
Artom, Emanuele: capture, torture and 

murder of, 230; death of, 211
Artom, Isacco, Cavour and, 161
Arukh (ben Jechiel), 43–44
Aryan children, schools separating Jewish 

and, 204
Aryan Christ, idea of, 183
Ashkenazi Jews, 129–30
Ashkenazi world, Sephardic world and, 

149–50
Aster, Claudia, story of, 39
Attlee, Clement, “Win the war,” 231
Augustine of Hippo, on conversion of 

Jews, 24
Augustus (Emperor), Roman Jews, 16
Auschwitz, 1, 221, 223, 224, 228, 237, 256, 

258, 259
Auschwitz-Birkenau, 221, 223, 228
Austrian Empire, 146
auto-da-fé, in Rome (1498), 101–2
Avanti! (newspaper), 187, 191, 214
Averroism, 83
Avodà, Zionist Roman group, 196–97, 242

Babylonian Talmud, 60, 68; publication 
of, 79

Babylonian Talmudic culture, 41
badge: identifying Jews, 53–54; Nazis’ 

adoption of, 54–55; yellow, for Jews, 
164

Badoglio, Pietro: Italian government, 219; 
massacres in Ethiopia, 202–3; Vatican 
recognizing, 232

Baer, Yitzhak, on medieval Community, 
31–32

Balbo, Italo, attack on Ravenna, 203
baptism: Christianity and, 93; Gregory 

the Great on, 24–25; invitis parenti-
bus (against will of relatives), 171

Baron, Salo, on Community’s origins, 31
Bartholomew Platina, condemnation of 

Jews of Trent, 66
Baruch of Benevento, Zohar translation, 

77
Basnage, Jacques, Histoire des Juifs,  

134

Bassani, Giorgio, on Jewish aristocracy, 
209

Battista de’ Giudici (bishop), on Jews of 
Trent, 69

Battisti, Cesare, Italian hero, 212, 213
Battisti, Ernesta Bittanti, obituary of,  

212
Bea, Augustin, Isaac and, 247
Beatrice de Luna, 113; as Doña Gracia 

Nasi, 113, 113; story of, 112–14
Beatus Andreas (Benedict XIV), 151
Bebel, August, on anti-Semitism, 184
Bellocchio, Marco, film Rapito (Kid-

napped), 173
ben Amittai, Hananel, scholar, 41
Benamozegh, Elia (Rabbi): Livorno 

school, 179; Lattes as pupil of, 196
Benedict XIV (Pope Lambertini), 70, 150; 

Beatus Andreas, 151
Benedict XVI (Pope): Nostra aetate dec-

laration, 248; visit to Synagogue of 
Rome, 247

ben Ephraim, Meir, printed edition of 
Zohar, 79

ben Gurion, Yosef, Sefer Yosippon, 42
ben Israel, Menasseh, Dutch rabbi, 29
Benjamin of Tudela: on Roman Jews, 43, 

44; travels of, 44–46, 49
ben Jechiel, Nathan, author of Arukh, 

43–44
Ben Meir, Jacob, on Jews lending, 61
ben Paltiel, Ahimaaz, Chronicle by, 41
ben Shephatiah, Amittai, scholar, 41
Berliner, Abraham, Talmudic Academies 

historian Rabbinical Seminary of Ber-
lin, 167

Biale, David, book Cultures of the Jews, 
6–7

Biarritz (Goedsche), 185
Birnbaum, Nathan, term Zionism, 195
Bittanti, Ernesta, widow of Cesare Bat-

tisti, 212, 213
Black Death, pandemic of, 65
bleeding hearts: condemnations of,  

213–14; fear of being labeled, 208
blood libel, 183
blood purity, idea of, 92–93
Bomberg, Daniel, printing house, 78, 79



index [ 317 ]

Bonfil, Robert, on Community 
organization, 31

Bonifacio, Baldassarre, Sullam and, 143
Book of Proverbs, 145
Bosi, Giulio, on sages as guardians of 

heritage, 41
Bosshammer, Friedrich, life imprison-

ment for, 222
Bottai, Giuseppe, school rules, 204
boundaries of identity, Jews and Chris-

tians, 33–36
brava gente, postwar myth of, 223
Bréviaire de la haine (Harvest of Hate) 

(Poliakov), 245
Brodkin, Karen, on Jews as “white,” 260
Bruno, Giordano, monument to, 163
Buber-Neumann, Margarete, Prison of 

Stalin and Hitler, 228
Byzantines, conflict with Lombards, 40

Caeca et obdurate (Clement VIII), 171
Caesar, Julius: Cicero supporting, 17; 

Roman Jews, 16
Caffiero, Marina, on the XVIII century 

Church, 151–52
Caligula (Emperor), 10
Camaldoli Colloquiums, 248
Cammeo, Giuseppe, on emancipated 

women, 181
Canano, Giovanni Battista, Centuriae 

curationum, 86
Canfora, Luciano, on Flavius Josephus, 28
canon law, principle of, 150–51
Cantoni, Raffaele: Committee for the 

Assistance of Jewish Refugees, 200; 
internment camp, 217; Union of Isra-
elite Communities, 241, 265

Carcano, Michele, on Monte di Pietà, 62
Cardano, Girolamo, magic and science, 81
Cardoso, Avraham, Sabbatianism, 154
Cardoso, Isaac (Fernando): anti-

Sabbatianism, 154; on Copernican 
model, 87

Carolingian Empire, 32
Caronia, Giuseppe, saving people with 

false medical records, 226
Carpi, Leone, Dizionario del Risorgi-

mento Italiano, 161

Caruso, Pietro, on raid, 233
Cassius Dione, on conscription of Jews 

into military service, 95
Cassuto, Umberto, interpreter of “La iente 

de Zion,” 47–48
Catholic anti-Semitism, Beatus Andreas 

as, 151
Catholic Church, 26, 87, 157, 170,  

245, 248
Catholic culture, 86
Catholic faith, converting Jews to, 91
Catholicism, 22, 59, 82, 118, 119, 183,  

199, 215, 241; Judaism and,  
82, 119

Catholic press, 187
Catholic University, Gemelli founding, 

198
Cattaneo, Carlo, Sulle interdizioni israel-

itiche, 160
Cavaglion, Pino Levi, Jew from Genoa, 

230
Cebà, Ansaldo, correspondence of Sullam 

and, 143
Central Demographic Office of the Minis-

try of the Interior, 203
Centuriae curationum (Canano), 86
Cesana, Franco, death of, 230
Chajes, Hirsch Perez, important rabbi, 

196
Charles of Bourbon, on opening spaces 

for freedom, 146
Charles V (Emperor): on Molcho and 

Reubeni, 104; statutes of limpieza, 92
Charles V, Francis of Aragon and, 112
Christ, Eucharist, 64
Christian anti-Semitism, 245–46
Christian catacombs, 16, 17
Christian culture, Jewish world and, 

81–82
Christian faith, Kabballah and, 77–78
Christianity, 3, 11, 43; baptism and, 93; 

clergy of, 34; definitive choice of 
Judaism and, 106; pagan world and, 
84; restrictions on, 21–23; Roman 
embrace of, 20; as state religion, 
22–23; victory of, 21

Christianization, Roman empire, 21
Christian Kabbalah, 77



[ 318 ] index

Christians: boundaries of identity for 
Jews and, 33–36; on Jewish diaspora, 
11; lending by Jews and, 61–63

Christian society: Muslims in medieval, 
25; relationship of Roman Jews with, 
57–60

Christian world: Italian Jews’ relation-
ship with, 5–6; religious foundations 
of Jewish presence in, 23–26; role of 
women in, 34–35, 36

Chronicle of Ahimaaz, 41
Church, Jews under Nazi occupation, 

231–35
Church of 1945, 246
Church of Rome, 164, 165
Ciano, Galeazzo, 199; declaration of Ital-

ian Empire, 202
Cicero, lost writings by, 83
Cinque Savi alla Mercanzia, status of 

“Venetian subjects,” 111
Cinque Scole, 131, 168
Cisalpine Republic, 158
Cispadane Republic, 158
citizenships, expulsion of foreign Jews 

from Italy, 204
Citone, Angelo, Libri di famiglia, 167
Classen, Flora, on imposition of sign for 

Jews, 54
Claudius, 8
Claudius (Emperor), Saetonius on reign 

of, 20
Clement VII (Pope): death of, 104; Reu-

beni and, 103–4
Clement VIII, Caeca et obdurate, 171
Codex Theodosianus in 438, 22
Coen, Sabbato, resistance to pressures of 

House of Catechumens, 139
Cohen, Tobiah, on Copernican model, 87
coins, minting of, 12
Cold War, 253, 261
College of Catechumens, 138
Colorni, Eugenio: assassination of, 230; 

prisoner in exile on island, 263
Colosseum, 18
COMASEBIT (Committee for the Assis-

tance of Jews in Italy), 241
Committee for the Assistance of Jewish 

Refugees, Cantoni and, 200

Communist Manifesto (Marx and Engels), 
195

Community/community: term, 269n2 
(introduction); Universitas Hebraeorum, 
97

Community of Trieste, 176
Community organization, Jewish world 

within Christian world, 31–32
“compelle eos intrare,” compelling to bap-

tism, 138–41
concentration camps, internment of for-

eign Jews, 216–17
Concordat of 1929, Church signing, 231
condotta system, 58; freedom of, 111–12; 

rules of lending, 59–60; termination 
with Jews, 62

condotte contracts, 58
Congress of Basel, 185
Congress of Vienna, 159
Consonni, Manuela, on memoirs, 229
Consortium of Jewish Communities, 180
Constantine, sanctioning Sunday, 34
contra judaeos, against the Jews, 18–21
conversion drive, ghettos, 138–41
converso, term, 92
conversos, Spanish, 119
Copernican theory, 86–87
Copernicus, conception of universe, 86
Cordova, Consalvo de, on Jewish expul-

sion, 96
Cordovero, Moses ben Jacob, kabbalistic 

thought, 76
Corpus Hermeticum, Hermes Trismegis-

tus, 274n6
Cortes, decree of, 125
Cosimo I Medici (Duke), on Portuguese 

and Levantines, 109
Costa, Andrea, Anna Kuliscioff and, 

190–91
Costa, Licentiato, on religious identity, 114
Coutinho, Fernando (bishop of the 

Algarve), on forced converts, 104
COVID pandemic, 260
Cremonini, Cesare, Accademia degli 

Incogniti, 144
Crispi, Francesco, Nathan attacking, 189
Croce, Benedetto: Ernesta Bittani and, 

213; Manifesto of the Anti-Fascist 



index [ 319 ]

Intellectuals, 198; on racist laws, 212, 
213

crucified child, on ritual killing at Pass-
over, 133–34

Crusaders, Jews resisting attacks of, 
124–25

Crusades, massacres of, 32
crypto-Judaism, Marranos, 98, 99, 101
cultural koine, Jews and Christians, 74
Cultures of the Jews (Biale), 6–7
Cyrus (king of Persians), Jews returning 

to homeland, 9

Dachau, 223
da Feltre, Bernardino, on Monti di Pietà, 

67
da Feltre, Giovanni, on ritual killing, 68
da Foligno, Chananel, broadcasting false 

charge of Jewish ritual killing of child, 
133–34

Dannecker, Theodor: deportation opera-
tion, 221; suicide of, 222

da Pisa, Daniele, reform of the represen
tation of the Community, 97

da Pistoia, Giovanni, inciting massacres, 
95

Davila, Juan Arias (bishop of Segovia), 
opposed to introduction of Inquisi-
tion, 102

day of rest, Jewish and Christian, 34
Day of the Righteous, 227
D’Azeglio, Massimo: advocates of emanci-

pation, 160; Dell’emancipazione civile 
degli Israeliti, 165; on destitution of 
ghetto, 166

D’Azeglio, Roberto, advocates of emanci-
pation, 160

“Death to the Jews,” cry, 170, 194
Debenedetti, Giacomo: on Alianello, 220; 

October 16, 1943, 254
De Felice, Renzo: on diary, 213; influence 

of Benamozegh, 179; on Italy’s pres-
sure from Nazi ally, 206; work on Jews 
and Fascism, 253

deicide, 183, 247
DELASEM (The Delegation for the  

Assistance of Jewish Emigrants), 224, 
241

Della Marca, Giacomo, on distinguishing 
Jewish women, 54

Della Pergola, Sergio, on “markers” of 
Jewish belonging, 259

Della Torre, Lelio (Rabbi), founding rab-
binical schools, 179

Dell’emancipazione civile degli Israeliti 
(D’Azeglio), 165

Delmedigo, Joseph: Accademia degli 
Incogniti, 144; Sefer Elim, 87

Del Monte, Anna, resistance to pressures 
of House of Catechumens, 139

Del primato morale e civile degli italiani 
(Gioberti), 162

De Monte, Andrea, preacher to Jews,  
140

Di Nepi, Serena, on false ritual murder of 
child, 133

Deputy, The (play), 246
de’ Rossi, Azariah: Jewish revival of 

Flavius Josephus, 29; Me’or enayim 
(Light of the Eyes), 81

de’ Rossi, David ben Elisha, Europa and, 
88

Destruction of the European Jews, The 
(Hilberg), 55

Diary of Anne Frank, The, 256
diaspora: Rome and, 8–11; term, 2, 9
dietary laws: Jewish, 33, 34; ritual slaugh-

ter of meat, 60
dietary rules, custom of Jews, 19
Dio Cassius, expulsion of Jews from 

Rome, 20
Diocesan Museum of Trent, 71
Di Porto, Celeste, case of, 225
Di Porto, Elena, leading resistance, 230
Directorate General for Demography and 

Race (Demorazza), 203
Discorso circa il stato de gl’Hebrei et in 

particolar dimoranti nell’inclita città 
di Venetia (Simone Luzzatto), 143

discriminations, first, of Jews, 21–23
“displaced persons,” 265, 266
Di Veroli, Attilio, murder of, 237
Di Veroli, Michele, murder of, 237
divorce, word ghet, 124
Divrei shalom ve emet (Words of Peace 

and Truth) (Wessely), 176



[ 320 ] index

Dizionario del Risorgimento Italiano 
(Carpi), 161

Doña Gracia Nasi, Beatrice de Luna as, 
113, 113

Donnolo, Shabbetai, addressing scientific 
problems, 42

Dreyfus, Alfred, fate of, 187
Dreyfus Affair, 187, 194
Dubin, Lois: on Jewish cultural modern-

ization, 176–77; on Jews of Trieste, 
149–50

Dusina, Pietro, high prelate in Naples, 
120, 122

Duties of Man, The (Mazzini), 182
Dux (Sarfatti), 214

early modern age, label, 72
Eastern diaspora Babylon, 43
Edict of Caracalla (212 CE), 9, 21
Edict of Milan of 313, 21
Edict of 694 by Visigoths, 32
Eichmann trial, 256
Einaudi, Levi’s book, 254, 256
Eleazar ben Hanania (priest), on per-

forming sacrifices, 12
elegy, “La iente de Zion,” 47–48
emancipation, 156; case of Rome, 164–69; 

Italian Jewish communities, 158–61; 
Jewish, 170; Jews and the Risorgi-
mento, 161–64; liberal era, 169–70; 
names and things, 156–58; political, 
156–57; women, 181–83

Embassy to Gaius, Philo of Alexandria, 10
Enlightenment, 163; spread of, 150
Ercole I d’Este (Duke), Jewish families in 

Ferrara, 98
Ercole II (Duke), protection of Jews, 106
Este dynasty, 148
Ester (Modena), 143
Ethiopian Empire, 202
Eucharist, 67; Christ in, 64
Europa, Madama: opera singer, 88; Sal-

amone Rossi and, 87–90
European Day of Jewish Culture, 262
European Judaism, 263
Evian Conference, refugees, 204
Evola, Julius, introduction to Protocols, 

185

Exodus (ship), experience of illegal immi-
grants on, 266

expulsions: Italy from refuge to, 93–98; 
Jews and conversos of Portuguese ori-
gin, 105–10; Jews from Spain (1492), 
91–93

extermination, women’s Holocaust, 
227–29

family: emancipation of women, 181–82; 
Jewish and Christian women, 36

Farinacci, Roberto: Fascist Party, 185; 
minority wing in fascist movement, 
206–7

Farissol, Abraham, Iggeret orḥot ‘olam, 85
Fascism: being an Italian Jew during, 

207–12; Jewish communities and, 
199–201

Fascist March on Rome, 198
Fascist Party, 185
Fatebenefratelli Hospital, 226
favor fidei, principle of canon law, 151
Fede (ship), Italian authorities blocking, 

265
Feletti, Pier Gaetano: arrest of, 172; order-

ing seizure of little Edgardo, 171
Fenice (ship), Italian authorities block-

ing, 265
Ferdinand the Catholic, Jewish expulsion 

from Sardinia and Sicily, 96
Ferdinand II Medici (Duke), ordinance 

“Livornina,” 109
Ferrante I, on protection of Jews, 56
Feuchtwanger, Lion, Jewish novelist, 29
Ficino, Marsilio, Platonic Academy, 74
Finzi, Aldo, Jews in Fascist Party, 198
First Crusade, 63
First Jewish War, 17
First World War, 185, 186, 241; Italian 

Jewish world, 197
First Zionist Congress, 195–96
fiscus judaicus, new tax on Jews, 18
Flavius Josephus: on exile of Jews to 

Sardinia, 95; on defenders’ suicide, 13; 
empress Poppaea and, 39; on factions 
of Judea, 12; on Jewish community 
of Alexandria, 9, 10; The Jewish War, 
27, 28, 42; on Jewish war (of 66–70), 



index [ 321 ]

26–29; on Jews in Rome, 15; on syna-
gogue and Judaism, 14

Flavius Mithridates: convert, 80
Florence, ghetto, 127, 142
Foà, Ugo, Rome, 240
Foa, Vittorio: on foreboding signs from 

prison, 208; Giustizia e Libertà, 
199; National Liberation Committee 
(CLN), 230

Foà College (Vercelli), 179
Formiggini, Moisé, on Jews as citizens, 

159
Fortis, Alessandro, prime minister of Jew-

ish origin, 194
Four Dialogues on the Subject of Scenic 

Representations (Sommi), 88
1492, expulsion of Jews from Spain, 91–93
Fourth Lateran Council, 58; thirteenth 

century, 52–55
France, comparing Italy and, 223–27
Franceschi, Alessandro, broadcasting 

false charge of Jewish ritual killing of 
child, 133–34

Francesconi, Federica, on “invisible 
Enlighteners,” 149

Franchetti, Judit, branded as “witch,” 89
Franchetti, Laura, death of son, 212
Francis of Aragon, proposed marriage to 

Reyna, 112
Francis IV d’Este (Duke of Modena), on 

conduct of Jews, 160
Frederick Barbarossa, on Jews as depen-

dent on Emperor, 50
Frederick II (Holy Roman Emperor): 

on false accusation of ritual murder, 
63–64; on imposition of badge for 
Jews, 53; on synagogue for Jews, 
49–50

freemasons, 188
free settlement (Giudecca), ghetto or, 125, 

127
free zone, Vichy Republic, 223
French Catholicism, 179
French Revolution, 158, 184
friends of Israel, expression, 262

Gaddafi, Muammar, Jews in Libya, 251
Galileo, 144; conception of universe, 86

galut, term, 11
Gans, David, Zemach David, 87
Gargano, Vincenzo (Father), Camoldoli 

Colloquiums by, 248
Garibaldi, Giuseppe, defense of Rome, 165
Gariwo Foundation, 227
Gemelli, Agostino: Catholicism and sci-

ence, 206–7; founding Catholic Uni-
versity, 198

gender(s): Christian and Jewish worlds, 
34–35; Holocaust, 227–29; Marran-
ism redefining male and female roles, 
117–18

genizah, 38
Gentile, Giovanni, schooling reform, 199
Gerarchia ( journal), 214
German Scola (1528), 130
German Social Democratic Party, Bebel 

and Liebknecht of, 184
Ghemilut Hasadim, 137
gherush, 2
Ghetto Nuovissimo, creation of, 129, 130
ghettos, 123–25; “compelle eos intrare,” 

138–41; crucified child, 133–34; demo
lition of, in Rome, 168; emancipation 
of Rome, 164–69; end of, 167; expres-
sion “age of the ghettos,” 123; house 
under Nazi occupation, 235–37; Italian 
Jews in eighteenth century, 146–52; 
Jewish, in Italy, 126; lazaretto as quar-
antine zone, 136; raid on Jewish ghetto 
in Rome, 219–22; rebuilding walls in 
Rome, 165–66; Rome, 130–32, 131; 
Sabbatai Zevi in Italy, 152–55; space, 
126–28; spread of, in Italy, 142–46; 
Venice, 128–30; wealth and poverty in 
the, 135–38

Giles of Viterbo: Reubeni and, 103; on 
work of Baruch, 77

Ginzburg, Leone: assassination of, 230; 
Fascism and, 211; Giustizia e Libertà, 
199

Gioberti, Vincenzo: Del primato morale e 
civile degli italiani, 162; emancipation 
projects, 160

Giovanni Paolo II (Pope) visit to Syna-
gogue of Rome, 247

giudecche, 38



[ 322 ] index

Giustiniani, Tommaso, letter to Leo X, 
123

Giustizia e Libertà (Justice and Free-
dom), 199, 241; Jewish presence 
in Resistance, 229–30; newspaper 
L’Italia libera, 230

Givat Brenner, Sereni as founder of kib-
butz, 242

Gli ebrei in Italia (The Jews in Italy) 
(Orano), 200

Goedsche, Hermann, Biarritz, 185
Gomez, Simon, condotta cited as opinion 

on trial of, 112
Gonzaga court: policy, 89; Salamone 

Rossi and Madama Europa,  
87–90

Goodman, Martin: defining Judaism, 
269n5 (introduction); on Josephus’ 
status as Jew, 28; on two ancient cul-
tures, 12

Grand Council of Fascism, ousting Mus-
solini, 218

Grassini, Margherita: Mussolini and, 214. 
See also Sarfatti, Margherita

Graziani, Rodolfo, 202–3
Great War, 205, 212
Gregory I (Gregory the Great) (Pope), 

124; on baptism, 24–25; Jewish pres-
ence in Europe, 32, 96; on Jews in 
Christendom, 23; letters on Jewish 
presence in Italy, 30–31, 38

Gunzberg, Lynn, on anti-Jewish hostil-
ity, 170

Habsburg Empire, 125, 149–50, 158
Habsburg Trieste, 149–50
ha Cohen, Joseph, on anti-Jewish policy, 

55
ha-Cohen, Moses ben Jekutiel, Rothschild 

Miscellany, 79
Haganah, army of pre-state Israel, 265
Hakhmoni, 42
Halfan, Elijah Menahem (rabbi), on 

teaching Hebrew to non-Jews, 77
ha-Meir, Menahem, on religions of gen-

tiles, 33
Haskalah: European culture of, 5; in 

Italy, 175–77; movement for Jewish 

Enlightenment, 174–75; and reform in 
Italy, 174–77

Hebrew Bible, 9, 162
Hebrew knowledge, Torah, 40–42
Hellenism, 274n6
Henriques, Gabriel, arrest of, 107
Henri II (Duke of Rohan), Accademia 

degli Incogniti, 144
Henry III (England), on ritual murder 

accusation, 64
Henry V (Emperor), 43
Hermes Trismegistus, Corpus Hermeti-

cum, 274n6
Hermeticism, 274n6
Herod the Great: after reign of, 11; Hero-

dians, 16
Herzl, Theodor, Zionism, 196
Hilberg, Raul, The Destruction of the 

European Jews, 54–55
Hillesum, Etty, letters from Auschwitz, 

228
Himmler, Heinrich, deportation opera-

tion, 221
Hinderbach, Johannes (Bishop), condem-

nation of Jews of Trent, 66, 67–70
Histoire des Juifs (Basnage), 134
Historia de’ riti ebraici (Leon of Modena), 

61, 143
History of Italian Literature (De Sanctis), 

163
Hitler, Adolf: anti-Jewish Nazi Germany, 

217; extermination camps, 263; Fascist 
Italy with, 254; Mussolini and, 205; 
persecution of German Jews, 200

Hitler’s pope, Pius XII as, 232
Hochhuth, Rolf, The Deputy (play), 246
Holocaust, 2, 227; being an Italian Jew 

during, 207–12; deaths during, 238; 
Italian Jews in, 223; Jewish survivors 
of, 243; women’s, 227–29

Holocaust (television series), 256
Holocaust Remembrance Day,  

257, 264
Holy of Holies, heart of Temple, 10
Holy Roman Empire, 1, 32, 128
Holy See, 187
Hosea, prophecies of, 15
House of Catechumens, 139, 140–41



index [ 323 ]

House of Savoy, 162, 166
humanism, Jewish, 82–84
Hyrcanus II, civil war, 10

Iberian Peninsula: edict of 613, 32; immi-
gration of the Sephardim from, 31

Ibn Verga, Solomon, on Spanish exiles in 
Rome, 97

Idel, Moshe, Kabbalah interpreter, 76, 77
If This Is a Man (Levi), 229, 254
Iggeret orḥot ‘olam (Farissol), 85
Ignatius of Loyola, 138
Il corriere della sera (newspaper), 187, 212
Il dovere (newspaper), 183
Il Popolo d’Italia (newspaper), 214
Il Vessillo Israelitico (periodical), 180
Imperial Age: Jewish settlements in, 40; 

Jews in Rome in the, 15–21
Index of Clement VIII, 132
Innocent IV (Pope), 151; on false accusa-

tion of ritual murder, 64
Inquisition, 55, 66; Marranism and, 

116–17
Inquisitor of Bologna, ordering seizure of 

little Edgardo, 171
Interlandi, Telesio: Ai margini del 

razzismo, 200; La Difesa della Razza 
(magazine), 213

Intermezzo (Chiabrera), 88
International Emergency Conference on 

Anti-Semitism, 245
internment, foreign Jews, 216–17
Irgun (Zionist paramilitary group), 29
Isaac, Jules, Ten Points of Seelisberg, 245, 

247
Israel (magazine), 196, 205
Israel, Jonathan, on early modern age, 72
Israël et humanité (Benamozegh), 179
Israelite Consortium, 147
Italian Enlightenment, 163
Italiani brava gente, the good Italian, 253
Italian Jewish history, 3–7
Italian Jews: becoming Zionists, 242–44; 

during Fascism and the Holocaust, 
207–12; eighteenth century, 146–52; 
Fascist Jews, anti-Fascist Jews, Zionist 
Jews, 197–201; Margherita Sarfatti as 
Jewess inventing Mussolini, 214–15; 

modernization of state, 169–70; 
politics and, 186–87; postwar period, 
238–42; racist laws: story of an obitu-
ary, 212–14; racist laws of 1938: ante-
cedents, 202–3; racist laws of 1938: 
regulations, 203–7; relationship with 
Christian world, 5–6; Resistance and, 
229–31; in third millennium, 258–64

Italian Judaism, 2
Italian Rabbinical College, 196
Italian Scola (1575), 130
Italy: comparing France and, 223–27; 

from refuge to expulsions, 93–98; 
internment of foreign Jews, 216–17; 
Jewish communities, 37; Jews in 
republican, 248–51; Left opposition, 
261–62; new century (twentieth), 
194–95; origins of Zionism in, 195–97; 
Shoah in, 222–23; spread of ghettos in, 
142–46; state anti-Semitism, 206–7; 
travels of Benjamin of Tudela, 44–46

J’accuse! (Zola), 187
Jacobin radicalism, 160
Jacobin republics, 158
Jacobins, Napoleonic emancipation, 159
Jerusalem Talmud, 41
Jesus Christ, Jews’ refusal to accept as 

Messiah, 18
Jewish academics, expulsion of, 205
Jewish Agency, 242–43
Jewish Brigade, 231, 243
Jewish-Christian dialogue, Vatican II and, 

244–48
Jewish-Christian Friendship, 245, 248
Jewish College of Vercelli, 162
Jewish Community/communities: Fas-

cistization, 199–201; Italian cities, 31, 
32, 241, 242; Italy and France, 224–25; 
Rome, 167–69, 241; Rome petitioning 
Edgardo’s release, 171; southern Italy, 
36–40, 37

Jewish conspiracy, notion of, 184–85
Jewish cultural identity, Renaissance, 

72–74
Jewish diaspora, 4; European, 262
Jewish Enlightenment, 81
Jewish humanism, 73, 82–84



[ 324 ] index

Jewish integration, reformist projects of, 
159–60

Jewish Law, antinomianism, 153
Jewish moneylending, 51, 52–53, 56–57; 

communities in central and northern 
Italy, 57–60

Jewish Reform movement, 6
“Jewish Renaissance” project, 196
Jewish Shabbat, 34
Jewish War, 15; Josephus on, 26–29
Jewish War, The (Josephus), 27, 28, 42
Jewish world: Christian culture and, 

81–82; role of women, 34–35; thir-
teenth century, 49–51; women and 
family, 36

Jewish Youth Congress, 242
Jews: accusing, of ritual murders, 63–66; 

badge as distinctive sign, 53–54; 
boundaries of identity of Christians 
and, 33–36; coexistence of Chris-
tian clergy and, 233; conversions via 
baptisms, 234; definition for anti-
Semitism, 64; lending by Christians 
and, 61–63; Nazis’ adopting badge for, 
54–55; New World and the, 84–85

Jews in Italy: history of, 3–7; neither Ash-
kenazi nor Sephardic, 30–33

John Paul II (Pope), visit to Synagogue of 
Rome, 247

John XXIII (Pope): election of, 256; Jules 
Isaac and, 247

Jona, Giuseppe, Community of Venice, 
241

Jonas, Regina, rabbinical ordination, 259
Jordan of Rivalto (Dominican Friar), on 

accusations of ritual murder in Naples, 
55

Joseph II (Holy Roman Emperor): Jewish 
integration, 160; regulations for Jews, 
146–47

Josephus, Jewish war of 66–70, 26–29
“J” stamp of Jude, 225
Juan de Prado, Heterodox in Amsterdam, 

118
Judaism: Catholicism and, 82; charac-

teristics of Italian, 150; Christianity 
and, 247–48; conversos in Italy return-
ing to, 105–6; defined as a secta, 23; 

definition, 269n5 (introduction); 
definitive choice of Christianity and, 
106; Enlightenment and, 175; history 
of Spanish, 76; inferiority of, 3; Jose-
phus and, 27; return to, 114, 115, 119; 
Risorgimento principles, 162; syna-
gogue preserving, 14

Judas Maccabeus: Jewish rebellion 
against, 15; retaking Temple of Jeru-
salem, 8

Judea: factions of, 12; minting of coins, 
12; as Roman protectorate, 10

Judeophobia, 18
Julius III (Pope): burning of the Talmud, 

132; on grave accusation, 134; protec-
tion of, 106

Jung, Guido, Jews in Fascist Party, 198
Jupiter Sabatius, cult of, 8
jus hazakah system, origin of, 137
Justinian Code, 22
Juvenal: on foreigners, 19; Satires, 17

Kabbalah, 74–78, 153; concept of tikkun, 
75; influence of, 144; Jewish women, 
144–45; literature of Christian, 77

Kalonimos family, movement of, 31
Kaniuk, Yoram, on State of Israel, 266
Kappler, Herbert: Fascist gangs working 

for, 225, 250; on Jewish ghetto raid, 
220

Katz, Dana, on ghetto as art and architec-
ture, 128

Kertzer, David: on Pius XII, 246; on sign 
imposed on Jews, 55

Kesselring, Albert, on raid of ghettos, 221
Kidnapping of Edgardo Mortara, The 

(Oppenheim), 173
Kingdom of Naples, 146; inquisition and, 

100; welcoming Spanish and Sicilian 
Jews, 96–97

Kingdom of Sardinia, 158
Klinghoffer, Léon, murder on Achille 

Lauro, 261
Koch, Pietro, on raid, 233
kosher laws: Jewish, 33; rules of diet, 

116–17
Kuliscioff, Anna (née Anjia Rosenstein): 

Andrea Costa and, 190–91; death 



index [ 325 ]

of, 192; Filippo Turati and, 191, 192; 
model of a political life, 193; photo
graph of, 192; story of, 190–93

Lacerenza, Giancarlo, on existence of 
Jewish elite, 42

La civiltà cattolica (periodical), 184, 188, 
195

La critica sociale (magazine), 191, 198
La Difesa della Razza (The Defense of the 

Race) (magazine), 201, 201, 202, 213
La Difesa delle Lavoratrici (magazine),  

191
“La iente de Zion” (elegy), 47–48
Lampronti, Isaac, on Copernican model, 

87
La nostra bandiera (newspaper), 200
Lanzmann, Claude, Shoah (documen-

tary), 256
La Rivista Israelitica (newspaper), 161
La Roma del Popolo (newspaper), 188
Lattes, Dante: Israel magazine, 196; 

Union of Communities, 244
lazaretto, quarantine zone, 136
League of Cambrai, 128
League of Nations, 202
Lebanon war (1982), 261
L’Educatore Israelita (periodical), 180
Lefebvre, Marcel, leading breakaway 

group, 247
leftist opposition, Italy’s, 261
lending: Christian, 136; condotta sys-

tem, 58, 59–60; Jews, Christians and, 
61–63; prohibition of, 52. See also 
moneylending

Leon of Modena, Historia de’ riti ebraici, 
61

Leopold (Grand Duke), on Jews in ghetto, 
147

Leopold, Peter, Jewish integration, 160
Leopold II (Emperor), regulations for 

Jews, 147
Leo the Hebrew, on preeminence of Jew-

ish tradition, 84
Leo X (Pope), 78; imprimatur of, 78, 79; 

letter to, 123
Leo XIII (Pope): on accusation, 184; 

death of, 195

Levantine Scola (1541), 130
Levi, Carlo: Giustizia e Libertà, 199; Jew-

ish identity, 211–12
Levi, David, Jewish patriot, 161,  

162
Levi, Giuseppe, Giustizia e Libertà, 199
Levi, Primo: arrest of, 228; capture 

and deportation of, 230; existence 
of Italian Jews, 2; If This Is a Man, 
229, 254; on Italian Jews in camp, 1; 
memory of the Shoah, 211; on night-
mare of deportees, 255; The Periodic 
Table, 211; The Truce, 239; as young 
man, 255

Lewinska, Pelagia: Auschwitz-Birkenau, 
228; memoirs in Italy, 228

Libellus ad Leonem X, expulsion of the 
Jews, 123

Liberty Tree, ceremony raising, 164
Libro di famiglia (Citone), 167
Libyan War (1911), 163
Liebknecht, Karl, Bebel and, 184
limpieza de sangre (purity of blood), idea 

of, 92–93
L’Italia libera (newspaper), 230
“Livornina,” ordinance by Ferdinand II, 

109
lodo Moro, secret agreement, 261
Lombardi, Riccardo, Action Party,  

241–42
Lombards, conflicts with Byzantines, 40
Lombroso, Cesare, scholar, 187
L’Osservatore Cattolico (periodical), 184
L’Osservatore Israelitico (periodical), 181
L’Osservatore Romano (periodical), 184
Luria, Isaac, kabbalistic thought, 76
Lurianic Kabbalah, 76
Lusitanus, Amatus, story of, 86
Luzzatto, Simone (Rabbi): culture of 

ghettos, 144; discourse of, 143
Luzzatti, Luigi, prime minister of Jewish 

origin, 194
Luzzatto, Samuel David: on Enlighten-

ment of Judaism, 178; founding rab-
binical schools, 179

Luzzatto Voghera, Gadi, on Jewish 
resistance to nationalization process, 
157



[ 326 ] index

Maglione, Luigi, diplomatic negotiations, 
232

Manifesto of the Anti-Fascist Intellectuals 
(Croce), 198

“Manifesto of Race,” 203
Mantegna, Andrea, Gonzaga court, 88
Mantino, Jacob, teaching medicine, 86
Mantuan Jews, 137
Marcellus II (Cardinal Cervini), death 

of, 133
Marcionism, 22
Margulies, Samuel, Pacifici as pupil of, 

196
Marie Louise of Austria, government of, 

148
Maritain, Jacques, Holy See ambassador, 

245
Marranism: Inquisition and, 116–17; 

redefining male and female roles, 
117–18

Marranos: case of four women and 
an old man, 120–22; communities 
of, 106–9; conversos in Rome, 102, 
103–4; derogatory term, 98; fasting, 
117; kosher diet, 116–17; Marrano 
question, 99, 104; neither Jews nor 
Christians, 115–20; new Christians, 
98–101; purity of blood and, 99; 
reconversions to Judaism, 99; Span-
ish Inquisition and, 99–101; in Ven-
ice, 110–15

marriages, prohibition of mixed race, 
204–5

Masada, rebel stronghold, 13
Matteotti, Giacomo, assassination of, 192, 

198, 213
Mauriac, François, preface to study of 

Holocaust, 245
Mazzini, Giuseppe: death of, 189–90; 

on Italian unification, 161; move-
ment, 188, 198; Sara Levi Nathan and, 
182–83

Mazzinianism, 189
Medici, Cosimo de’, Platonic Academy,  

74
medicine, science and, 85–87
medieval Inquisition, Italy, 100
memory of the Shoah, 252–58

Mendelssohn, Moses: disciple Naphtali 
Hirz Wessely, 176; interpretation of 
Jewish thought, 174–75

Mendes, Diego, Beatrice de Luna and, 
112

Mendes, Francisco, Beatrice de Luna and, 
112

Menotti, Ciro, on Modena rebellions, 161
Me’or enayim (Light of the Eyes) (de’ 

Rossi), 81
Messer Leon Modena, David Ben Jehu-

dah (rabbi), study of medieval Judeo-
Arab sources, 83

Meyer, Michael, on modernity, 156
mezchite, synagogues, 38
Milanese Philosophical Circle, 191
Milano, Attilio, on history of Jews in Italy, 

157, 158
Millu, Liana, memoirs in Italy, 228
Misul, Frida: memoirs in Italy, 228; mem-

oirs of, 229
Mit brennender Sorge (Pius XI), 231–32
“mixed” races, 203
Mocquard, Jean-François Constant, play 

by Séjour and, 172
Modena, Leon (Rabbi): case of, 148–49; 

Historia de’ riti ebraici, 143; kabbal-
istic mysticism, 75; sermons, 144; on 
synagogue songs, 89–90

modernity: anti-Semitisms, 183–86; 
emancipated women, 181–83; Ernesto 
Nathan (Jew Mayor of Rome), 187–90; 
Haskalah and reform, 174–75; Has-
kalah in Italy, 175–77; Italian Jews 
and politics, 186–87; Marranism and, 
115–20; seeds of reform, 177–81; story 
of Anna Kuliscioff, 190–93

modernization: role of Jews in Italy’s, 
169–70; term, 156

Modigliani, Amedeo, painter, 186
Modigliani, Giuseppe, Jewish politician, 

186
Molcho, Solomon, Reubeni and, 103–4
Momigliano, Arnaldo: on Jewish emanci-

pation and Italian state construction, 
157; on synagogue, 14

Momigliano, Eucardio, internment camp, 
217



index [ 327 ]

Momigliano, Felice, scholar interwar Jew-
ish anti-Fascist, 187, 197–98

Monastery of the Annunciation, 138
Moncada, Guglielmo Raimondo, publish-

ing texts, 80
Moneglia, Paolo, on auto-da-fé, 102
moneylenders, communities of, in Italy, 

57–60
moneylending, Jewish, 51, 52–53, 56–57, 

130–31
Montaigne, descendants of converted 

Jews, 118
Monte di Pietà: founding of, 62; Francis-

cans invention of, 60, 67
Monteverde Nuovo, Jewish catacomb, 16
Monteverdi, Claudio, Gonzaga court, 88
Monthly Review of Israel, The (magazine), 

196
Morale Juíve et Morale Chrétienne (Bena-

mozegh), 179
Morpurgo, Augusto, death of, 212
Morpurgo, Elijah (Rabbi), on Wessely’s 

Divrei shalom, 176
Morpurgo, Luciano, on internment camp, 

217
Morpurgo, Salomone, death of son of, 212
Mortara, Edgardo: abduction of little, 

171–73; death of, 172; entering Con-
vent of Canons Regular, 172; The Kid-
napping of Edgardo Mortara, 173

Mortara, Marco (rabbi): on border of 
orthodoxy and reform, 163; on Italy as 
a nation, 161–62

Mortara, Salomone, police taking little 
Edgardo, 171

Moscati, Marco, Roman Jew, 229
Moses the Elder, Simon of Trent and, 68
Mosse, George: racism “infecting” Chris

tianity, 183; on secularization of Jew-
ish theology, 175

Mühlhausen, Eitel Friedrich, on raid of 
ghettos, 221

Muslim Pact of Umar, 53
Muslims, in medieval Christian society,  

25
Mussolini, Benito: biography of, 214; 

Charter of Verona, 222; Ernesta Bittanti 
and, 213; fall and return of, 218–19; 

Fascist policy, 202; Fascist violence 
and, 191; Hitler and, 205; Italian Jews 
and, 200; Momigliano on, 197–98; 
Sarfatti and, 214–15

Naftali, Jacob, printed edition of Zohar, 
79

Naples, four women and an old man, 
120–22

Napoleonic Wars, 163
Nasser, Gamal Abdel, seizure of power, 

251
Nassi, Joseph, Beatrice de Luna and, 

113
Nathan, Ernesto: Jew as major of Rome, 

187–90; mother Sara Levi Nathan, 
182–83, 188; son Giuseppe, 241

Nathan, Giuseppe, Union of Communi-
ties, 241

Nathan, Meyer, father of Ernesto, 188
Nathan, Sara Levi: Mazzini and, 182–83; 

mother of Ernesto Nathan, 182–83, 
188

Nathan of Gaza, Sabbatai Zevi and, 153, 
154

National Fascist Party, 198
National Liberation Committee (CLN), 

230
National Socialism, 246
Naudé, Gabriel, Accademia degli Incog-

niti, 144
Nazi ghettos, 125
Nazi occupation: anti-Semitic education, 

207; Church and Jews under, 231–35; 
Community management, 240; ghetto 
house under, 235–37

Nazi Party, 185
Nazis, adopting badge for Jews, 54–55
Nazism, defeat of, 246
Neoplatonism, 80
Netflix series, on Jewish world, 262
New Testament, 20, 21; Epistle to the 

Romans, 23–24
New World, Jews and, 84–85
New York Times (newspaper), 234
Nilus, Sergei, author of Protocols, 185
1967 war, 262
Nissim, Luciana, memoirs in Italy, 228



[ 328 ] index

North and South America, emigration of 
Jews to, 206

Nostra aetate: declaration, 246–47, 248; 
relations with Judaism, 246; Second 
Vatican Council, 71

Nuremberg laws, 207
Nuremberg regulations, 206

Obadiah of Bertinoro, diary of, 95
obituary, story of, 212–14
October 16, 1943 (Debenedetti), 254
Old Testament, 21
Oneg Shabbat group, 210
Oppenheim, Moritz Daniel, The Kidnap-

ping of Edgardo Mortara, 173
Orano, Paolo, Gli ebrei in Italia (The 

Jews in Italy), 200
Oreglia, Giuseppe (Father), Catholic 

press, 184
Orosius, Paulus, on expulsion of Jews 

from Rome, 20
Orthodoxy, term, 178
Ottolenghi, Silvio, administrator at 

Roman Community, 240
Ottoman Empire, 94, 96, 98, 105, 144; 

Jews of, 105; Levantine Jews in, 111
Ottoman–Venetian War of 1570, 111
Ovazza, Ettore: assassination of, 200; La 

nostra bandiera (newspaper), 200

Pacifici, Alfonso: emigrating to Palestine, 
242; Israel magazine, 196

Pacifici, Antonio, ceremony raising Lib-
erty Tree, 164

Paḥad Itzhak (The Fear of Isaac), Talmu-
dic Encyclopedia, 132

Palatine Library of Parma, 56
Palestine, settling of Jewish refugees, 265
Palestinian terrorist attacks, Italy, 261–62
Papal State(s), 158, 160, 161, 165, 166
Pascal II (Pope), 43
Passover, 63, 116; on pretended ritual kill-

ing of child at, 133–34; rituals of, 68
Paul (apostle): Epistle to the Romans, 

23–24; letters to Corinthians, 23; let-
ters to Galatians, 23, 64

Paul III (Pope): on Marrano question, 
104; Portuguese Inquisition, 106

Paul IV Carafa (Pope), 86; counterrefor-
mation, 133; death of, 108; policy of 
harsh repression, 120; on Portuguese 
Jews, 108; Roman Inquisition, 128–29

Pellegrina, Dianora, as relapsed heretic, 
121

Pellegrina, Gerolama, as relapsed heretic, 
121

Pellegrina family, baptism of, 121
Pentateuch, 14
Periodic Table, The (Levi), 211
Perlasca, Giorgio, saving Jews in Buda-

pest, 227
Petacci, Claretta, Mussolini and, 215
Pfefferkorn, Johannes, conflict with 

Reuchlin, 82
Philo of Alexandria: diplomatic mission 

to Rome, 10; Embassy to Gaius, 10; on 
Jews in Rome, 15, 16

Piazza, Bruno, Perchè gli altri dimenti-
cano (Because Others Forget), 254–55

Piazza della Pescheria, Liberty Tree 
burned in, 164

Piazza delle Scole, 164
Pico della Mirandola, Giovanni: academy, 

80; influence of, 74, 76; publishing 
texts for, 80

Pierleoni (Cardinal), 43
Pinheiro, Moses (Rabbi), Sabbatianism, 

154
Piperno, Settimio, Municipal Council,  

167
Pires, Diego: Reubeni and, 103. See also 

Molcho, Solomon
Pius IV (Pope), 108–9
Pius IX (Pope): ascension of, 165; return 

to Rome, 170
Pius V (Pope), Cinque Scole, 131
Pius V Ghislieri (Pope), policy of harsh 

repression, 120, 121–22
Pius VI (Pope): anti-Jewish edict of, 151; 

harsh edict of, 164
Pius VII (Pope), exile of, 159
Pius X (Pope): election of, 195; inception 

of papacy of, 169
Pius XI (Pope): on anti-Semitism of 

Action Française, 195; death of, 231; 
denouncing Nazi doctrine, 231–32



index [ 329 ]

Pius XII (Pope), 244, 245; pope of com-
promise, 232; reputation, 246; on 
Roman people taking up arms against 
Nazis, 232

Platonic Academy, 74–75, 76
poisoning wells, accusation of, 65, 66
Poletti, Charles, US War Department,  

240
Poliakov, Léon, on “silence of the pope 

and the hierarchy,” 245
Polish Communist Party, 228
politics, Italian Jews and, 186–87
Pompey: civil war, 10; on entering the 

Holy of Holies, 19
Ponentine Scola (1580), 130
Porcari, Giulia: Jewish communities, 37; 

Jewish ghettos in Italy, 126
Portaleone, Abraham, physician exempt 

from badge, 88
Portaleone Scola, 135
Portico d’Ottavia, 235; interior courtyard 

of, 236; raid of, 235–37
Portuguese communities, in Ferrara, 

Ancona, and Livorno, 105–10
postwar period, Italian Jews, 238–42
poverty and wealth, ghettos, 135–38
Pratensis, Felix: publishing texts, 80; 

Rabbinical Bible, 78
Prato, David (rabbi), 241
Preziosi, Giovanni, Fascist Party, 185
Primerano, Domenica, 71
printing press, Ruderman on, 72, 73
Protocols of the Elders of Zion, The, 

appearance of, 185
public Jews, 93
purity of blood, Marranos and, 99

QAnon movement, 260
Quadrio, Maurizio, tomb of, 183
Querini, Vincenzo, letter to Leo X, 123
Quintilian, lost writings by, 83
Quirino Theatre, 172

Rabbinical College of Padua, 179
Rabbinical Law, 153
Rabbinical Seminary of Berlin, Abraham 

Berliner of, 167
race, determination by blood, 206

racism, infection of, 183
racist laws of 1938: acceptance of, 226; 

antecedents, 202–3; regulations,  
203–7; story of an obituary, 212–14

Rajak, Tessa, on burials in Rome, 17
Rapito (Kidnapped) (film), 173
Ravenna, Renzo, regime’s treatment of, 

203
Ravensbrück (Tillion), 228
Ravensbrück camp, Rolfi as prisoner,  

256
Recanati, Menahem ben Benjamin: on 

Kabbalah, 75–76; kabbalistic commen-
tary on Pentateuch, 79

Reconquista, 91
“relapsed heretics,” label of, 121
relative force, concept of, 25
religious foundations, Jewish presence in 

Christian world, 23–26
Renaissance, 72–74; Jewish humanism, 

82–84; Kabbalah, 74–78; printers, 
translators, and converts, 78–82; 
printing press, 79–80; science and 
medicine, 85–87

Republic of Salò, 218, 219, 222–23, 226, 
239, 249–50, 253

Republic of Venice, 85
Resistance, 224; Jews and, 229–31
Reubeni, David: diary of, 124; journey of, 

103; Molcho and, 103–4; story of, 153
Reuchlin, Johannes: Christian writing 

on Kabbalah, 77; in defense of the 
Talmud, 82

Riccardi, Andrea, on coexistence of Jews 
and Catholic clergy, 233

Righteous Gentile, Yad Vashem, 226–27
Risorgimento, 189, 190, 195; Jews and 

the, 161–64; Mazzini’s republicanism, 
182

ritual murders, accusation of, 63–66
ritual slaughter, meat as food for Jews, 60
Rodriga, Daniel, status of “Venetian sub-

jects,” 111
Rodrigo, Avraham, Sabbatianism, 154
Rohling, August, The Talmudist Jew, 183
Rolfi, Lidia Beccaria, Ravensbrück pris-

oner, 256
Roman Community, 167, 209–10, 240



[ 330 ] index

Roman Inquisition, 100, 128–29
Roman Jews, 43–44
Roman Republic of 1848–49, 188
Romans, Paul’s letter to, 23–24
Roman synagogues, inscriptions of, 16–17
Rome: Community of, 180; diaspora 

and, 8–11; emancipation and, 164–69; 
ghetto(s), 127, 130–32, 131, 142; history 
of Jews in, 43–44; Jew Ernesto Nathan 
as mayor, 187–90; Jewish population 
in, 97; Jewish presence in, 4; Jews in, 
in imperial age, 15–21; Marranos in, 

Rome: Community of (continued)
	 103–4; raid on the Jewish ghetto in, 

219–22; strange auto-da-fé in, 101–2; 
travels of Benjamin of Tudela, 44–46; 
triumph of, 13

Rosani, Rita, combat and death of, 230
Rosenstein, Anjia, 190. See also Kuliscioff, 

Anna (née Anjia Rosenstein)
Rosman, Moshe, on Biale’s book, 6–7
Rosselli, Carlo: Giustizia e Libertà move-

ment, 199; murder of, 199
Rosselli, Jane, Nathan’s sister, 190
Rosselli, Nello: murder of, 199; Sereni 

and, 242
Rossi, Ernesto, Ventotene Manifesto, 230
Rossi, Salamone: Madama Europa and, 

87–90; turning to outside world, 143
Rothschild Miscellany, 79
Rovighi, Cesare, founder of La Rivista 

Israelitica, 161
Ruderman, David: on conversion of Jew-

ish scholars, 80; on Jewish world, 73; 
on printing press, 72

Ruffo, Fabrizio (Cardinal), followers of, 
165

Rufina of Smyrna, on women as head of 
synagogue, 17

Russian Revolution, 185

Sabbath, 116; as Jewish day of rest, 19, 34; 
Sunday and, 209

Sabbatianism, 174; movement, 153–54
Salah, Asher, Reform movement, 177
Saliège, Jules, pastoral letter on Nazis, 234
Saralvo, Josef, arrest and burning of, 107
Sardinia, expulsion of Jews from, 95–96

Sarfatti, Margherita, Mussolini and, 
214–15

Sarfatti, Michele, on Jewish involvement 
in Fascist movement, 198, 199

Sarmiento, Pedro (Mayor), statute of 
limpieza, 92

Sarpi, Paolo, struggle of Venice against 
Rome, 112

Satires (Juvenal), 17
Schafranov, Sofia, memoirs in Italy, 228
Schœnheit, Carlo, on Jews of Ferrara, 

209
Scholem, Gershom, on Jewish mysticism, 

75, 76
schools, separating Jewish and Aryan 

children, 204
Schwarz, Guri, on Jews after 1945, 244
science, medicine and, 85–87
Scola Canton (1531), 130
Scotus, Michael, on Averroes’s commen-

tary, 50
Second Temple, 15
Second Vatican Council, 71, 256
Second World War, 186, 190, 252
secular philanthropy, 182
Sefer Elim (Delmedigo), 87
Sefer Ge hizayon (Yagel), 81
Sefer Hakhmoni (Donnolo), 42
Sefer Yetzirah, 42
Sefer Yosippon (ben Gurion), 42
Segre, Giacomo, death of, 166
Segre, Renata, on Jews in Piedmont, 

147–48
Segre, Sion, Giustizia e Libertà, 199
Séjour, Victor, playwright in France, 172
Senarega, Bartolomeo, on Spanish exiles 

in Genoa, 97–98
Sephardic and Portuguese diaspora, 5
Sephardic diaspora, exile over baptism, 98
Sephardic world, Ashkenazi world and, 

149–50
Septuagint Bible, 9
Sereni, Ada: Arazi and, 265; memoirs of, 

265–66
Sereni, Angelo, president of community, 

180
Sereni, Emilio, National Liberation Com-

mittee (CLN), 230



index [ 331 ]

Sereni, Enzo: death in Dachau, 243; 
founder of Givat Brenner, 242; found-
ing Avodà, 196–97, 242; widow Ada, 
265

servi, term, 21
Service International de Documentation 

Judéo-Chrétienne (SIDIC), 248
Shoah, 239; definition, 257; European 

history, 264; Italy, 222–23; memory of 
the, 252–58, 268; reflection on, 256; 
term, 252, 256; writings of survivors, 
257

Shoah (documentary), 256
Sibylline Oracles, 10
Sicarii, fanatical group, 12, 13
Sicilian Jews, 49, 94–95; cloth sign on, 95; 

Kingdom of Naples welcoming, 96–97; 
as servi camerae regiae (servants of 
royal chamber), 95

Sicut Iudaeis (Callixtus III), 26
Siegmund, Stefanie, on reinforcement of 

male control, 145
Simon of Trent: alleged ritual child 

murder, 65–66, 67; bas-relief of ritual 
murder, 70; case of, 67–71; cult of little 
Simon, 65–66, 68, 70

Sisters of Zion, 248
Six-Day War, 251
Six Orders of the Mishnah, 56
Sixtus IV, on Jews of Trent, 69
Sixtus V (Pope): censoring the Talmud, 

132; enlarging ghetto, 135
Socialist Party, founders of, 191
“Society of Friends of Israel,” 195
Society of Jesus, 138
Sofia, Francesca, expression on assimila-

tion to system of values, 163
Solomon the Babylonian, religious poetry, 

43
Sommi, Leone de’, Four Dialogues on the 

Subject of Scenic Representations, 88
Soncino, Gershom, printing house, 78–79
Songs of Solomon, The, Hebrew text, 89
Sonnino, Sidney, prime minister of Jew-

ish origin, 194
Sorkin, David, on subculture, 157
southern Italy, Jewish communities in, 

36–40, 37

Southern Judaism, end of, 55–57
Soviet Union, massacre of Jews, 263
Spain, Jews’ expulsion from (1492), 2, 

91–93
Spanish Civil War, 227
Spanish Inquisition, 65, 93, 117; auto-

da-fé in Rome (1498), 101–2; Marranos 
and, 99–101; Naples and, 120; repres-
sion released by, 98

Spanish Jews, Kingdom of Naples wel-
coming, 96–97

Spaventa, Bertrando, Hegelianism of, 163
Speculum (Vincent of Beauvais), 69
Spinelli, Altiero, Ventotene Manifesto, 230
Stahel, Rainer, on raid of ghettos, 221
Star of David, 224; Italian Jews, 243; Nazi 

imposition on Jews, 54
State of Israel, establishment of, 238
Statute of Charles Albert, 165
Stein, Edith: arrest and deportation, 234; 

arrest of, 173
stereotype, metamorphosis of anti-

Jewish, 63–67
Stow, Kenneth: on Arukh, 44; on Augus-

tine’s contribution, 24; on Jews as 
citizens, 32; on Jews creating strate-
gies for coping, 141; on Roman Jewish 
women, 138

subordination, theology of, 21
Suetonius: on conscription of Jews 

into military service, 95; on reign of 
Claudius, 20

Sukkot, Jewish holiday, 220
Sullam, Sarra Copio: correspondence of 

Cebà and, 143; death of, 144
Sulle interdizioni israelitiche (Cattaneo), 

160
supersession, theology of, 21
Süss the Jew (film), 218
Synagogue of Rome, 194; attack on, 261
synagogues, design and construction, 

177–78

tablets of the Law of Moses, 166
Taché, Stefano, attack on Synagogue of 

Rome, 261
Tacitus: on conscription of Jews into mili-

tary service, 95; on nature of Jews, 19



[ 332 ] index

Talmud, 41, 82; burning of, by pope Julius 
III, 132; censoring of, 132

Talmudic academies, 56
Talmudist Jew, The (Rohling), 183
Tam, Jacob (Rabbi), 41
Tarquini, Alessandra, antisemitism and 

socialism, 187
tax burdens, Jews of southern Italy, 55–56
Tedeschi, Giuliana Fiorentino, memoirs 

in Italy, 228
Tedeschini, Giacomo, on stereotype of 

Jewish usury, 53
Tel Aviv Museum, 266
Tempio Maggiore, 168
Temple of Jerusalem: destruction of, 2, 4, 

11–15, 30, 152; Judas Maccabeus retak-
ing, 8

Temple of Peace, 18
Ten Points of Seelisberg (Jules Isaac), 245, 

247
Teresa of Ávila, descendants of converted 

Jews, 118
Terracina, Alberto, Roman Jew, 229
Terracini, Umberto: Constituent Assem-

bly, 239–40; National Liberation Com-
mittee (CLN), 230

Theodosian Code, 22
Theodosius (Emperor), Ambrose’s opposi-

tion to, 23
theological inferiority, Jews, 5
Theosebeia, empress Poppaea as Judaism 

sympathizer, 39
thirteenth century: end of Southern Juda-

ism, 55–57; Fourth Lateran Council, 
52–55; Jewish world, 49–51

Tiberius (Emperor), 8, 10
Tiberius Claudius, caring for Claudia 

Aster, 39
tikkun, concept of, 75
Tikkun Hazot, 144
Tillon, Germaine, Ravensbrück, 228
Times (newspaper), 185
Titus: commanding Roman troops, 12; 

destruction of Temple of Jerusalem, 
11–13, 13

Toaff, Ariel, on Simon of Trent case, 71
Toaff, Elio (rabbi), 248; succeeding Prato, 

241

Torah, 9; “out of Bari,” 40–42
Torah scrolls, 35; sacred ark and, 178
Tower of the Jews, Alghero, 96
Tractatus itinerum mundi, 85
travels, Benjamin of Tudela, 44–46
Treves, Claudio, socialist, 186
Trinity, 140
Trivellato, Francesca, on credit relation-

ships, 62–63
Truce, The (Levi), 239
Turati, Filippo: Anna Kuliscioff and, 191, 

192; reformist, 186
Tycho Brahe: conception of universe, 86; 

Gans and, 87

Uberti, Carlotta Ferrara degli: on forces 
released by emancipation, 157; on 
“making Italian Jews,” 180

UGIF (Union Générale des Israélites de 
France), 224

ultra-Orthodox Judaism, 6
Under Two Dictators (Buber-Neumann), 

228
Union of Israelite Communities, 209, 

240, 241
United Nations (UN), settling refugees in 

Palestine, 265
United States: Jews of, 260; settling refu-

gees in Palestine, 265
Usiglio, Angelo, Menotti and, 161
Usque, Samuel, on anti-Jewish policy, 55
usury: identification of Jews with, 62–63; 

Jews and Christians, 61–62
Utopia (magazine), 214

Valech, Alba, memoirs in Italy, 228, 229
Valerius Maximus, on cult of Jupiter 

Sabatius, 8
Valiani, Leo, National Liberation Com-

mittee (CLN), 230
Vashem, Yad, Righteous Gentile,  

226–27
Vatican II, Jewish-Christian dialogue, 

244–48
Veltri, Giuseppe, on culture of ghettos,  

144
Venetian Inquisition, 111, 114; Marranos 

and, 116–17



index [ 333 ]

Venice: ghetto, 126–27, 128–30, 142; Jews 
of, 148; Marranos in, 110–15

Ventotene Manifesto (Spinelli, Colorni, 
and Rossi), 230

Verano Cemetery, 183
Vespasian: ascension to imperial throne, 

28; commanding Roman troops, 12
Veturia Paula and Felicitas, inscriptions, 

17
Via Nomentana, catacomb, 16
Vichy Republic, free zone, 223
Victor Amadeus II (Duke), royal constitu-

tions, 147
Victor Emmanuel II (King of Italy), 167
Victor Emmanuel III (King of Italy), 219; 

Duce and, 204; fascist racial laws, 169
Vidal-Naquet, Pierre, on Flavius Jose-

phus, 27
Vigna Randanini, catacomb, 16
Villa Torlonia, catacomb, 17
Vincent of Beauvais, Speculum, 69
Vingiani, Maria, president of SAE, 248
Visigoths, 92
Viterbo, Carlo Alberto, internment camp, 

217
“Viva Maria” insurgents, Cardinal Ruffo 

leading, 159
Von Karben, Viktor, conflict with Reuch-

lin, 82
von Weizsäcker, Ernst, on the 16 October’s 

raid, 233

Wachsberger, David, internment camp, 
217

War of Cyprus, 111
War of the Spanish Succession, 146
Watch, The (Levi), 212
wealth and poverty, ghettos, 135–38
Weinberg, Joanna, on “foreign wisdom,” 

81
Weizmann, Chaim, World Zionist 

Organization, 196
Wessely, Naphtali Hirz (Hartwig), Divrei 

shalom ve emet (Words of peace and 
truth), 176

Western diaspora: Jewish settlements in 
Apulia, 39; Roman community, 43

Wissenschaft des Judentums (the science
of Judaism), Jewish movement and,  

178–179; rabbis’ openness to, 178
witchcraft, accusations against Jews, 66
Woman of Valor (Yagel), 145
women: emancipation of, 181–83; Holo-

caust, 227–29; Marranism on roles of, 
117–18

women’s synagogues, 35
World War I, 185, 252
World Zionist Organization, 196

Yagel, Abraham: Sefer Ge hizayon, 80–81; 
Woman of Valor, 145

yellow badge, for Jews, 164
Yerushalmi, Yosef Hayim: on Jewish con-

versions, 93; on Judaism, 26; on muta-
tion of “godless Jews,” 212

Yom Kippur, 116
Yovel, Yirmiyahu, on Jewish seculariza-

tion, 118

Zealots: fanatical group, 12, 13; fanatism 
of, 27

Zemach David (Gans), 87
Zevi, Sabbatai: advent of, in Italy, 152–55; 

on Jewish world, 174; on Portuguese 
communities, 119

Zion, Italy as gateway to, 265–66
Zionism, 29, 240, 242, 243; origins of, in 

Italy, 195–97; term, 195
Zionists, Italian Jews become,  

242–44
Zohar (The Book of Splendor), 75; 

printed editions of, 79
Zola, Émile, J’accuse!, 187
Zolli, Israel: chief rabbi of Rome, 226; 

conversion of, 241; rabbi of Rome, 240; 
taking name Eugenio, 241

Zuccotti, Susan: on aid to vulnerable 
Jews, 246; Under His Very Windows, 
232

Zunz, Leopold, Science of Judaism, 81




